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Congresbury 

Snippets From Your 
Ward Councillor 

At a recent regional meeting of the 
Local Government Association 
Independent Group (which I currently 

chair), the discussion centred on the funding crisis.  
Despite staff reductions, cuts in services, cost saving 
schemes and amalgamations, local authorities are 
running out of funds. The announcement of further 
10% cuts in government grant beyond 2015 (on top of 
the 33% cut in the current round) will increase the 
pressure close to breaking point. 
 
Graham Turner, our Chief Executive for the past 
twelve years, retires in November.  Graham has served 
North Somerset well and we shall miss him.  As a 
member of the employment committee set up for the 
purpose, I was very conscious of the need to appoint 
someone with a safe pair of hands and a capacity for 
creative leadership.  We believe we found the right 
person in Mike Jackson, who comes to us from Norfolk 
County Council.  Two of our three main service 
departments (Children & Young People’s Services and 
Adult Services & Housing) have been amalgamated 
into a single directorate for People & Communities.  
The long serving director of Adult Services & Housing, 
Jane Smith, retired at the end of June.  Public Health 
Services have transferred to the Council from the NHS 
at the beginning of April. 
 
After nearly three years of consultations, planning 
applications and amendments (some agreed at the last 
stages), development at the Elliott-Medway site has 
been approved.  This will include 29 new homes 
(including eight units of affordable housing) and 12 
small office units.  There will be benefits to our 
community, including a new pedestrian crossing.  
Meanwhile, this month sees long awaited road repairs 
in the village (on the Stonewell estate) after years of 
lobbying.  We have also seen increased activity 
clearing drains. The Parish Council, the Community 
Resilience Team and I are working with the Council 
officers on flood prevention priorities. 
 

Tom Leimdorfer 
leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435 

Annual Parish Meeting 
At the Annual Parish Meeting there were 
several questions raised, which were 
subsequently discussed at the Parish Council 
and the following gives answers to these 
queries. 
 
1  Why was there no mention of income/
expenditure associated with Cadbury Hill? 

Cadbury Hill is jointly owned, financed and managed by 
Yatton Parish Council (YPC) and Congresbury Parish 
Council (CPC). There is a bank account in joint names 
through which all funds are passed. The current 
accounting arrangement is that all income and 
expenditure relating to Cadbury Hill passes through 
YPC’s accounts and the bank balance is shown in its 
balance sheet. 
 
The above is made more complex in accounting terms as 
in previous years the CPC accounts showed any 
contribution to the Cadbury Hill fund as a grant and also 
contained 50% of the balance of the fund. 
 
This year the external auditor for YPC and CPC was the 
same and pointed out that Cadbury Hill is a joint activity, 
but not a separate body therefore it recommended that 
Cadbury Hill should be constituted as a separate joint 
committee, subject to separate audit arrangements, 
thereby overcoming the current misleading financial 
reporting.  This is currently under consideration by the 
two Parish Councils. 
 
2  Administration costs were queried as there 
appeared to be a big increase between 2011/2012 and 
2012/2013. 
The administration costs are made up of two elements; 
salaries/expenses and support costs such as offices 
supplies, communications, health and safety, computers, 
insurance and website.  Salaries/expenses account for 
around 80% of the administration budget and support 
costs 20%. 
 
When the 2013/14 budget was drawn up, there was a 
Locum Clerk in post and a part-time administrator.  It was 
planned that the Locum Clerk would be replaced by a 
permanent Clerk, however without knowing when this 
would occur and realising that there would be a period of 
overlap, sufficient monies were allocated. 
 

continued on back page 



Home Library Service 
North Somerset Libraries offer a free service to anyone 
living in the area who finds it difficult to leave their 
home, either because of their own ill health or their 
responsibilities as a carer. 
 
We can provide regular and large print books as well 
as audio books on cassette and CD.  We will ask you 
to provide us with information about the type of books 
you like and we will use this to choose your books for 
you.  Books are delivered on a regular basis (usually 
once a month) by CRB-checked volunteers, who will 
return the books you’ve read to the library. 
 
Janet is a Home Library Service 
volunteer based at 
Congresbury Library.  She says 
I usually visit about once a 
month, staying for a short while 
to chat about the books. One of 
my most recent clients had 
similar reading tastes to my 
own; I would often recommend 
to her a book which I had 
enjoyed and at my next visit we 
would have a lively conversation about it over a cup of 
tea. 
 
If you think that you or someone you know might 
benefit from this service and you would like more 
information please contact Sarah Smith, Mobile Library 
& Outreach Supervisor on 01934 426 657 or 
sarah.smith@n-somerset.gov.uk  
 
You can also download digital eBooks or eAudio books 
from home using your library card.  Visit 
www.librarieswest.org.uk for details or ask for more 
information when you contact us about the Home 
Library Service. 

At the Methodist Hall 
Every other Tuesday a 
group of volunteers 
organise lunch for the 
elderly.  At present the 3 
course lunch, plus tea or 
coffee, costs £2.50.  Lunch 
starts at 12:30 and finishes 
in time for members to walk 
across the road to the 

Memorial Hall for the Over 60's Club that meet on the 
same day. 
 
The Methodist Church also holds a fortnightly 0 to 90+ 
Drop In Coffee Morning from 9:30 to 12:00am. 
 
If you would like more information and dates contact 
Kathleen on 01934 830128 or Mary on 01934 832356. 

Congresbury Carers 
Congresbury Carers was founded some 24 years ago to 
help residents who were without transport to access 
healthcare, social care, visit relatives in hospital or get to 
retail outlets for essential shopping. Over this period, the 
group has helped hundreds of residents in Congresbury, 
Claverham, Cleeve and parts of Hewish and Wick St. 
Lawrence.  Some referrals are made by the Yeo Vale 
Medical Practice, but the majority come direct from 
residents, their relatives or carers.  A charge of 40p per 
mile is required for visits to hospitals and a contribution 
for local visits. 
 
In the last month we have provided transport for sixteen 
hospital or local surgery visits.  We have a committed 
team of a dozen volunteers, some of whom have given 
many years of service.  To meet the increasing demand 
for this valuable service, more volunteers are urgently 
needed. 
 
Please contact Margaret Leimdorfer (co-ordinator) on 
01934 834663 or margaretleimdorfer@gmail.com for help 
from Congresbury Carers or if you would like to volunteer. 

Over 60’s Club 
Congresbury Over-60’s Club meets every other 
Tuesday at the War Memorial Hall from 2:30 to 4:00 
pm.  There is entertainment at each meeting.  A free 
Cream Tea is provided at the AGM in July, hot cross 
buns at Easter and mince pies at the last meeting of the 
year.  Our Christmas Lunch is held at Cadbury House 
which is subsidised by the Club.  There are several 
coach outings during the summer months. 
 
Entrance is £1 per meeting which goes towards the 
cost of the entertainment and refreshments.  The Club 
year starts in September when the annual subscription 
of £5 per member is due. 
 
For more details contact Irving Prowse (Chairman) on 
01934 832004. 

Gentle Exercise 
These friendly, fun classes 
are for older people who may 
find other exercise classes too 
strenuous.  The mix of seated 
and standing exercises to 
music, is designed to maintain 

and improve strength, balance, mobility and 
coordination.  You can work to your own ability in a 
relaxed atmosphere. 
 
Jo is a qualified KFA trained exercise and dance 
teacher and a member of the Register of Exercise 
Professionals.  Classes cost just £3.50 per session and 
are held in the Old School Rooms on Thursdays 9:30 – 
10:30 and 10:30 – 11:30.  Come along and join in or for 
more information please call Jo on 01275 544472. 

mailto:sarah.smith@n-somerset.gov.uk
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Community 
Connect 

The Community Connect service is run by Age UK 
Somerset covering the whole of North Somerset and is 
jointly commissioned by NHS NS and North Somerset 
Council. 
 
The service has Community Agents and Community 
Development Workers working actively in your 
community. 
 
Their role is to contact individuals and support them to 
stay connected, supported and active in their 
communities so that they can continue to live 
independently at home for as long as they choose. 
 
Community Connect also works in partnership with 
voluntary and community groups and local businesses 
to increase the support available in the community. 
 
If you know someone who would benefit from this 
service please contact Community Connect (Monday-
Friday) on 01275 888803 or 
cds@ageuksomerset.org.uk or visit our website 
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/communityconnect. 

 

Big Advice Day 
FREE refreshments, FREE samples, FREE entry 

 
A local information event for you and your family 
 Meet people from Congresbury Groups and Clubs. 
 Soup and a roll lunch 
 Lots of displays on services for older people.  

Staying safe and well at home, ask your questions 
including; Carelink demonstration, fire safety, Police, 
home repairs, benefits checks &advice, memory 
help & home care. 

 
FREE Electric Blanket Testing  Must be pre-booked. 
 
NEW FOR OLD Slipper Exchange  Bring your old 
slippers and our NHS Podiatrist will assess your feet 
and replace your slippers with new ones. 
 
TRANSPORT Can be provided for those who need it. 
 

Friday September 27th 2013 
11:30am – 3:00pm 

Old School Rooms, Congresbury 
   

For more information, to book transport or electric 
blanket testing ring Jane Lethwaite on 07758 469809. 

 
This is not a commercial event 

Yeo Vale Medical Practice 
Yeo Vale Medical Practice provides general medical 
services for nearly 12,500 patients from our 
Congresbury and Yatton surgeries. 
 
In addition to the care of people who feel ill, we see 
patients for the management of chronic diseases, such 
as asthma, diabetes, heart disease and high blood 
pressure.  We also provide several other services 
including health checks, minor surgery and support to 
stop smoking. 
 
GP’s are responsible for your care from 8am to 6:30pm 
Monday – Friday.  All our services can be accessed by 
either telephoning the surgery on 01934 839820 or by 
calling in to book an appointment.  When the surgery is 
not available, if you need care for something that 
cannot wait until the surgery is next open, you should 
call 111 and you will be directed towards the most 
appropriate service. 
 
We work closely with many other service providers, 
including the district nurses, local pharmacies and other 
specialist services to ensure the best possible all round 
care for our patients. 
 

We are particularly pleased to welcome both Age 
Concern and Crossroads, the carers’ organisation, 
which provide drop in sessions at each surgery.  The 
dates and times of these sessions are publicised in 
each surgery and on our website.  Age Concern will be 
at Congresbury Surgery on the first Monday of each 
month between 9.30 and 11.30am. Crossroads will 
hold their next session in September.  That date will be 
published soon. 
 
We are also pleased to participate in local initiatives, 
such as Community Connect and we look forward to 
having a big display in relation to this project in the 
Congresbury Surgery during August. 
 
For more information contact Lesley Irvine, Practice 
Manager, on 01934 839834 or 01934 839820. 
 
 

How Can We Help? 
Free information and advice drop in sessions for people 
over 60, families and carers. 
 

Mondays 9:30 - 11:30am 
5thAugust, 2ndSeptember & 7thOctober 

Yeo Vale Medical Practice, Congresbury 
 
For more information contact Age UK Somerset on 
0845 643 4621 or I&A@ageuksomerset.org.uk. 

mailto:cds@ageuksomerset.org.uk
http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/communityconnect
mailto:I&A@ageuksomerset.org.uk


Automated 
Defibrillator 

Many of you may have seen, or 
even spoke to Craig Williams, First 
Responder, at the Village Fete and 
seen an Automated Defibrillator that 
he had on show.  The Parish 
Council is co-ordinating the 

campaign to raise funds to buy two defibrillators for the 
village. 
 
Donations for the defibrillators can be made at the 
following collection points: 

The Parish Office The Chemist 
The Cottage Loaf The Old Inn 

 
Please give generously, you may help save a life. 

 

Annual Parish Meeting 
continued from front page 
Now that the Locum Clerk has been replaced by a 
permanent Clerk the costs for the year have been re-
calculated and will be £5,000 less than the allocated 
budget.  With the permanent arrangements in place, admin 
staff costs for 2014/15 will be lower than in 2013/14. 
 
The increase in the support cost of £2,000 in 2013/14 is 
due to budget restructuring which transferred the cost of 
the parish newsletter and website into the admin cost 
centre. When this is taken into account, the underlying 
trend for the support element is slightly downwards. 
 
3  Criticism of the lack of information contained in the 
minutes of the Parish Council meetings. 
This is acknowledged by the Parish Council and the new 
Clerk will ensure that the communication is improved by 
the standard of minutes and additional papers being 
placed on the Parish Council website. 
 

Martin Lang - Chairman of Congresbury Parish Council 

CYP Survey 
Congresbury Youth Partnership (CYP), in liaison with the 
Parish Council and the new Youth Forum, are preparing 
to survey Congresbury’s young people in the 11 to 19 age 
group. The survey aims to identify what this age group is 
looking for, from their youth groups, the community and 
the issues impacting their daily lives.  For older teenagers 
this may include skills and tools to help them in 
successfully applying for jobs.  The survey will be 
available online from the 1 September, through links on 
the CYP’s and village websites www.congsyp.org.uk and 
www.congresbury.net.  It is hoped that as many as 
possible of the village young people will take this 
opportunity to have their say.  To help get as many 
responses as possible and ensure that young people 
have easy access to the survey, there will be survey 
sessions held at the Youth and Rec Clubs in September.  
These sessions will be advertised on the CYP notice 
boards. 
 

Timeline 800 
The planning group for the 800th 
anniversary of St. Andrew's Church in 
2015 has now met twice and has put 
together some initial projects.  It is 
intended that this should be a village 
wide event, not limited to the Church 

so contributions from all organisations in the village will 
be very welcome.  It is hoped that there could be one 
major event each month, including a pageant, concert, 
songs of praise, flower festival, art and craft event, 
midsummer picnic or medieval fair, beating the bounds 
walk, activities for St. Andrew’s and St. Anne’s schools, a 
range of special sporting fixtures and perhaps a royal 
visit. 
 
The group will next meet at the Plough at 7:30pm on 
Thursday October 3rd but, in the meantime, suggestions 
for other events or offers of help would be most welcome.  
Please contact Stuart Haggett on 01934 838660 or 
stuart@haggettbrinsea.plus.com. 

Spine Chilling Events at the Library!! 
This summer the national reading challenge for children aged 4 - 11 invites readers to explore the Creepy House.  
Children participating in the scheme have the opportunity to collect stickers, including some very smelly scratch and 
sniff stickers, each time they visit the library to change their books.  On completing the scheme they will be given a 
certificate and a medal.  The scheme ends on Saturday 14th September. 
 
Throughout August we will be running weekly craft activities every Friday morning for all our younger visitors.  These 
activities will be from 10:30 am until 12:30 pm.  All activities will be free of charge.  So come along and join in the fun. 
 
Don’t forget that our usual Rhymetime sessions will continue during August.  We will be holding them on August 14th 
and the 28th, 9:15 - 9:45 am. 
 
For our adult readers 
During our recent Open Day a number for our readers expressed an interest in joining an adult reading group meeting 
once a month in the library.  We have a volunteer who would be prepared to coordinate this activity.  If you are 
interested in joining such a group please contact Congresbury Library on 01934 426200 or Di Hassan on 01934 
876454 or diana@rookery-farm.com. 
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