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Congresbury Parish Council  
The Council has 9 serving councillors at present, 3 councillors resigned during 
the year and we co-opted a new member in November. Councillor Diana 
Hassan was elected as Chair of the Council and Councillor Arthur Hacking was 
elected Vice Chair. Mrs Mary Keyte retired in May 2016 and the cleaning of the 
Old School Rooms, PC Office and public toilets has been taken over by a local 
contractor. The Council has reviewed the contract for the emptying of the litter 
and dog bins and the grass cutting and decided to renew the contract for 
another year.  
The Council would like to express its gratitude to its staff, Liz Greaves, the 
Clerk, and Tony Sawyer, the RFO, for the work they have done over the last 12 
months to maintain our services. 
 
Planning 
The Council has again had to spend time and effort on fighting a planning 
appeal, this time involving land off Wrington Lane which Gladman 
Developments Ltd wish to sell for development. The appeal was dismissed but 
the issue is still unresolved as they have a duplicate application which has been 
approved by North Somerset. The Council would like to express their thanks to 
the local residents and Congresbury Residents Action Group (CRAG) who took 
the lead with this Planning Inquiry and all those who made representations. 
 
The Neighbourhood Development Plan is progressing slowly. The group is 
continuing to look at the issues that most concern residents and develop a 
comprehensive plan for the community for the period of the North Somerset 
Local Plan up to 2036.  
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Highways 
In September a group of volunteers carried out a 12 hour HGV survey at the 
Ship and Castle junction to record the number of HGVs using the A370 and the 
B3133. The results will help with the development of the Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
The Neighbourhood Development Group successfully applied for a grant to 
employ a traffic consultant, Mark Baker Consulting Limited to carry out a 
highways report; this to concentrate on possible impacts from future 
developments, provide an analysis of existing sustainable transport and 
recommend possible improvements and to suggest any possible mitigation 
measures with regard to concerns over speed and safety. This report will form 
the evidence base of highways policies added into the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan and it is hoped that this will be ready for public consultation 
during the autumn.  
 
Conservation/Heritage 
In August an exploratory excavation around the Cross was carried out over a 
two week period led by Vince Russett and a team from YCCCART. They were 
able to expose the base of the Cross so we now know how far under the road 
surface it extends. The Council discussed the various options North Somerset 
have proposed for protecting the Cross and agreed that the best solution was 
to close one of the roads entering Broad Street. The Council is still awaiting 
further details from North Somerset before it can proceed with this plan and 
currently temporary bollards are in place.  
 
The Council are seeking to remove some of the excessive signage around the 
centre of the village. North Somerset has removed 3 of the chevrons by the 
Geoffrey Peacock Memorial Garden which was requested. This is all part of the 
Council’s commitment to the maintenance and enhancement of the 
Conservation Area in the heart of the village. The Council is in discussion with 
the Conservation Group and the NSC Conservation Officer on how best to work 
together to achieve this.  
 
The Council continues to support the work on Cadbury Hill in collaboration 
with Yatton Parish Council. A number of interpretation boards have been 
erected at the various entrances to the hill providing information on the site.  
 
Blooming Congresbury 
The hanging baskets were a great success and an increased number of 
businesses have ordered baskets this year. The redevelopment of the Geoffrey 
Peacock Memorial Garden has started with half of the area being replanted 
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with new shrubs and perennials. Shrub Shack donated a large number of 
planters which have been placed at keys sites around the village, these were 
filled with plants and have been maintained also by Shrub Shack based in 
Smallway. During the year the Council organised a number of clean up days 
with residents from the village helping to plant, weed and generally improve 
the appearance of the village.  
 
Congresbury Community Library  
Following a review by North Somerset the Council was approached to see if it 
would be willing to take on the running of the library.  After looking at the 
financial implications and talking to the volunteers who were already involved 
with the library the Council decided that it would take this step. On July 1st it 
will become the first Community library in North Somerset. 
 
Allotments  
The Council has drawn up a new lease with landlord, QEH, following the 
unexpected rent increase from £200 to £1000per annum.  The allotments are 
at the heart of the community of Congresbury with over 80 plots varying in size 
supporting a large number of people with different backgrounds, experiences 
and ages. The benefits of the allotments are well documented and the Parish 
Council is keen to support them. The site has supported growers for a long 
time and keeps QEH linked to our village.  
 
Grants 
The Council has given grants to a number of village groups. Congresbury Youth 
Partnership received £19,000 for the provision of youth workers to provide 
activities for children from 8 years upwards. Money also went to Vine 
Counselling, Scouts and Guide Group, Little Rascals, Senior Citizens Lunch Club 
and the Millennium Green Trust. 
 
Xmas Lights  
The Council was able to replace its aged Christmas lights with new LED displays 
in Broad Street. It would like to thank a number of groups and individuals in 
the village who donated money to help fund these.   
 
Financial Matters  
The Parish Council finances are sound and the Finance Committee has 
exercised due diligence on the expenditure. 

 Income increased due to : 
o Solar Farm Community Benefit first full year of receipt 
o Grant towards development of the Neighbourhood Plan 
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 Expenditure significantly reduced due to the absence of the one off 
items of expenditure in the previous year, but partially offset by 
expenditure of the grant on development of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

 Reserves have increased to £113,187 of which the General Reserve of 
£50392 is within the accepted range. The remainder is allocated to 
specific items which will require expenditure in future years such as Play 
Equipment and the Old School Rooms. 
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                                      29 August 2017 
-----------------------------------------------                                   -----------------------------                   
Diana Hassan                                                                                     Dated 
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