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Congresbury 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting this year will be held on 
Monday 18 May at the Old School Rooms starting at 
7:30 pm. 
 
The aim of the Annual Parish Meeting is to celebrate 
local activities, debate current concerns and provide an 
opportunity for the village as a whole to come together 
to take part in a dialogue with the Council in an informal 
setting.  It is not a meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
The meeting is traditionally chaired by the Chair of the 
Parish Council who also sets the agenda.  The agenda 
this year will focus on housing issues, village 
development and the future of the Old School Rooms.  
There will also be a report from our newly elected North 
Somerset District Councillor and organisations in the 
village. 
 
Members of the public can submit items for discussion 
but please note that these need to be submitted to the 
Clerk nine days before the date of the meeting. 
 
The final agenda will be available on the Parish Council 
website and its notice boards prior to the meeting. 
 

Diana Hassan - Parish Council 

Village Orderly 
John Sallis the village orderly 
for Congresbury is retiring in 
May.  John has worked in the 
village for the past 6 years, litter 
picking, gardening, leaf blowing 
and generally keeping the 
village tidy.  You may not have 
seen John as he starts very 
early in morning, from just after 
5am, but you will have 
appreciated all of his hard work.   

 
John says that he has really enjoyed his role in the 
village but he is looking forward to his retirement and 
being able to spend more time doing his hobby which is 
sea fishing and more holidays abroad in the sun. 
 

Liz Greaves - Parish Clerk 

Vote, Vote, Vote 
7 May 

This issue comes to you at 
election time, so we are not 
including the usual ‘Snippet’s 

from your Ward Councillor’.  This year we have three 
very different elections at the same time:  General 
Election, Local Election & Parish Council Election. 
 
Your vote in the General Election helps to decide the 
government of the United Kingdom through influencing 
the composition of Parliament. At the same time, you 
are electing an MP who to whom you can turn for help 
and advice with problems which are affected by 
legislation or to express views and lobby those who 
pass the laws. 
 
Your vote in the Local Election to select a councillor 
best suited to represent your views on North Somerset 
Council and to deal with local issues.  These include 
planning and development, highways maintenance, 
housing, waste collection, community care and carers’ 
support, public health, child protection, school support, 
children’s centres, libraries, leisure centres, 
environmental protection.  Your local councillor can give 
advice with problems relating to these matters and help 
to put you in touch with relevant agencies and others.  
Your ward member is part of the decision making of the 
full Council and sits on committees, policy & scrutiny 
panels and work groups. 
 
Parish Council elections take place if there are more 
candidates than the 12 seats available at Parish 
Council.  If there are 12 or fewer candidates, then they 
are all ‘elected’ without a ballot.  The Parish Council 
has responsibility for the Old School Rooms, village 
open spaces and playgrounds, burial grounds, public 
toilet, financing the youth provision, considering 
planning applications to make recommendations, 
supporting local clubs and societies as appropriate, 
working with North Somerset Council to maintain and 
improve local services. 
 
It is not often that we have a chance to influence the 
democratic process at all three levels of government.  
We hope that Congresbury residents will turn out in 
large numbers to vote. 



Strategic Planning 
Working Group 

In November 2014 the Parish Council set up a working 
group consisting of councillors and members of the 
public to help advise them as to what was required for 
the long term growth of the village.  The Working Group 
was not set up to look at the current planning 
applications.  The terms of reference stated that the 
Group would work to two phases. 
 
The group has just completed Phase 1 and has: 
 Reviewed the Parish Council’s planning policies.  Its 

recommendations were adopted by the Parish 
Council in January 2015. 

 Reviewed different strategic planning tools. 
 Carried out an initial review of Strategic Housing 

Land Availability in Congresbury. 
 Identified future S106 projects. 
 Collected evidence of recent developments in 

Congresbury. 
 Looked at ways to improve the communication 

between the Parish Council and the villagers. 
 
The Group is now ready to move onto the Phase 2 of 
the work.  This will build on the initial work undertaken in 
Phase 1 and develop a strategy for long term 
development within our village. 
 
Further information and progress made by the Group 
can be found on the Parish Council website 
www.congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 

Diana Hassan - Parish Councillor 

Did you know that the core of the village has been a 
Conservation Area since 1990? 
 
The Conservation Area is an area of special 
architectural and historic interest where it is desirable to 
preserve or enhance its character and appearance.  It 
was designated by the County Council. 
 
The aim of the Conservation Area is to conserve its 
‘local distinctiveness’.  In order to do this stricter controls 
apply, within the Conservation Area, on:  demolition; 
new development; some alterations; and works to trees.  
The controls are not intended as a hindrance to change, 
but as positive management to safeguard the character 
of the area as a whole. 
 
Living or having a business in the Conservation Area 
has a number of benefits.  For example, keeping the 
area attractive will help to maintain or increase the value 
of property and bring in customers to businesses. 
 
Conservation Area designation may provide some 
protection against future unsuitable developments.  
Logically, future building and enhancements should add 
to, rather than detract from, local distinctiveness and 
support the historical development of the area. 

Congresbury in 25 Years? 
For most of us we go about our daily routines and look 
forward to a planned holiday in 12 months’ time.  As a 
village we plan not for the next 12 months, or even the 
next 5 years but look forward and decide how our village 
will develop over a longer timescale – what will our 
village look like in 25 years?  This question is not an 
easy one to answer. 
 
At the moment we are besieged by developers wanting 
to build random developments onto our village in the 
name of sustainable growth.  This type of unplanned, 
unsustainable development will just lead to problems 
and it is not what the village wants or needs.  Instead 
our village should be leading the development saying 
what, where and when it should grow. 
 
We need to start work on what our village will look like in 
the future and it needs to start now.  The Strategic 
Planning Working Group will be making its 
recommendations to the Parish Council in April.  The 
main recommendation is that the village will need to 
produce a ‘neighbourhood development plan’ that will 
clearly explain where and what type of housing the 
village will need in the future. 
 
If the village does produce a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan, it will need volunteers from the wider 
community in its development and support.  Get 
involved and register an interest by contacting Liz 
Greaves the Parish Clerk on 01934 838 802 or 
clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 
 

Stuart Sampson - Parish Councillor 

Congresbury Conservation Area 
The Conservation Area is shown on the map.  A copy 
can be downloaded from the Parish Council website. 
 
The Congresbury Conservation Area Group exists to 
review and comment upon planning applications within 
the designated area.  If you are interested in joining the 
Group or wish to discuss matters concerning the 
Conservation Area please contact Anne Dimmock on 
01934 838891 or anne.dimmock2@hotmail.co.uk. 

 
Chris Short 

Chairman, Congresbury Conservation Area Group 

http://www.congresbury-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk
mailto:anne.dimmock2@hotmail.co.uk


What is S106 Money? 
This is money that a developer (10+ houses) pays to the 
District Council (DC) to reduce the impact of its 
development on the local community and is part of its 
planning consent.  This legal document specifies how 
and where the money is spent, eg improvements to 
highways, parks, public transport, schools and libraries. 
 
Anyone can make a request for S106 money but the 
negotiations are led by the DC in discussion with the 
Developer and other bodies including the Parish Council. 
 
S106 money cannot be used to solve existing problems 
or problems unrelated to the development.  It cannot be 
used to make up budget cuts/shortfalls or be set 
deliberately high to stop development.  The District 
Council cannot/will not negotiate S106 money towards 
projects with little prospect of delivery and funds are paid 
back to developers if not used for agreed purpose within 
certain time limits (usually 5years). 
 
Congresbury has recently received S106 money for the 
Bell and Elliot Medway developments.  This included a 
request by the Highways Department to resurface Kent 
Road and the footpath towards the A370 and £30,000 
was provided for a pedestrian crossing on the High 
Street as requested by the Parish Council. 
 
The following money was allocated by North Somerset: 
 £36,975 towards built leisure and sports facilities as 

identified by NS in the Parish Plan.  The money will 
be shared between OSR and Memorial Hall.  
Payment is on condition that the recipients provide 
details of capital projects that fit the S106 criteria. 

 £6,300 to Cadbury Local Nature Reserve. 
 £7,000 to the Strawberry Line. 
 £2,000 to CYP for youth provision. 
 

Diana Hassan - Parish Councillor 

Welcome Bluey IV 
The Official “launch” and welcome of “Bluey IV” was held 
at the Old School Rooms on 26 February.  The bus is 
fully accessible to wheelchair users and those with 
mobility problems, and seats 16.  
Our very first passengers on the 
new bus were a Ladies Group! 
 
Congresbury Community 
Transport (CCT), a registered 
charity, whose aim is to keep the 
community connected, has been providing reliable, 
economical and comfortable transport for community 
groups in the village since 1999.  CCT receives financial 
support from North Somerset Council. 
 
Last year the bus ran 307 trips, carrying 3,523 
passengers of which 2,908 were over 60’s or disabled. 
 
To book Bluey contact Colin Edwards on 01934 257247 
or online at CongresburyCommunityTransport.co.uk. 
 

Pam Biffin 

The Flood Team 
Congresbury Community Resilience (CCR) has been 
active with the following: 
 The 800+ gullies identified within Congresbury have 

been mapped, verified and accepted by North 
Somerset Council officers. 

 Agreed all drains and gullies will be monitored  at 
least 3 times a year. 

 To establish a team of  20 trained volunteers to 
monitor the village to produce a historical image of 
the drainage within the village. 

 Reported damaged, blocked or non functioning 
drains and gullies to North Somerset Council (NSC) 
via Council Connect by  phone or online. 

 Regular contact with Jeff Shipway (NSC area officer 
for Congresbury) established – he is available on the 
1st Wednesday of each month at the village library 
from 10 – 11am. 

 Established direct contact with the NSC officer 
responsible for drain/gully clearance within NSC. 

 The provision of weatherproof protective, hi-viz 
jackets for the Flood Team volunteers funded by 
Congresbury Parish Council. 

 Working with the Environment Agency (EA) to 
monitor the water level of the River Yeo at 
Congresbury Bridge in times of severe rainfall and 
forward the readings to EA officers. 

 
In recognition of its work the 
CCR team recently won a “TOP 
TEAM” award.  It has also taken 
part in a “Climate Change video”, 
to be released nationally, as an 
example of a successful and 
exceptional local Community 
Resilience initiative. 

Peter Hughes 

Burial Ground 
Visitors to Congresbury’s burial ground will have noticed 
that the Parish Council has recently undertaken some 
landscaping work.  The improvements will extend the 
space for cremation burials and create more privacy for 
visitors.  A new hedge of native plants has been planted 
along the boundary with the neighbouring field which, as 
it matures, will not only screen the wire fence but also 
provide a habitat for wildlife.  A large heap of old stones 
and other debris is to be removed shortly. 
 
The Burial Ground Policy has also been modified and 
agreed by the Parish Council with effect from 12 
January 2015.  The new policy is available on the Parish 
Council website.  Please note the new policy only 
applies to internments after that date and will not be 
enforced retrospectively. 
 
The closed churchyard surrounding St Andrew’s is also 
to undergo a spring clean.  Benches have been 
repainted and the areas, where trees or overgrown 
bushes have been removed, are to be reseeded with 
grass and wildflowers. 

Janet Dixon - Parish Councillor 



The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

St Andrew’s School 
For some years, classes from St. Andrew’s School 
have made annual visits to the village allotments as 
part of their science education.  On the last visit there 
were over 70 children who looked round, took away 
rhubarb, raspberries and other fruit and that was that. 
 
Last year, Rodney Stephens (a member of the 
Allotment Committee) conceived the idea of a plot 
where the children could plant and grow their own fruit 
and vegetables.  Following discussions with the school 
and the Parish Council it was agreed that a plot would 
be provided rent-free for a two-year trial period for the 
school to use. 
 
Work has started on digging and preparing the plot by 
allotment holders.  The Allotments Association is 
hoping to get some sponsorship to fund the purchase of 
suitable child-friendly tools. 
 
The first visit by the children took place in April.  Let’s 
hope it is a good growing year for them.

800 Year Altar Frontal 
When the idea for a commemorative altar frontal was 
first discussed there were a lot of different ideas about 
what should be on it.  Eventually it was decided that 
simplicity was the key and that the design should 
include the bridge, the church and the dates. 
 
The colour of the fabric was important to achieve the 
desired striking effect.  Miraculously, I found the perfect 
magenta coloured fabric that was just the right weight.  I 
just knew it was meant to be.  Once the strap line was 
decided “800 years Walking in Faith” a river of 
footprints was added to show the continuous flow of 
worship throughout 800 years. 
 
Lots of people had a hand in completing it, both 
stitchers and non-stichers, and far too many to mention 
individually here. 
 

It's a simple message but a good one.  We should 
celebrate the last 800 years and look forward in faith to 
the future. 

Joy Haggett 

.Boundary Stones Walk 
In the same year as the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805 the 
Trustees of The Queen Elizabeth Hospital owned most 
of the Manor of Congresbury.  They came to walk the 
boundary of the parish, in accordance with the orders of 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of the City 
of Bristol.  The walk ensured that boundaries remained 
intact, were known by local people and had not been 
taken over by neighbouring landowners. 
 
31 stones mark the boundary of the parish, and as the 
walkers passed them each one was hit with a stick.  
The age old tradition of beating the bounds is still 
carried on today, but the bumping of a young boys 
head against the stone to help him to remember where 
it is, has been stopped due to health and safety. 
 
As part of the 800 year celebrations of St Andrews 
Church, a boundary walk will take place over the 
weekend of May 9 & 10.  The Saturday walk will be 
about 5½ miles long and on the Sunday will be 3½ 
miles.  At the end of the Sunday walk there will be a 
service at the Church of St Saviour, Puxton. 
 
According to records the 1805 walkers had a “fine 
dinner” at the Ship and Castle public house.  The 
tradition will be repeated this year, with a meal at the 
Mendip Springs Golf Club on the Sunday evening. 
 
For more information contact me on 01934 832657. 
 

Marilyn Talbot - Chairman Footpaths Group 

New Storage Container 
Following a request from the Allotment Committee the 
Parish Council has provided a replacement shipping 
container for storage of items at the site.  The container 
replaces one that had been there for a very long time 
and was no longer fit for purpose.  The new container is 
far more secure than the old one.  The container arrived 
in February and has been painted a “Mushy Pea 
Green” to allow it to blend in to its surroundings. 

Peter Talbot 

Village Allotments 


