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Snippets From Your New Bus Service to Airport
A2 Link Service connecting
Congresbury with Bristol
Ward Councillor
Airport is now operating. Free

The proposals of the Local
Government Boundary Commission
for North Somerset are for 35 wards to
return 50 councillors at the next elections in 2015. This
reduction from the current 61 means larger wards,
including a new Congresbury & Puxton single member
ward.
Our new Chief Executive, Mike Jackson, starts this
month. He takes over at a challenging time, with
budget cuts totalling £10m signalled for next year and
a further £5m of savings or extra revenue still to find to
balance the books. Government grants have been
slashed and we don’t pay enough Council Tax for the
services we expect. Although there have been painful
cuts (such as the Youth Service), the Council has done
well so far to mitigate the effects of underfunding.
There is undoubtedly worse to come.

travel up to 27 December.
The service runs at peak times,
Monday to Friday between 5:33 to 11:33am and 4:03
to 6:03pm. The timetable is available from http://
travelwest.info/sites/default/files/modes/bus/A2%
20timetable.pdf.

Xmas Fair 2013

Come and join us in Broad Street on Wednesday 11th
December for the Christmas Fair – the fun starts at
6pm and continues till 8:30pm.

We have Congresbury Brass with us for some carol
singing round the tree, the Mendip Morris Men will be
dancing for our entertainment and the Children’s
entertainer will be there with bouncy castle and games
Health and Social Care Scrutiny has taken up a lot of to keep the children happy. All sorts of craft stalls,
along with lots of food and drink to tempt your palate!
my time with the future of Weston Hospital and the
‘procurement process’ high on the agenda. The
If you would like any further information regarding the
exceptionally high use of A&E at Weston is the main
event or would like to book a stall please contact Sarah
cause of its financial problems and extra funding this
Matthews on 07974 158022 or email at
year is not a long term solution. The new Clinical
matthews.sarah30@yahoo.co.uk.
Commissioning Group, Healthwatch and other new
NHS bodies have yet to come to grips with the
If the weather is wet go to The Old School Rooms.
challenge of rising demand at a time of fixed
budgets. The government’s reforms have resulted in
a more fragmented NHS, but local professionals are
trying to bring about a more integrated health and care
system. The Community Connect initiative is aimed
at helping communities to use the resources available
and reduce hospital admissions.
Congresbury Parish Council invites all
senior citizens who are residents of Congresbury to
The Council’s Core Strategy has been challenged with join the Council for a Christmas tea party on Saturday
regard to the number of houses we propose to build.
14th December at 3pm in the Old School Rooms.
There could be a moderate increase, but extra houses
without jobs is not sustainable development. The
Invitation forms are available at Congresbury Post
Council has joined the City Region Deal with the other Office, the Library and on the Parish Council website.
West of England authorities, which is aimed at
To avoid disappointment get your completed forms
generating more employment in the district.
placed in the box on display at the Post Office or the
Tom Leimdorfer
library by 9th December 2013.
leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435
Tony Sawyer
Parish administrator 01934 838 802

Senior Citizens
Christmas Tea Party

A Week in the Life of The Old School Rooms
Monday Craft Club

A member of

My husband calls it
stitching and bitching
but in fact every
Monday afternoon a
group of up to 20
ladies meet between 2
and 4pm to involve
themselves in craft
work.
The group provides an excellent forum for ladies to
meet and exchange ideas and offer advice in a wide
variety of crafts.

We have held rehearsals in the Old School Rooms ever
since our formation in 1979. (Tuesdays 8:00 – 9:30pm).

The atmosphere is informal and friendly with
experience and expertise covering the following crafts
We are a friendly group with nearly 50 singers.
knitting, sewing, patchwork, quilting, card making, scrap Membership is open to anyone from Congresbury or
-booking, cross stitch, black work, tatting, crochet and
surrounding area. There are no auditions!
tapestry.
We are always happy to welcome new members.

Senior Citizens Lunch Club
We meet once a
fortnight on a Thursday
at 1 pm providing
regular lunches to our
older residents.
A delicious, healthy two
course lunch, plus tea or
coffee costing just £3
can be enjoyed in a
friendly, relaxed atmosphere. The main course is
generally either a meat casserole or a roasted joint
with seasonal fresh vegetables followed by a home
made dessert.
If you are a Congresbury resident and would like to
enquire about a place for yourself or a friend/relative
please contact Kate Herbison (01934 833521).
Transport may be available if required.

Hire the Old School Rooms
Ideal venue in the centre
of the village for all types
of social events and
group activities. Has
kitchen facilities and own
car park.
If you are interested in hiring the hall please
contact Tony Sawyer the Administrator at the Parish
Office on 01934 838802 for availability and a tour of
the building.

Our Musical Director, a distinguished tenor soloist in his
own right, ensures that rehearsals are fun whilst
maintaining high musical quality.
Concerts are performed five times a year, often in St
Andrew’s church, but also elsewhere, eg Yatton,
Winscombe, and Banwell churches, Cadbury Country
Club and at the village ‘Carols Around the Tree’.
Our repertoire is eclectic, using both member’s talent
and occasionally guest soloists or joining with nearby
choirs, such as in our recent successful joint enterprise
with the Clevedon Gilbert & Sullivan society.

Congresbury Churches
Sunday Lunch Club
On the first Sunday of every month, members of the two
village churches provide a 2 course lunch for £5 per person.
This is open to anyone who wishes to join them. To book a
place please call the church office on 01934 833 126 by the
Wednesday before the lunch day.

Henshou Isshinryu
Karate Academy
Classes are run by O Sensei Rajacholan
Gunapalan who is a 3rd Dan black belt.
Classes are on Mondays from 4 to 5pm for
all ages starting from 5 years. No
appointment needed, just turn up. I look
forward to seeing you.
Free taster session available. If you are interested
please call me on 0793 931 4452 / 01934-834443

A Week in the Life of The Old School Rooms
Sara James Fitness
Circuit Training
This is a combination of high-intensity
aerobic and resistance training and
includes a variety of exercises using cables,
dumbbells, kettlebells, TRX and bodyweight. It is
excellent for fat/weight loss, building muscle, and heart
-lung fitness. Classes are designed to suit all abilities,
and allow you to progress as your fitness improves.
Mondays: 6:30-7:15pm £6.00 per person
Fridays:
9:30-10:30am £6.00 per person

Tone With Tots

Crazy Gang
We’ve been teaching in
Congresbury for over 10
years and have a fun
and energetic modern
line-dance class every
Thursday from 8pm to
10pm. Each week Chris
teaches a new dance and recaps dances done
recently. It's a relaxed and friendly class aimed at
Intermediate level line dancers. If you have previous
dance experience you could pick the steps up quite
easily. Classes are £4.50 and we also run local social
events and a yearly weekend in Devon.

An exercise class designed
to help post natal mums tone
up, build abdominal muscle
strength and regain pre
pregnancy figure. Classes
are low impact and include
exercises using body weight,
cables and dumbbells. Babies are welcome, so no
need for a crèche. Mums are encouraged to tend to
their child when necessary during the classes. Class
numbers are limited to allow more individual attention,
so booking is essential.

Call Chris or Dom on 07532 358187 or go online to
www.crazygangentertainment.co.uk for more
information.

Fridays:

Both are tutored by Dawn Cox, and the groups enjoy
working on a variety of themes using pencils,
watercolours, pastels, acrylic, inks and more. All
abilities are catered for in these friendly groups.

10:45-11:45am £7.50 per session

Please contact Sara if you are interested in the Circuit
Training or Tone With Tots classes:
Mob:
07789 268344
Website: sarajamesfitness.co.uk
Facebook: facebook.com/pages/Sara-JamesFitness/189769364398607

Little Rascals
Little Rascals is a fun and
friendly playgroup run by parents
and carers for their toddlers and
babies. We meet every Tuesday
morning (term time only)
between 9:30 and 11:30am.
In each session there are a
variety of toys for the children to play with in the main
hall, with a specific area for the younger children/
babies. In a separate area children can take part in a
craft activity or sit and do a puzzle. Each session,
includes healthy snacks and a drink for the children
and refreshments for the adults. The morning always
ends with the much loved story and singing time.
We welcome new parents/carers to our group.
Louise Reynolds 01934 834124

Art Groups
There are two art groups which meet at the Old School
Rooms on Monday and Wednesday mornings.
The Monday art group is on its third year and the
Wednesday group, which displays examples of
members’ work at the village show each year, has been
thriving for 17 years.

Both groups are currently full however please contact
Jenny Byett on jenbyett@yahoo.co.uk regarding the
Wednesday group and Dawn Cox,
dawncoxart@hotmail.co.uk regarding the Monday
group or for information about other courses and
groups.

Gentle Exercise
Fun classes for older
people who may find
other exercise
classes too
strenuous. A mix of
seated and standing
exercises to music,
designed to maintain
and improve strength,
balance, mobility and coordination. You can work to
your own ability in a relaxed atmosphere with Jo a
qualified KFA exercise teacher.
Classes are £3.50 per session on Thursday mornings
from 9:30 – 10:30am & 10:30 – 11:30am. For more
information please call Jo on 01275 544472.

Are You at Risk from flooding?
Flooding is devastating and in Congresbury nearly 300 homes and businesses are at
risk from the river Yeo. Have you considered if you are at risk from flooding? What
would you hate to lose in a flood? Would anyone help you?
The answer to the last question is yes. Congresbury has a community resilience flood
team to help provide local reaction and support before, during and after a flood. The
team is made up of volunteers from the village and we need more help. If you could spare an evening a month
please contact Stuart Sampson or Rob Bigwood through the Parish Council Office.
What has the flood team been up to? Stuart (joint team leader) explains, ‘Our small bunch of volunteers have
been busy surveying the drainage gullies (the ones in the side of the road which drain water from the highways)
for North Somerset Council, organising village events to learn from the surface water flooding in 2012, working
with North Somerset Council and Wessex Water to reduce the risk of flooding, preparing and testing plans.
There is so much more we could do, but we need the help of more people from the village.’

50 Years
of Scouting in
Congresbury

1st Congresbury Scouts opened in the village in 1964
(it’s thought that there may have been a troop here
earlier but if so records were lost). To celebrate our
50th anniversary next year, we will be hosting an Open
Day at the HQ in Mill Leg with an archive display. This
will be on Saturday April 26th, and be followed by a
special St George’s Day Parade on Sunday 27th.
Anyone with connections to 1st Congresbury Scouts, or
indeed any troop in Axe District, please contact the
Group Scout Leader, Alex Ballard, on 01934 853201 or
alex.ballard@axescouts.org.uk so that you can
contribute your memories to our celebration, and get
updates on the plans for our special year.

Timeline 800
The planning committee for the 800th anniversary of
St. Andrew's Church in 2015 has now met three times.
The Horticultural Society and the Fete Committee have
generously offered to switch the date of the village fete
in 2015 to the weekend of July 11th, which is the actual
date of the original foundation of the Church.
It is now envisaged that events will include a Saturday
evening gala concert and tea dance for village
residents on the Sunday afternoon, in addition of
course to the normal Saturday afternoon fete activities.
The committee remains keen
to involve as many village
organisations as possible in
events which will take place
throughout the year and would
welcome any new input or
suggestions at the next
meeting which will take place
in the Refectory at 7:30pm on
Monday November 25th.

New Village Hall
After a number of years of discussion, Congresbury is
going to get a new village hall, subject to the necessary
permissions being obtained.
The Memorial Hall and Rec. Club have joined forces to
set up a new village hall development committee to
look at building a new hall. The committee have the
following vision ‘To provide a self-financing multi use
village hall, which with other village community
buildings will meet the expected sports, leisure and
cultural needs, of all age groups in the village, for the
next 50 years.”
The existing Rec. club building which had a 25 year life
needs replacing. The Memorial Hall committee are
struggling to keep the hall open as it does not generate
sufficient income to make it viable, particularly with the
significant repairs and refurbishment costs required.
The Memorial stone and plaques will be relocated to
the new hall.
The committee have been working to develop a
business plan, budgets and a draft building plan for a
new Hall, to be situated alongside the tennis courts on
the George V playing fields. Discussions are taking
place with the Parish Council and other key user
groups.
A spokesperson for the committee said “This is
something that the village has wanted for a long time.
We want villagers to have a chance to add their views
and be actively involved in what is an exciting project,
and therefore there will be an open meeting in the New
Year.”
In the meantime if there are any villagers who have
experience of this type of project and want to be
involved they can contact Irvine Prowse on 832804.
The committee are currently looking for volunteers to
act as secretary and to design and manage a website.
Further opportunities to help will follow in the New
Year.

