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Congresbury 

Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

Congresbury Cubs took up my 
challenge to make budgeting decisions 
by distributing bags of copper coins in 

jars labelled ‘Children’s services’, ‘Adult Care’, 
‘Highways’ etc..  There were lively debates around the 
tables about whether to safeguard services for children 
‘because they are the future’ or care of the elderly 
‘because we will all get old one day’.  ‘Do we need a 
library?’ asked one.  Others gave a resounding ‘yes’.  
Not very different from debates at Council at a time 
when there are fewer coins in the bags.  Most residents 
will rejoice in seeing no increase in Council Tax, but 
working age households with the lowest incomes are 
being asked to pay more again.  If you are struggling 
with payment of rent or Council Tax, be sure to seek 
advice. 
 
Thank you to all who wrote to the Boundary 
Commission to object to the proposals linking 
Congresbury with eight other parishes to form a three-
member ward.  There was cross-party agreement to 
oppose this, but we will not have the final decision till 
June. 
 
I walked the village with the Manager of Streets and 
Open Spaces to identify jobs to be done.  He went 
away with a long list, but we will not see everything 
put right straight away.  The Highways contracts policy 
has changed from a reactive ‘worst first’ response to a 
planned proactive programme, saving money in the 
long term.  The coming year should see 40 km of road 
repairs in the districts, increased investment in spite of 
cuts in other budgets.  Potholes which meet the criteria 
for being dangerous will still be filled.  It is best to report 
problems online or through Council Connect, but you 
are not guaranteed a response.  If the work meets the 
criteria, it will be done; if not, it is listed to be dealt with 
later.  Congratulations to the Community Resilience 
Flood Team for mapping all the gullies.  Congresbury 
leads the way again! 
 

Tom Leimdorfer 
leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435 

Fun at the Fete 
A fun day out for all the family 
at the annual village Fete and 
Flower Show.  This year’s 
special attractions are Rare 
Breed Animals, where you 

can get hands on experience, and a Tug-of-War 
competition between teams from the village - cheer 
your team to victory. 
 
The Fete will be on the school playing field on 28th June 
from 1:30 to 5pm. 
 
If any organisations would like to book a stall please 
contact us for details. 
 

Richard Jones  832413;  Unsal Hassan  876454 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting (APM) will be held on the 
19th May 2014 in the WAR MEMORIAL HALL at 
7:30pm.  It is worth explaining that often this meeting is 
confused with the Annual Parish Council Meeting.  In a 
parish with a parish council an APM must be convened, 
by law, between the 1st March and the 1st June and 
without going into specific lawful variations the meeting 
is convened and chaired by the Parish Council 
Chairman.  Seven clear days notice (i.e. nine days) 
must be given and signed by the Parish Council 
Chairman.  The parish meeting has the general power 
to discuss parish affairs and pass resolutions thereon.  
Such resolutions will not bind the parish council.  The 
agenda has traditionally been put together by the parish 
chairman, but any item advised will be added to the 
agenda, plus there has been a Q&A session at the end. 
 
This year, subject to confirmation, there will be 
presentations: from your North Somerset District 
Councillor; an update on Community Resilience; 800 
year celebration arrangements; presentation by our 
Police Beat Manager; review of the Village Plan 2007; 
presentation on the New Village Hall; including motions 
from the Parish Council and Parish Council Finances; 
plus various written reports.  Please support this very 
important meeting. 

Martin Lang 
Chairman, Congresbury Parish Council 



Revisit Community Report 
In 2006-07 a Steering Group produced a Community 
Report.  The findings were based on a questionnaire to 
which 52% of the village had responded.  Rather than 
present the data in the form of a ‘check list’ of action 
points, it was presented as 5 themes with action points.  
These themes were titled: 
1. Governance, Power and Influence 
2. Individuals, Community and Society 
3. A Balanced Community 
4. Facilities and Amenities and  
5. Our Environment 
 
The Parish Council feels the time is appropriate to 
revisit the report, to see what has been done and 
review the outstanding recommendations.  This brief 
article is the start of that review process by giving some 
examples of what has been done in the village.  More 
details at the Annual Parish Meeting (see cover page). 
 
For example under Theme 1 the key sentence is, ‘..we 
need to increase the leverage of Congresbury to the 
point where it is seen to be a force to be reckoned with’.  
This has been achieved by the village response to 
changes made by North Somerset Council (NSC), e.g. 
response to; possible library closure, withdrawal of 
youth funding, retention of the public toilets.  
Congresbury was also used for the NSC resilience 
exercise. 
 
Other key points acted on have been: 
 Enhancing the quality and quantity of 

communication with the development of the 
chronicle and website. 

 Preparing a housing and development strategy in 
agreement with NSC with particular reference to 
social housing. 

 Maintaining Congresbury as an independent 
community through the retention of the library, Post 
Office and Health Centre and support for shops. 

 Maintaining green spaces through the Parish 
Council’s continuing financial support for Cadbury 
Hill and becoming sole Trustees for the Millennium 
Green. 

 
If anyone wants to contribute to this review process 
please contact the Parish Office. 

Arthur Hacking 
Congresbury Parish Councilor 

Car Parking at the 
Old School Rooms 

The Parish Council would like to remind everyone that 
the car park at the Old School Rooms is not a public 
car park but is for library staff and visitors, Parish 
Office staff and those hiring the Old School Rooms. 
 
We do recognise that parking is at a premium in the 
village, particularly during “school run” times and we 
are happy in principle to accommodate parents who 
need to drive their children to and from school provided 
this does not impact on visitors to the Old School 
Rooms.  Unfortunately we have had many instances of 
double parking, some unpleasant altercations with 
other users and some very near misses on the A370.  
Many visitors to the library and the Old School Rooms 
are elderly and it is unfair to expect them to park 
elsewhere in the village and walk because the car park 
is full. 
 
Please: 
 Do not double park or park in the middle of the car 

park.  If there are no allocated spaces, please find 
somewhere else to park. 

 Do not park in the disabled spaces unless you can 
display a disabled badge. 

 Wherever possible, give priority to cars trying to 
enter the car park in order to avoid traffic jams and 
potential collisions on the A370. 

 Park elsewhere if you are planning to go for a walk 
on the Strawberry Line. 

 Use the surgery car park if you have a doctor’s 
appointment. 

Sue Jones 
Clerk, Congresbury Parish Council 

Concert at St Andrew’s 
Church 

On June 6th the Winscombe Community Choir are 
performing a concert of popular music at St Andrew’s 
Church.  The event is being organised by Congresbury 
Youth Partnership 
and the Youth 
section of St 
Andrew’s Church 
and the proceeds 
from the evening will 
be used to provide 
activities for children 
in Congresbury. 
 
The concert will start at 7:30 pm.  Tea, coffee & cake 
will be available during the evening. 
 
Tickets cost £5 and are available from Congresbury 
Youth Partnership (Diana Hassan 876454 or Alex 
Ballard 853201) and the Church Office 01934 833126 

email admin.standrews@tiscali.co.uk. 

Booking Bluey 
After 11 years in the busy job of 
Bookings Manager for Bluey, the 

community minibus, Mike Rendu is 
handing over the baton to Colin Edwards.  Mike will 
continue to drive Bluey and serve on the management 
committee.  For further information and bookings, Colin 
can be contacted by phone on 01934 257247 or email 
at Bookings@CongresburyCommunityTransport.co.uk. 

Pam Biffin 
Bluey Committee 

mailto:admin.standrews@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:Bookings@CongresburyCommunityTransport.co.u


What’s on at the Library 
I know that many of you visited the library in April to see the 
display of work by the members of Congresbury Art Group.  
Thank you to everyone who displayed their work. 
 
On May 23

rd
 we are running a Creative Writing Workshop 

with Ann Merrin.  The course will start at 10:30am and run for 
2 hours, spaces are limited to just 5 people and tickets cost 
just £5.  Refreshments will be available. 
 
May is also Local History Month and the History group are 
putting on a display of historical photos from their archives.  
During the half term week, May 26

th
 to 30

th
 we will have a 

variety of activities for children to take part in.  Look out for 
details around the village. 
 
In July the annual Summer Reading Challenge starts for all 
children above the age of 4.  This year’s challenge is based 
on a Mythical Maze which will introduce children to a 
labyrinth full of fantastical creatures from the world of legend 
and mythology.  We will also be organizing a series of craft 
activities every Friday morning during August; details will be 
advertised around the village. 
 
During August we are commemorating the 100

th
 Anniversary 

of World War 1 when local author Clive Burlton will be giving 
a talk on his book “Trenches to Trams: the life of a Bristol 
Tommy” in the library on Wednesday 20

th
 7:30 pm.  Tickets 

will be available from the library. 
 
For further details on any of the above please contact me on 
01934 876454 or contact Congresbury Library 01934 42200 
or congresbury.library@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

Di Hassan, Volunteer 

Millennium Green Update 
Last year was relatively drama free 
on the Green, following the 
impressive flooding in 2012.  A 
lasting reminder of that has been 
the collapsing of the large badger 
sett on the orchard field.  This was 
done by the Environment Agency 
(EA) as the badgers enthusiastic 
tunneling had breached the river 
bank causing the field to flood.  The 
badgers that survived were moved 
to a nearby sett, and the 
tunnels of their old home 

filled in.  The Trust was assured every care was 
taken not to harm the badgers and the expert used 
by the EA wrote a report for the press to reassure 
people. 
 
On the main Green some more items of leisure 
equipment have been put in place.  Following 
requests from many members of the public two 
toddler swings were added to the play area, along 
with a ladder to the little slide.  Somerset Wood 
Recycling made and installed a rainbow picnic 
table which has space for a wheelchair.  The table is placed 
so that people looking after youngsters can sit in comfort and 
see them clearly while they are playing on the equipment.  
Sadly, the rainbow planks proved very attractive to vandals, 
and several were removed.  Most have been found and 
replaced but one disappeared altogether.  The company will 
put in another when the weather settles down. 

YACWAG at the 
Children’s Centre 

“I would like to thank everyone at YACWAG for all their 
support and hard work which has resulted in the Children’s 
Centre having a wildlife garden,” said Tracey Wells, lead 
for Children Centres in the north of North Somerset. 
 
Her comment followed a busy Saturday morning in March 
when volunteers from YACWAG joined forces with the 
Inbetweenies Group (amply fortified by bacon and egg 
butties alongside copious amounts of tea and coffee!) to 
build two raised beds and a bug hotel in the grounds. 
 
Children of the Inbetweenies, who meet regularly on Friday 
mornings at the Centre, have already planted a variety of 
seeds which will grow into flowering plants, attractive to 
butterflies and bees and also provide them with tasty 
salads, vegetables and herbs.  The project will be 
completed with the installation of an insect home high on 
the warm, south-facing wall to provide additional 
accommodation for creepy crawlies, and a water butt. 
 
Yatton and Congresbury 
Wildlife Action Group funded 
the project using part of a 
bequest from Jim Ward who 
was a founder member of 
the Group and a keen 
gardener. 
 
Sue Lovesey, yacwag.org.uk 

 
BTCV (a group made up of volunteers interested in 
environmental issues) spent some days restoring the path 
round the main Green to its original width, laid the gravel 
base for the picnic table, and installed a new bench in the 
orchard field. 
 
Mike Sweeting has continued to maintain the trees on the 
Green.  He coppiced some, has taken off low overhanging 
branches, taken out suckers and cut down any that were 
preventing rarer trees from thriving.  The piles of small 
branches (called brash) are deliberately left to break down 
naturally while creating habitats for wildlife.  The copses are 
looking very healthy as a result of his careful management. 

 
Dog owners continue to make good use of the 
main Green.  Unfortunately not all of them clear 
up after their pets in spite of the number of dog 
bins placed all round the area.  The Trust moved 
one bin from the Ship and Castle car park 
entrance to the Green side of the footbridge, and 
all the bins were replaced by bigger ones.  While 
the majority of people are responsible, there is 
still a problem with dog faeces from animals 
whose owners have not bothered to clean up 
after them.  The Trust would like to remind 
everyone that allowing your dog to foul a public 

place is an offence, and ask all users of the Green to keep 
their animals in sight to see what they are doing. 
 
Both Greens are a wonderful amenity for Congresbury and 
the Trust will continue to maintain it for the enjoyment of all 
residents and visitors. 

Mary Short, Member of Management Team 

mailto:congresbury.library@n-somerset.gov.uk
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So, what’s next? 
Congresbury Community Resilience Flood Team would 
like to set up a network of volunteers to regularly 
monitor and report drainage problems so that we can 
minimize the risk of anyone in the village being flooded 
again. 
 
Interested in spending an evening a month looking to 
protect our homes and businesses?  If you are please 
contact: 

Rob Bigwood 01934 835104 
Peter Hughes 01934 852701 
Stuart Sampson 01934 876104 
Email - congresburyflood@gmail.com 

Did you know? 
Any problems, such as blocked gullies, fly tipping, road 
kill, flooding, potholes etc. can be reported directly to 
NSC by telephoning Council Connect on 01934 888802 
or online at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/connect which will 
be passed to Mr. Jeff Shipway who is our North 
Somerset Area investigating officer. 
 
Alternatively you can speak to Jeff in person at his 
monthly surgery in Congresbury Library on the first 
Wednesday of each month, from 10 to 11am. 

Peter Hughes, Volunteer 
Community Resilience Flood Team 

The summer activities 
programme for children in 
year 3 and above will 
start on Monday 28th July. 
 

There will be activities for the whole week, finishing with 
a family barbecue at the Recreation Club on Friday 1st 
August.  Then throughout the rest of August we will be 
running activities every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 

Full details will be available by the end of May on our 
website cyp.org.uk and on the notice boards in the 
precinct and by the ball court at Riverside.  To avoid 
disappointment make sure you book early! 
 
If there are any parents, grandparents, carers, young 
adults who would be interested in helping to run this 
event please get in touch with us. 

 

Alex Ballard  853201;  Di Hassan  876454 
Congresbury Youth Partnership 

It is up to us to make it work  
You may have seen a number 
of local residents dressed in 
yellow fluorescent jackets, and 
armed with clipboards and 
maps.  They have been 
walking the Streets, Roads, 
Squares/Closes and Cul-de-
sacs of the village, mapping all 

the gullies (the technical term for drains!) and noting 
their position and condition.  They are members of the 
Community Resilience Flood Team which has been 
working closely with Hannah Cornock, North Somerset 
Council’s (NSC) Flood and Resilience Officer, 
Councillor Tom Leimdorfer and Stuart Sampson, Parish 
Councillor and Chair of the flood team. 
 
All the information on the gullies has been collected and 
entered on the NSC designated web page street by 
street showing the position of the gully and its condition 
(e.g. blocked, silted, damaged, vegetation and if there 
is water present). 
 
All this information is now on the Council data bank 
which means that the drainage and highway 
departments of NSC now have access to the first 

accurate and up to date 
map of the Congresbury 
drainage system.  As a 
pilot project we are the first 
and only community- to 
date - that has this service 
and link with the council. 
 

The volunteers are now drawing up summary sheets of 
problems found and these sheets will be with the NSC 
officers by the end of April 2014.  This information 
should then inform the officers where the priorities are.  
Hopefully this means that the residents of our village 
will not experience flooding from surface water as in 
2012. 

The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

The Big “Drain Brain” Project 

A joint Congresbury volunteers & North Somerset Council pilot project 

CYP Summer Activities 

mailto:congresburyflood@gmail.com
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http://www.cyp.org

