Congresbury

Chronicle

Send articles for future issues to diana@rookery-farm.com

Snippets from your
Ward Councillor
North Somerset Council’s Core
Strategy was challenged successfully
in the High Court with respect to the
number of new homes to be built in the next 12 years.
As a result, the latest guidance from the government
inspector points to the need for between 20,000 and
26,000 new homes, at least 5000 more than we had
planned. Until we have a revised fully adopted Core
Strategy, which identifies where those homes should be
built, we will face pressure for development outside
settlement boundaries of villages like ours. Barratt
Homes are already consulting on a proposal to build
about 80 homes on the west side of Brinsea Road. If
you missed their exhibition, you can view the outline
plans in the Parish Office.
The Council’s Executive have decided to abolish the
Area Planning Committees, despite strong objections
from several parish and town councils (including
Congresbury PC) and opposition councillors. All
referred planning applications will now be determined
by a single Planning & Regulatory Committee of 30
members. There is a real danger that local voices will
be diluted in such a large committee, picked according
to ‘political balance’.
Work on the A370 Yanley Viaduct from mid-August to
the end of the year will impact on our village. The Long
Ashton by-pass will be open towards Bristol only in the
morning, then to traffic from Bristol after midday. So in
the afternoons, Bristol bound traffic from Weston will be
shown a diversion route through Congresbury to the
A38. Neither the Parish Council nor I were consulted
about this.
It was good news that the campaign to keep Weston
Hospital fully within NHS control has succeeded.
Whether they combine with an NSH trust in Bristol or
Somerset, there will be no change in the service
provided, at least initially.
There is another Library Service Review on the way.
If you value our library, use it more!
Tom Leimdorfer
leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435
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Burial Ground
From press articles earlier in the year you will recall that
there was concern
in the village over
the availability of
burial plots. This
situation has now
been resolved and
in the next few
months the Council
will be:
 Providing another 5 rows for burials, 4 of which will
be consecrated, making a total of 170 further plots.
 Creating an area in the burial ground which will
accommodate approximately 300 ashes plots.
 Creating a small memorial garden on the right hand
side of the path where ashes can be scattered and
plaques attached to a wall along the field boundary.
The area will be planted up with shrubs.
We would like to remind everyone that it is the Council’s
policy not to sell plots in advance.
Diana Hassan
Chair, Parish Council

Wanted
Speed Watch
Volunteers
The Parish Council has been asked to investigate the
possibility of reinstating the Speed Watch scheme
within the village. The Council is willing to commit to
the scheme and has already set aside funds in the
budget for the purchase of equipment for monitoring
vehicle speeds. All we need is a group of volunteers to
operate the scheme.
For the Parish Council to justify the expenditure on the
equipment volunteers must be prepared to commit to
the scheme for a reasonable period of time.
If you are interested in joining such a group please
contact the Parish Office on 01934 838802.
Diana Hassan, Chair, Parish Council

Organisations Awarded a Grant by Congresbury Parish Council in 2014
Vine Counselling Services
was set up to provide
Counselling for people within
the area of Congresbury,
Yatton, Wrington, Banwell,
Winscombe and the
surrounding villages. Being able to access Counselling
through the NHS changed in 2009 and Vine has really
helped to complement the limited services now
available, with over half of all clients being referred by
their GP’s. We differ to lots of other organisations as
we are able to provide Counselling for clients according
to what they need and for the length of time they need it
for, regardless of their ability to pay. However, as an
organisation which largely relies on donations as a
source of income, this in itself can cause concern.
Our volunteer Counsellors don’t get paid, but there are
costs involved. Supervision, which is a mandatory
requirement for practising Counsellors, is one such
cost. Vine is fortunate to have two accredited
Supervisors within the team who work alongside the
Counsellors individually and within groups, as well as
running training workshops and study sessions. This is
a professional cost to the organisation, and essential in
order for the client work to continue.
Congresbury Parish Council has supported the work of
Vine over a number of years through awarding annual
grants to help towards this specific cost. Certainly
without the grants we have received, Vine wouldn’t be
in the position it is today – a small charity providing an
excellent service and still surviving in very hard times.
Jo Lawrance, Director

MS Therapy Centre
The West of England MS Therapy
Centre provide treatments, therapies,
services and support to people living
with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) and other
neurological conditions; to alleviate
some of the distressing symptoms and encourage them
to remain fit, active and independent for as long as
possible.
Multiple sclerosis
(MS) is a disease
affecting nerves in
the brain and
spinal cord,
causing problems
with muscle
movement,
balance and
vision. There is no
cure for MS and the effects on people’s lives are
progressive and permanent. It is the most common
cause of disability in young people in the UK. It strikes
people in their prime, usually between the ages of 20
and 40.
In April the West of England MS Therapy Centre we
were delighted to receive a donation of £250 from the
Congresbury Parish Council towards Oxygen
Treatment; and currently have four members from
Congresbury receiving treatment.
Terri McDonald, Head of Fundraising
terri.mcdonald@mstherapybristol.org.uk; 01454 628728

Little Rascals
Parents and carers have been meeting at Little Rascals
in the Old School Rooms for many years.
It gives little ones the chance to play and explore while
their carers can have a cuppa and a chat.
The group is completely parent-ran and is reliant on
fundraising and grants throughout
the year to keep it going.
This year Congresbury Parish
Council has kindly given us a
grant of £170 towards the cost of
our public liability insurance.
We are a very friendly group and
welcome children aged between 0
- 4 years every Tuesday in the
school term from 9:15 -11:30 am.

There is a baby area and a range of toys for toddlers to
explore as well as a different craft activity each week,
snack time where children have fruit and a drink and we
always finish with a story and a good sing song!
Special events are held throughout the year including a
special visit from Father Christmas in December.
We are reliant on people to join
the Little Rascals committee and
to help run the session each
week and are always looking for
new members.
We look forward to seeing you
soon.
For more information please call
Lucinda Thompson-Daw on
07766 370237.

Organisations Awarded a Grant by Congresbury Parish Council in 2014
The Strawberry Line
Heritage Trail and Local
Nature Reserve is a
popular walking and cycling
route (with a permissive
bridleway section in Congresbury), used by residents
and visitors for recreation and commuting.
North Somerset Council own and manage the majority
of the Strawberry Line between Yatton Station and the
A38, in conjunction with a number of local
organisations.
The Strawberry Line Management Committee has
representatives from North Somerset Council, Parish
Councils and local groups and acts as a forum for the
management and development of the line, in
accordance with the Strawberry
Line Management Plan.
The £833.33 grant from
Congresbury Parish Council will
contribute towards repairs to the
track surface along the
Congresbury section of the line
in 2014 and a contribution
towards the supply and
installation of a cycle counter on
the Strawberry Line at
Congresbury (shown in picture).
Katie Spencer

Vision North
Somerset
Thank you to Congresbury Parish Council for the
generous £300 grant. Vision North Somerset can now
develop it’s community Advice and Information Project.
Specially trained volunteers will help local visually
impaired people by reading correspondence, requesting
accessible information, completing Attendance,
Disability Living Allowance and Personal Independence
Payment forms. This project will also support blind and
partially sighted people on the path to employment.
Vision North Somerset was formed 40 years ago. We
are a local registered charity enabling visually impaired
people to live independently. Both staff and our
amazing team of volunteers provide many services
including, rehabilitation, aids and equipment,
assessments, help with registration, befriending,
counselling, computer support, organising and running
social clubs and fundraising.
For more information please contact us on:
info@visionns.org.uk; 01934 419393

Youth Partnership
Congresbury Youth Partnership is a
registered charity which provides the
following services to young people in the village aged
from 8 to 19 years.
 Cybercafé (located at the Rec Club) on Monday and








Wednesday afternoons 3:15 to 5 pm for school years
3 to 6, open during term time.
Saturday morning activity club at the Youth Club
from 10 to 12 pm, for children and young people
aged 8+, again term time only.
Youth Club Thursday evenings from 7 to 9 pm for
young people 11 to 19 years, usually during term
time.
Activities during the school holidays including the
Summer Holiday Scheme.
Support the development of teenagers through
volunteering and employment

Whilst we have a team of dedicated volunteers, we also
need the services of a number of youth workers to help
run a professional and consistent service. Our youth
workers are trained to run the activities and to provide
advice and guidance to young people.
The youth workers were previously employed by North
Somerset Council, but following austerity measures all
funding for youth activities from North Somerset
ceased. We had to look elsewhere for financial support
or face closing our youth club. Fortunately, in
Congresbury, we have a Parish Council that
understands the importance of providing activities for
young people and was willing to award a grant that
enabled us to continue. The grant allows us to maintain
the Youth Club building and to engage youth workers to
run the various sessions.

We always need volunteers to help run sessions and to
sit on the management committee and it only requires a
few hours involvement each month. Please visit our
website www.congsyp.org.uk for more information.
Drw Cannon
Chair, Congresbury Youth Partnership

What’s Happening in Your Library?
Have your children
signed up to take part
in this year’s Summer
Reading Challenge based on a Mythical Maze?
Children have to find their way around a labyrinth and
where they meet fantastical creatures from the world of
legend and mythology, collecting stickers of each
character along the way.
Every Friday morning throughout August we are
running a number of activities for children visiting the
library. There are 5 sessions in all and the children will
have the opportunity to make a mask or puppet plus
listen to stories about mythical
creatures. Contact the library for
more details.
Throughout August the library service
is commemorating the start of World
War One. On August 20th local
author Clive Burlton is giving a talk
on his book “Trenches to Trams –
the Life of a Bristol Tommy”. The

Yeo Valley
Children’s Centre
 Activities for families on 19 August 10 -11:30 am.
 Childminders group 6 & 20 August 9:30 - 11:30 am.
 Antenatal with midwives on the 3rd Wednesday of

the month 6:30 – 8:30 pm. This appointment is
booked through Midwife/Ashcombe Ward on 01934
647082.
 Baby Massage, £25 for 5 week course from 6
November to 4 December.
For more details on any of the above or events at
Yatton and Clevedon phone 01934 426643 or email
yeovalley.rural.occ@n-somerset.gov.uk

Blooming
Congresbury!
North Somerset along with
Glendale Nursery kindly donated
over a thousand bedding plants to be planted round the
village. We would like to thank all the volunteers who
helped to collect the plants
and fill the planters, tubs and
even old car tyres with the
blooms. Hopefully the weather
will ensure they continue to
bloom throughout the summer.
Parish Council

event, which is free, starts at 7pm in the library. Space
is limited so please contact the library to book a ticket.
Clive will be available to sign/sell books. Including his
latest book “Bristol's Lost City”. Refreshments will be
available.
We have a number of volunteers who are planning to
run regular ancestry sessions in the library. If you are
interested in finding out about your ancestors and need
some help with your research come and talk to us.
Another date for your diary is Friday 26th September
when Congresbury library is hosting a BIG COFFEE
MORNING to raise funds for Macmillan
Nurses. During the morning we are
planning to start sewing a community
quilt and I’m sure cakes will be
available as well!
For further details call Congresbury
Library on 01934 426 200 or email
congresbury.library@n-somerset.gov.uk

Village Fete
Over 1,000 villagers ignored the forecasts of storm
showers and attended the Fete. They were rewarded
with a sunny and fun packed afternoon enjoyed by all
the family.
There were 29 stalls manned by village clubs, societies
and groups with games for children as well as food and
drink to satisfy all tastes.

Entertainment was provided by Congresbury Brass, the
Gymnastics Club and the Karate Club. The highlight
was the tug-of-war with four teams competing
throughout the afternoon with the team from the Plough
winning the trophy.
The Hort Soc also had a very successful Flower Show
with 30% more exhibits than last year.
Thank you to all that took part and helped on the day.
We look forward to seeing you all at next year’s Fete.
Unsal Hassan & Richard Jones
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