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Congresbury 

Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

While welcoming the signs of spring, 
households affected by the autumn 
floods are still counting the costs. 

Highways officers received over 1700 calls within the 
three months period.  The weather was extreme, so 
damage was inevitable, but lessons are being learnt 
about better maintenance of the drainage system.  We 
also need to look at where and how we build new 
properties and driveways.  In spite of budget cuts, more 
is being invested in flood prevention.  The Environment 
Agency is upgrading the defences of the Congresbury 
Yeo and we will keep pressure on the Council to do 
all it can to reduce the risk of future surface flooding. 
 
All of us will see a 1.5% increase in Council Tax. 
Working age people on low incomes, who receive 
Council Tax Benefit will have to find a lot more as their 
benefit will be cut by 22%.  North Somerset is amongst 
a minority of Councils which decided to pass on the full 
loss of government funding to the lowest income 
households, a decision which was strongly opposed by 
some of us.  Proposed amendments to keep some 
funding for youth services and carers respite were also 
defeated against the background of further cuts 
threatened for the following years. 
 
The Sites and Policies Plan is now out for 
consultation.  There are no radical plans affecting 
Congresbury, but this document maps out the future of 
the district.  The Council is at its best when it comes to 
formulating such strategic policies, with all members 
participating and no strong ‘party lines’.  Now you can 
have your say (www.consult-ldf.n-somerset.gov.uk). 
 
Details of the 2011 Census are available online at 
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/census and you can find the 
information specific to Congresbury. The information is 
only as accurate as our census returns.  It is not difficult 
to spot that our parish population of 3497 is likely to be 
about 200 less than the actual number. North Somerset 
population turned out to be about 5000 less than 
expected, indeed less than the number of patients 
registered with surgeries. 

Tom Leimdorfer 
leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435 

Annual Parish Meeting 
On Monday 20th May you have the 
opportunity at the Annual Parish 
Meeting to share your concerns and  
ideas about how we can improve life 
in Congresbury.  You can also 
discover what the Parish Council and 
other organisations in the village 
hope to achieve in the coming year.  
The meeting will be held in the 
Memorial Hall starting at 7:30pm. 

 
One item that will be discussed is the purchase of an 
Automated External Defibrillator (AED) for the village. 
See item below. 

 

Automated Defibrillator 
Every day a member of the 
public helps to save a life 
using an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED). 
 
An AED is a small portable 
electronic device that analyses 
the heart rhythm and delivers 
a shock if it is needed. 
 
An AED is safe, easy to use, 

voice prompted, semi or fully automatic and informs 
the user what to do. 
 
Community defibrillators are housed in secure cabinets 
in public places with 24 hour access. 
 
In an emergency calling 999 will provide the Access 
Code to allow the AED to be used on the patient.  
Meanwhile Emergency Services are dispatched to the 
scene. 
 
The Parish Council is hoping to raise funds to 
purchase a public access AED for the village.  The 
unit, signage and cabinet will cost around £2,500.  We 
have already made a start with a generous donation of 
£1,000 from the Old Inn. 
 

Craig Williams  (Resilience Co-ordinator) 

http://www.consult-ldf.n-somerset.gov.uk/
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/census


Learning Experiences at 
St Andrew’s School 

Growing Together is the motto of our village primary 
school and this was borne out at our recent Ofsted 

inspection with praise for the whole school community. 
 

Inspectors rated the school as good with 
‘outstanding features’ and particularly noticed that 
‘pupils enjoyed learning about a wide range of 
subjects, and that activities were well designed and 
stimulating’.  Disabled pupils and those with specific 
educational needs also achieved well’. 
 
The school has worked hard to develop a creative 
curriculum whereby if you were to walk around the 
school you would see well behaved, safe, happy pupils 
going about their work.  On some days you might find 
parents and grandparents listening to children reading.  
During Maths week (4-8 March 2013), 95 dads and 
male relatives came in for a special breakfast and sat 
reading with their children until the start of school, thus 
reaffirming the importance of reading together.  You 
might also see one of the clubs operating i.e. science, 
art, animation or a group learning football, netball or 
rugby skills.  On WOW! days you would find whole 
year groups missing as they are visiting the SS Great 
Britain or dressed as Victorians visiting a working 
cotton mill.  In addition to formal learning and fun, to 
help develop well rounded pupils, personal, social, 
health and moral education is taught through school 
projects.  Some of you will have seen how the school 
studied Friendship with exhibits in the Children’s 
classes at the 2012 Horticultural Summer Show. 
 
To see more about the vast range of school activities 
and innovations taking place at St Andrew’s School 
visit the school website standrewscongresbury.co.uk. 

 
Arthur Hacking (Chair of Governors) 

Local News at Last 
Viewpoint, the monthly magazine produced by St. 
Andrew’s Church, Congresbury, has been rebranded 
as a Parish magazine this year.  Village news and 
events are included, as well as a regular gardening 
feature, details of controversial planning matters and 
Parish Council news, services and activities at both 
Congresbury churches, and a copy of the village diary 
for the month.  Interesting articles are always welcomed 
from residents.  The magazine is free and copies are 
available in the library, Post Office and Pharmacy. 
Village news can be accessed at any time on the 
Congresbury village website congresbury.net. 

800th Celebrations for 
St Andrew's Church in 2015 

Several village groups attended a 
meeting on 21st Feb, to start planning 
the 800th Anniversary Celebrations of 
St Andrew’s Church in 2015.  The 
church was consecrated by Bishop 
Jocelin of Wells on 11 July 1215. 
 
Matthew Thomson (vicar), Sue 
Hoskins (warden) and Cherida 
Stobart (Chair) were joined by 

Congresbury History Group, YCCCART, Parish 
Council, Friends of St Andrews, Church Flower 
Arrangers, Horticultural Society, Congresbury Singers, 
St Andrew's School, Congresbury Methodist Church, 
Royal British Legion, Scouts, Cubs & Beavers and 
Guides, Brownies & Rainbows. 
 
Many ideas were discussed and will likely include: a 
big Church Service on the Anniversary weekend of 
11/12 July, flower display, Village Party, fireworks, 
Anniversary Concert, Church history exhibition and 
talk, and a Village Songs of Praise. 
 
Other ideas considered included: a pageant to depict 
the 800 years, a medieval May Day Fair, a balloon 
race plus tethered balloon rides, an aeroplane 800 
banner flypast, Picnic with bands, Church Services for 
the schools, and a number of events based on the  
number 800. 
 
At this point we need to identify people in the village, or 
further afield, who may be able to help us with putting 
together some of the events such as the pageant and 
May Fair.  Also, we would like to hear from anyone that 
will provide the following free of charge: hot air balloon 
for tethered rides; an 800th banner; an aeroplane fly-
past; a crane for an aerial photo.  If any other groups 
would like to join us in the planning, or can contribute 
ideas or equipment, please contact me.  The next 
meeting is on Thursday 13th June, 7:30pm at The 
Plough. 

Cherida Stobart 
cherida.hopper@bristol.ac.uk; 01934 832188    

At the Library 
On Wednesday 6th March the 
Bookstart Bear visited the 
Library during our regular 
Rhymetime session.  These 
popular sessions are for pre-
school children accompanied 
by an adult. 
 
They run on alternate 
Wednesday’s from 9:15 to 
9:45am.  The next session 
will be held on the 10th April. 
 
We also provide Story Time 
sessions during school term 

time on Friday afternoons from 3:30 to 4pm for school 
age children.  

http://www.standrewscongresbury.co.uk/
congresbury.net


20th Anniversary for 
Footpaths Group 

Twenty years ago the first walk of the Footpaths Group 
was a local walk from Congresbury, through the woods 
to Woolmers and Cleeve Hill, on to Wrington and back 
along the river Yeo.  Founder member Barry 
Blackwood was chairman of the group with Sue 
Grant as secretary.  Barry kept his notebooks from the 
start, and thanks to his daughter Lavinia they have 
been passed to the present committee.  There is a 
cutting from the Weston Mercury reporting that despite 
that miserable weather 26 intrepid walkers joined the 
first walk in March 1993. 
 
Many people who joined initially still enjoy walking with 
the group today.  Diana Hassan, Jackie Fox, Denny 
Collins, Mike Greaves, Mai Miles Tony Higgins, Mary 
and Keith Abbott, to name a few.  Tom Dameral and 
Michael Greaves led many of the walks and also David 
Eastman.  In 1994 there is a record of the boundary 
stones walk with a rogation service at Puxton church, it 
was over two days and Barry has included a copy of 
the service in his note book.  There is also a cutting 
from the Mercury reporting that over 50 people took 
part over the weekend, they visited  30 stones and 
carried on the ancient tradition of beating the bounds.  
One youngster volunteered to be held upside down 
over a stone and have his head gently bumped against 
it to imprint the border on his mind.  The group still 
carry on the tradition of the boundary walk and these 
days the position of the stones are recorded with GPS 
coordinates.  In 1996 the group re-instated a footpath 
across Mendip Spring Golf Course with the help of 
Avon County Council.  Tom Dameral then led a walk 
along the paths and reported that they had now been 
clearly marked with signpost and directional arrows.  
The group still keeps to the walks on the third Sunday 
and the first Tuesday of the month.  We also have a 
coach outing in the summer organising a walk further 
afield, and also have a walking holiday in September. 
 
We are still a thriving, friendly group and anyone 
interested in joining can contact me. 
 

Marilyn Talbot 
marilynt83@aol.com; 01934 832 657  

Concerts - June 
& September 

Congresbury Singers will be presenting an evening of 
French music including songs of Edith Piaf, Saint-
Saens, Bizet, Offenbach and piano duets of Faure and 
Debussy, on June 8th at 7:30pm in St Andrews Church, 
Congresbury. 
 
Tickets are £8, which includes refreshments, and can 
be obtained from Paul on 01275 878740 or other choir 
members.  A rousing, interesting and entertaining 
evening can be expected!  Early booking is advised. 
 
On September 28th, the choir will join in a new venture 
with the Clevedon Gilbert & Sullivan Society to present 
an evening of choral music for Yatton Music Society. 
The concert will be held at St Mary’ Church, Yatton and 
will comprise the voices of over sixty choristers.  There 
will be a very wide range of music including not only 
Gilbert and Sullivan but also Rogers & Hammerstein 

among others.  Further details from Yatton Music Soc. 

CYP News 
Ian Sheppard, who started Congresbury 
Youth Partnership in 2002 to provide a 
network and an umbrella charity for all 

voluntary organisations working with children and young 
people in the village, has announced his intention to retire 
as Chairman at the next AGM. 
 
Ian said “It has been rewarding to see how CYP has 
developed and whilst I may have kicked things off the 
village owes a debt of gratitude to the many dedicated 
volunteers for giving up their time.  The Parish Council, 
initially under the Chairman Mary Short, had the foresight 
to see the benefits of the CYP and it has continued to 
encourage us over the years, including the provision of 
significant financial support.  Now is the right time for 
someone else to take the lead.” 
 
Alex Ballard, Vice Chair, said, “Ian changed the way our 
community relates to young people.  We have a network in 
Congresbury which is the envy of surrounding villages, and 
we are very grateful to him for his leadership and hard 
work.” 
 
If you are interested in joining the CYP team you are 
welcome to attend our AGM on Monday 22nd April at 
6:30pm in the Rec Club. 
 
We are celebrating the Spring Bank Holiday by organising 
a Family Afternoon on Monday 27th May on the Millennium 
Green.  We invite everyone to come along with friends and 
family with a picnic and enjoy an afternoon on the Green.  
There will be a range of activities for children of all ages.  If 
there are any organisations within the village that would 
like to take part please contact Diana Hassan on 01934 
876454 or by email at diana@rookery-farm.com. 
 
For information on all our activities visit our website 
congsyp.org.uk or see the notice boards at the ball court 
and the Precinct. 

congsyp.org.uk


The Good Life – Congresbury Allotments 
The late Richard Briars was a role model for many Allotment holders in 
Congresbury.  To a lesser degree those who tend and cultivate an allotment are 
hoping for a small slice of the ‘Good Life’ and becoming self sufficient. 
 
We are most fortunate in Congresbury thanks to the Parish Council leasing a field 
next to the telephone exchange from Bristol Municipal Charities.  For over 50 
years there have been allotment plots available where Villagers can grow their 
own fruit and vegetables.  Once the domain of doddery old men and I am one of 

the few still left, the rich soil has been providing abundant crops in return for some hard work. 
 
During the last war, people were encouraged to dig for victory.  We now dig for fun and enjoy the fresh air, 
exercise and good company.  There are now as many ladies digging and sowing as men.  On a fine day families 
can all join in the fun of  weeding and gathering the harvest.  There is nothing as sweet or delicious as picking 
and eating a warm strawberry, or opening a freshly picked pod of peas.  Unless you have eaten new potatoes 
within an hour of digging them up, you have missed out on one of the pleasures of life! 
 
Socrates said the essentials of life are food, shelter and clothing.  Growing your own food is a satisfying and 
fulfilling experience.  Planting seeds and waiting for them to burst through the soil is exciting and then looking 
after the plants until they are ripe and large enough to eat does wonders for your ego.  There is nothing like a 
free lunch although getting from seed to plate does have its problems.  But having an allotment makes you 
philosophical and slugs, weeds, pests and diseases are all part of the big picture.  Rain does occasionally make 
life on the allotment a little difficult. 
 
I have a cartoon on my wall that’s says: if you are lonely and depressed, call a meeting.  Perhaps I should 
produce a new cartoon that says: if you want to be happy, meet wonderful people and live the good life, get an 
allotment.  For £15 a year rent you get a plot of land where you can make it all happen.  Contact the Parish 
Council for details. 

Michael Greaves (Chairman Allotments Association) 

Horticultural Society 
The Congresbury Horticultural Society is a thriving 
organisation with over 100 members.  Activities include 
monthly speakers from September to April with outings 
and coffee mornings during the summer. 
 
We hold three shows a year: the Spring and Autumn 
shows are held in the Old School Rooms and the 
Summer show joins the Fete at St Andrew’s school. 
 
The schedule for the Summer show will be available on 
the website from the beginning of June or a copy is 
available from Halfway Garage, Morgan’s, the Chemist 
in Broad Street and the Post Office in the Precinct. 
 
We hope all you gardeners, photographers, cake and 
jam makers, along with as many children as possible, 
will have a go and enter at least one thing into this 
year’s Summer show on Saturday 29th June. 
 
For those of you who have got the “showing bug” the 
Autumn show will be held on Saturday September 28th 

when you will be warmly welcomed with your armful of 
entries! 
 
Our new year starts in September and new members 
are always welcome.  Contact the secretary Janet 
Sweeting (tel: 01934 838529) for more details or you 
can keep up to date with events on our website 
congresburygardening.org.uk or go via the village 
website. 

Village Fete 
The Village Fete will be on Saturday 29th June at St 
Andrew’s School, open from 1:30 to 4:30pm. 
 
At a recent planning meeting about 20 village 
organisations showed their enthusiastic support and all 
booked stalls.  Each organisation will also provide a 
game/activity for children at its stall. 
 
Plans are underway for events to be held in the central 
arena, the flower show marquee has been booked, and 
licences obtained for the beer and Pimms tents.  So 
please put the date in your diary and come along for a 
fun afternoon. 
 
If you are interested in booking a stall at the Fete 
please contact either of the following: 
Richard Jones  colwynjones@gmail.com; 01934 832413   
Unsal Hassan  unsal@rookery-farm.com; 01934 876454   

Xmas Fair 2012 - Report 
Thanks to everyone for their support for the Christmas 
Fair which was held on a very cold evening in 
December.  Turnout was fantastic with a variety of 
stalls to tempt everyone.  We raised a fantastic £1,800 
which was split between Congresbury Scout & Guide 
Executive and Weston Hospicecare. 
 
This year’s fair will be held on Wed 11th December. 

http://www.congresburygardening.org.uk

