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Congresbury 

Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

The Core Strategy is being reviewed, 
now that we have the 21,000 figure for 
dwellings to be built from 2011 to 2026.  

The shortfall of identified sites for the next five years is 
around 550.  While the review is taking place, 
developers are pushing ahead with applications on land 
adjoining settlement boundaries in both Congresbury 
and Yatton, giving rise to concern.  The positive effect 
is that it has spurred community action and a new look 
at the housing, transport, employment, health care and 
infrastructure needs of our village.  In other words, what 
do we mean by ‘sustainable’ development and how can 
we get planning officers to agree? 
 
When development does go ahead, the community 
should benefit from what we know as S106 payments.  
The Parish Council and I are in dialogue with North 
Somerset on the use of these funds from the Kent Road 
and Mill Lane developments.  We have made our views 
clear about the need for a safe ‘Pelican’ crossing near 
The Plough.  There should be also gains for youth 
activities, the library, our open spaces and leisure 
amenities.  However, getting agreement on the details 
can be problematic.  One recent positive outcome is the 
upgrading of two well-used footpaths off Kent Road 
from S106 funds relating to the Tesco store. 
 
The new Budget round has started.  Further reductions 
in government grants mean looking for more economies 
and service cuts.  With elections pending, no Council 
would wish to raise taxes or to cut vital services, so 
some bad news could be postponed to next year.  
Meanwhile, North Somerset is transferring more jobs to 
the private sector.  It will be rare for residents to speak 
directly to a North Somerset employee as more 
functions are carried out by private firms on the 
Council’s behalf.  I recently chaired the regional 
meeting of the Local Government Association 
Independent Group.  We shared visions of a different 
approach to local government and public services. 

 
Tom Leimdorfer 

leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435 

Housing in Congresbury 
What is the Future? 

Congresbury Parish Council is reviewing its planning 
policies and future strategy for the housing and 
development needs of the village.  The aim is to ensure 
that all future developments are suitable, sustainable and 
reflect the housing needs of the whole community.  To do 
this it has set up a working group to research, develop 
and make recommendations to the Parish Council. 
 
The working group has started on the first phase of its 
objectives: 
 to review the Parish Council Planning Policy 
 investigate planning tools such as Neighbourhood 

Plans 
 review the Core Strategy and Housing land availability 
 investigate current infrastructure and flood issues 
 identify potential S106 projects 
 produce a record of recent developments in the village 
 
The working group is made up of Parish Councillors, our 
District Councillor and interested members of the public.  
Meetings are informal and the next meeting is to be held 
on 1 December at 7 pm at the Old School Rooms. 
 
If you are interested in joining the group contact the Clerk 
on 01934 838802 or Clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 

New Parish Clerk 
I moved to Congresbury when I was 
2 years old and was one of the first 
children to attend the Glebe Infants 
School when it was opened.  From 
there it was a short walk across the 

drive to St Andrews Junior School and then to Churchill 
Comprehensive School.  I took my degree at Plymouth 
and then worked in the Cotswolds for many years 
before moving back to Congresbury 9 years ago. 
 
I know a lot of people in the village, through dog 
walking, playing tennis, involvement in many different 
organisations and socialising locally.  However, I am 
looking forward to meeting many more of you whilst 
carrying out my new duties so please do pop in and see 
me Monday to Wednesday at the Parish Office at Old 
School Rooms. 

Liz Greaves, Parish Clerk 
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Christmas Fair 2014 
Come and join us in Broad Street on 

Wednesday 10 December for the Christmas Fair – the 
fun starts at 6pm and continues till 8:30pm 
 
Entertainment by Congresbury Brass, Mendip Morris 
Men and Children’s entertainer with a bouncy castle and 
games to keep the children happy.  All sorts of craft 
stalls, along with lots of food and drink to tempt your 
palate. 
 
The Fair raises much needed funds for the Scouting and 
Guiding Groups in the village and a donation will be 
made to Weston Hospicecare. 
 
The raffle is supported by local people and businesses 
which donate fantastic prizes.  Tickets on sale around 
the village before the event and on the night. 
 
If the weather is wet the Fair will be held in The Old 
School Rooms. 
 
For further information on the Fair or to book a stall 
contact Sarah Matthews on 07974 158 022 or 
matthews.sarah30@yahoo.co.uk. 

Surgeries at the Library 
North Somerset Council Services 
Jeff Shipway - 1st Wednesday of each month from 10 to 
11am to answer concerns about Council public services. 
 

Police Surgery 
PCSO Mayo - 3rd Wednesday of each month from 
10:30 to 11:30am.  Next one will be on 17 December.  
Please see her about any crime related issues that you 
may have. 
 

District Councillor 
Tom Leimdorfer - Last Friday of each month from 
10:30am. 

Speed Watch 
Four village residents recently 
completed a training course at the 
Police Office, Castlewood Clevedon, 
covering safety aspects for 
motorists, pedestrians and team 

members whilst carrying out their speed watch duties. 
 
The Congresbury Team have commenced monitoring 
traffic flow at six locations in the village endeavouring to 
provide a safer environment for the community. 
 
Additional volunteers, who are prepared to give two 
hours per month to this worthy village cause, will be 
welcomed, enabling a frequent service to be provided. 
 
Further details available from Ken Richardson on 
01934 838 046 or kenmarson@talktalk.net. 

Cash Boost for 
Congresbury Village Hall 

Plans for a new village hall and community centre for 
Congresbury have taken a step forward with £30,000 
funding to help submit a planning application by next 
March. The money comes from the Homes and 
Communities Agency for a new building on the George 
V playing fields.  The funding is dependent on 
agreement from Fields in Trust, which owns the playing 
fields, and The Charity Commission. 
 
Plans have also 
been boosted 
with the 
involvement of 
leading 
architects 
Stride 
Treglown.  A 
director, Robert 
Sargent is a 
resident and a 
volunteer on the new village hall project.  Thanks to its 

expertise we are now looking at a smaller single 
storey building which will significantly reduce the overall 
cost.  Key to the new building is that most areas within 
in it will be multi use to enhance the recreational, sport 
and leisure activities available in the village including a 
community café. 
 
The latest plans will be on show in the Tennis Pavilion  
on the George V playing fields on Wednesday 
December 10 from 10am to 12 and 7-9pm; on Friday 
December 12 from 2-4pm and 7-9pm and on Saturday 
December 13 from 9am-1pm. 
 
The new building is not dependent on the sale of the 
village Memorial Hall, as has been reported.  We need 
to move the project on as villagers have been wanting 
modern facilities for many years.  If either the Memorial 

Hall committee or the Parish Council decide they 
need to sell their buildings, we would be happy to work 
with them. 
 
The project team is now targeting September 2017 as 
the date to have the new building open if planning 
permission has been agreed and funding is in place. 
 
But if the 2017 timescale is to be met, villagers need to 
commit to the project and help with fund raising. 
 
Fund raising is underway with an ‘Appeal Meal’ which 
ran in October and November and the Big Village Quiz 
on November 14.  A full programme of events is being 
planned for 2015 with a Charity Golf Day pencilled in for 
Friday April 17.  The golf will be for teams of four.  For 
full details and to register your team contact Ron Hall 
on 01934 830 085. 

Ian Sheppard, Chairman 

mailto:matthews.sarah30@yahoo.co.uk.
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Young Adventurers 
Sam Hurst 
During the summer of 2015 I shall 
be going on an expedition to 
Nepal with Outposts.  During my 
three weeks away I shall be 
trekking through the foothills of 
the Annapurnas, spending time at 
an elephant breeding centre and 
finally spending a week with 
underprivileged children.  I shall 
be teaching them English and 
other lessons, playing games and 

sports and will provide the manpower to give the 
classrooms and any other facilities much needed 
maintenance and improvement. 
 
Watch out for my fundraising events! 
 
 

Joe Hurst and Pippa Savage 
We have been selected as 
part of the Avon Contingent 
to attend the 23rd World 
Scout Jamboree in Japan 
next  summer along with 
36,000 Scouts from 162 
countries! We'll be away for 
three weeks taking part in 
adventurous activities and 
cultural events 
including  visiting Hiroshima 
on its 70th anniversary to leave origami paper cranes as 
a sign of peace and remembrance. We will spend two 
days exploring Tokyo and several days of home 
hospitality. 
 
Three weeks, six thousand miles and two Congresbury 
Scouts - what an adventure!! 

Burns Night Supper 
If you want a bit of fun to chase away 
those January blues come and join us at 
our annual Burns Night Supper on 
Saturday 31st January at the Scout Hut. 
 

This is a brilliant evening with a superb 3 course meal, 
traditional haggis for the main course, plus a piper, an 
after dinner speaker followed by traditional music and 
dancing. 
 
Tickets cost a very reasonable £18 each which includes 
a drink on arrival, your meal and dancing.  There will be 
a reasonably priced bar on the evening with whisky, 
beer, wine and soft drinks available. 
 
Places are limited so purchase your tickets asap from 
Sarah Matthews on 07974 158 022 or 
matthews.sarah30@yahoo.co.uk 

Youth Partnership 
Open Day 
On Saturday 10 January CYP is holding 
an Open Day and looks forward to welcoming parents, 
carers and children to the Youth Club at the Riverside 
Car Park between 10 and midday. 
 
You and your children will be able to meet the people 
who will be working with them at the Cyber Cafe, 
Saturday Club and Youth Club. 
 
We will share our proposed programme for the coming 
year and it will be an opportunity for you to let us know 
what sort of activities you would like us to provide. 
 

Advance Notice 
As part of the Timeline 800 
celebrations CYP is going 
to hold a Family Day on the 
Millennium Green on May 
Bank Holiday, 25 May.  
There will be activities for 
the whole family. 
 
During the afternoon there will be raft races on the 
River Yeo with teams from the village.  Rafts will need 
to carry 4 paddlers and can be constructed off-site and 
brought to the green on the day.  For further information 
and to register your team please contact Alex Ballard 
on 01934 853 201 or alex@congsyp.org.uk. 

Who/What is YCCCART? 
You may have seen signs across the village saying that 
YCCCART is carrying out archaeological surveys.  
YCCCART stands for Yatton, Congresbury ,Claverham 
and Cleeve Archaeological Research Team (what a 
catchy title!).  We operate up to three teams every 

Thursday and sometimes on a 
Monday.  We use sophisticated 

instruments, obtained via a Lottery 
Heritage grant, to survey fields 
and obtain a picture of what 
remains there are underground. 
 
Our current projects are exploring 
the extent of the Congresbury Romano British pottery 
kiln sites and the Roman activity on Kenn Moor.  Last 
year we carried out surveys at Wemberham Roman 
villa which dramatically revealed that the site is bigger 
than thought.  A dock was also revealed.  All our results 
can be found on our website ycccart.co.uk. 
 
We have 30 or so members but are always looking for 
people who are interested in history and archaeology to 
work indoors with our research team or out in the field. 
 
If you are interested in finding out more on the work we 
do please contact Pete English on 01934 834 333 or 
petereenglish@hotmail.co.uk. 
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The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

Hands Extend From Hewish 

Plans are now well in hand to celebrate the 800th 
anniversary of St. Andrew’s Church in 2015.  The pupils 
photographed here at St. Anne’s will soon be joining 
hands with their fellows at St. Andrew’s as part of the 
timeline circle of 800 photomontage. 
 
A series of events involving everyone in the village is 
planned to run through the year.  Highlights include a 
flower festival, a visiting concert by the well known 
Camborne Town Band and an 11 day display by North 
Somerset Arts in the Refectory.  The whole programme 
can be viewed on the village website. 
 
The programme starts with a New Year’s Eve Ceidleih 
in the Memorial Hall followed by the unveiling and 
blessing of the completed photomontage in St Andrews 
Church.  For information and tickets contact Jenny Lang 
on 01934 833770 or paulscauseway@btinternet.com. 
 
Suggestions for additional activities or offers of help 
would be most welcome.  Please contact the Timeline 
800 chairman at stuart@haggettbrinsea.plus.com. 

Marie Curie 
Cancer Care 

Marie Curie Cancer Care is looking for volunteers in 
Congresbury and Yatton areas to look after collection 
tins placed in shops in these areas. 
 
Marie Curie provides free high quality nursing to 
terminally ill patients in their own homes.  The money 
generated by the collection tins will go towards providing 
care in the BS49 area and last year it provided over 
5,327 care hours in the Congresbury and Yatton area. 
 
It will be the responsibility of the volunteer to visit the 
shops every 3 months, ensuring that all tins are 
correctly labelled, sealed and secured as necessary.  
They could develop relationships with each of the sites 
to help us gain continued support for the charity. 
 
This is a great opportunity to become part of something 
that is extremely worthwhile making a difference to 
others, whilst gaining valuable fundraising experience. 
 
Anyone interested in finding out more, please call 
Natalie on 0117 9247 275 or email our office 
Bristolwiltsfundraising@Mariecurie.org.uk. 

Village Fete Grants 
The Village Fete had another successful year - thank 
you to the stall holders and the people who came along 
and joined in the fun. 
 
We generated a surplus of £375 which the committee 
wish to donate to good causes in the village - grants 
ranging from £50 to £100. 
 
We would particularly like to hear from youngsters in the 
village who are raising money to undertake a project for 
a good cause either in the UK or abroad. 
 
Applicants will be asked to attend a meeting to present 
their ideas.  Please send your idea / request to Richard 
Jones colwynjones@gmail.com or 01934 832413. 

Who Do You Think You Are? 
The library has a service offering family research via the 
Ancestry website.  Volunteers Gail, on Wednesdays and 
Sue on Saturdays are available to show you how to use 
Ancestry - which is normally a 
paid subscription site but free to 
use in the library.  Guidance will 

also be provided on how to use 
familysearch.org, ukbmd.org.uk 

and many other helpful websites. 
 
The library also offers the use of the Times digital 
archive and the 19c newspaper collection, both of which 
can be used to give details on your ancestors. 
 
Simply book a one-to-one session with Gail or Sue at the 
library a few days in advance for either a Wednesday or 
a Saturday morning. 

Community Quilt 
On the 26 September visitors to Congresbury library 
were served tea and cakes and encouraged to take part 
in the production of a Patchwork Community Quilt.  All 
the money made from the sale of the finished quilt plus 
the £66 raised on the morning will be donated to the 
MacMillan Cancer Support Charity. 
 
Two of our library volunteers, Pat Baker and Joy 
Haggett, volunteered to organise the quilt making.  So 
far the group has completed approximately 40 squares.  
When finished the quilt will have 100 squares so more 
volunteers are needed to help with the task.  The design 
looks complicated but it is surprisingly easy to pick up 
and very relaxing to do. 
 
If you would like to take part or want to find out more 
about patchwork, come along to the Patchwork Group 
which meets every Tuesday afternoon in the Old School 
Rooms from 2 to 4pm.  It is a very friendly group and 
everyone is welcome, from a novice to master quilter. 
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