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Congresbury 

Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

We are delighted that the Planning 
Inspector dismissed Barratt’s appeal 
against the Council’s decision to refuse 

the application to build on the field off Brinsea Road.  
The decision is specific to this site and the pressure 
remains on the Council to allow more development and 
to catch up with ‘five-year housing supply’ backlog.  
This will include some building in and around service 
villages like Congresbury.  We will continue to resist 
unsuitable proposals and it is important to engage with 
the Neighbourhood Plan process to help shape the 
future of our community. 
 
Recycling and waste collection has become a hot 
topic.  The current scheme is popular in Congresbury 
and we have a high recycling rate.  Very few councils 
offer free collection of garden waste and the contractors 
are making no profit, so a change is inevitable.  There 
is a case for keeping the green bags with an annual 
charge for their use rather than forcing a change to 
another ‘wheelie bin’, which would cause problems for a 
lot of residents. 
 
The finances of North Somerset, in common with 
many other councils continues to be under severe 
pressure with drastic cuts in government support.  
Despite wholesale outsourcing and service reductions, 
a budget overspend is projected this year, especially in 
children and adult social services.  The difficulty in 
recruiting permanent staff is resulting in increased cost 
of agency work and consultants.  The private care 
agencies, which provide most home care, are also 
struggling to recruit enough staff to meet the demand. 
 
Safety concerns about the Smallway Junction, where 
collisions occur frequently, have been drawn to the 
attention of highways engineers yet again.  They are 
considering possible options, but have not come up 
with any proposed scheme of work.  However, our Area 
Officer has been very helpful in responding to smaller 
scale problems around the village. 
 

Tom Leimdorfer 
leimdorfer@care4free.net ; 01934 830435 

Barratt’s Appeal Dismissed 
By the time you read this you will have heard the great 
news that the Planning Appeal brought by Barratt 
Homes against North Somerset Council was dismissed. 
 
The Inspector, Mr Richard Schofield, concluded that “the 
proposal would cause harm to the character and 
appearance of the area; would have an adverse impact 
upon the living conditions of neighbouring residents; 
and, considering the requirements of local and national 
planning policy, that the appeal site is not an appropriate 
location for the development proposed, with regard to its 
accessibility to local services and facilities from the site 
by means other than the private car.  I give significant 
weight to these harms.  Although I have found that the 
associated junction works would be acceptable with 
regard to highway safety and efficiency and effect upon 
heritage assets, I do not consider that these factors of 
themselves outweigh the harms that I have found.”  The 
full report is on the Congresbury Parish Council website. 
 
The Parish Council joined North Somerset Council to 
challenge the appeal, setting aside a sum of £35,000 to 
fight the case.  The money was used to pay for: a 
barrister to represent the Parish Council’s case during 
the 5 day hearing; a solicitor; witness training; traffic 
consultant; environment and drainage reports plus our 
Clerk’s overtime.  The final cost was £28,196.44, which 
included £550 donated by villagers. 
 
The Parish Council would like to thank Liz Greaves, our 
Parish Clerk, who did a great job preparing statements, 
collecting relevant documents and co-ordinating with our 
legal representatives, and Tony Sawyer, our 
Administrator, who closely scrutinised the costs. 
 

A BIG thank you to all the residents of Congresbury 

who wrote letters, emails, attended the 5 day hearing 
and gave evidence to the Inspector and in particular to 
CRAG for all its invaluable assistance both before and 
during the appeal.  The barrister for North Somerset said 
he had never come across such a well organised group 
of protesters and felt sure it had helped win the case. 
 
Finally, I would like to personally thank all the Parish 
Councillors for their hard work and their commitment to 
fighting the appeal. 
 

Di Hassan - Chair of Parish Council 

mailto:leimdorfer@care4free.net


Parish Council Budget and 
Precept 2016/17 

The Parish Council will be setting 
the Budget and Precept 
requirement for 2016/17 at it’s 
meeting in January 2016.  In 
order to achieve this, careful 
consideration will be given to the 
requirements and relative 
priorities for expenditure, the 

anticipated levels of income, and the availability/
potential use of reserves. 
 
Councils are required to maintain a working 
General Reserve balance of between 25% and 
100% of Precept in order to ensure Cash Flow is 
maintained for day to day activities.  The 
anticipated balance at 31 March 2016 of about 
£30,000 for Congresbury falls towards the lower 
end of this range.  Allocated reserves are also held 
to provide long term funds to support major assets 
such as The Old School Rooms, Play equipment, 
Burial Ground/Churchyard and Public Toilets. 
 
In the current financial year significant expenditure 
of £28,196 has been incurred on the Barratt 
Homes appeal.  The Council has also endorsed 
the concept of developing a Neighbourhood Plan 
for Congresbury to influence future development 
proposals.  Although a certain amount of grant 
funding is available, significant funding will also be 
required from the Parish Council budget.  This will 
have to be weighed alongside other requirements 
e.g. Youth Provision, discretionary grants etc. 
 
As regards income, whilst the Parish Council will 
benefit in the future from a community contribution 
from electricity generated by the solar farm at 
Carditch Drove, at this point in time the long term 
future of the Council Tax Support Grant received 
from North Somerset Council is not certain.  The 
principal source of income remains the Precept 
collected as part of Council Tax. 
 
For the last 2 years there has been no increase in 
the parish precept per household whilst 
maintaining a balanced budget and consideration 
will be given to this at the January meeting. 
 

Arthur Hacking 
Chair of Parish Council Finance Committee 

and 
Tony Sawyer 

Responsible Finance Officer 

Congresbury -  
the Next 20 Years? 

North Somerset needs more houses along with the 
rest of the country.  Villages in North Somerset 
have a contributing rôle to play and Congresbury 
will be part of this in identifying sustainable 
locations for development.  The Parish Council 
supports the development of a Neighbourhood 
Plan that will ensure that any major changes within 
our parish are: 

COMMUNITY LED not DEVELOPER LED 
 
What would you like to see happening within the 
village? What type of houses do we need, how 
could we improve transport links, do we need more 
leisure facilities, safer cycle routes, more shops, 
bigger health facilities and schools? 
 
The Neighbourhood Planning Group need to know 
YOUR views so together we can plan 
improvements that the community want for the 
village over the next 20 years. 
 
To start the process we have produced a postcard 
which is being delivered to every home in the 
village with the Chronicle.  Please write your views, 

ideas etc on the card and return it using one of the 
following drop-off points:  Parish Office, Library, 
Post Office, Doctors Surgery, Fish and Chip shop 
or the Plough Inn. 
 
We need your comments by 31 January.  We will 
be holding a public meeting on Tuesday 22 March 
in the Old School Rooms to look at all the ideas.  
PLEASE COME ALONG and GET INVOLVED. 
 
I know that a few villagers do not receive the 
Chronicle so copies, plus postcards, will be made 
available in the Library, the Fish and Chip Shop 
and the Parish Office.  For more information or 
questions see www.congresbury-pc.org.uk. 

 
Di Hassan, Chair - Parish Council 

Stuart Sampson - Parish Councillor 

http://www.congresbury-pc.org.uk


Parish Recycling 
Scheme 

Congresbury Parish Council 
could be set for a cash reward 
if the village recycles more, 

thanks to an innovative new incentive scheme. 
 
Following the success of North Somerset Council’s 
‘Don’t Waste It!’ campaign which helps residents 
reduce, reuse and recycle more of their waste, the 
Department for Communities and Local 
Government has awarded the council funding to 
carry out a scheme encouraging towns and 
parishes to recycle more. 
 
The Parish Recycling Scheme will see the council 
work in partnership with Congresbury Parish 
Council to engage with residents, helping them to 
reduce the amount of waste they produce and 
maximise the amount of recycling they put out for 
collection. 
 
Should the amount of waste reduce, and recycling 
increase, the Parish Council will be given a cash 
reward to spend on community projects. 
 
We recently attended the Congresbury Christmas 
Fair and spoke with residents about their waste 
and recycling habits, as well as how to reduce and 
reuse potential waste over the festive period. 
 
Not all waste can be recycled, but last year nearly 
45,000 tonnes of it was still sent to landfill or other 
treatment – leading to a bill of nearly £4m. 
 
If everyone recycled all that they could then the 
council could save £1.4m from its annual budget.  
This money could be spent on other important 
services, rather than just being wasted.  In effect 
council tax payers are throwing away their own 
money. 
 
Please visit www.n-somerset.gov.uk for more 
information, or pick up the December edition of 
North Somerset Life to find out more information 
on reducing waste at Christmas. 
 
If you are interested in being involved in the 
scheme, please contact the Parish Council. 
 

Dan Cooper 
North Somerset Council 

“… traffic lights on the 370!” 
During my travels I am often asked where I live, to 
which I proudly reply CONGRESBURY!  When I was 
recently asked this question by two policemen in 
Weston I was shocked by their response “Oh, you 
mean the village with the traffic lights on the 370!”  
They were right; can anyone tell me what makes 
Congresbury standout? In my mind, nothing!  This got 
me thinking what the village needs is a MAKEOVER! 
 
To achieve this makeover, or as I like to call it 
“Beautification”, we need to harness the undoubted 
talents of everyone in the village, starting with the 
strong desire of residents to preserve the character of 
the village, to the green-fingered members of the 
Allotment Association and the Horticultural Society and 
finally the financial skills of the New Village Hall Group 
to harness grants and sponsors. 
 
What next?  A meeting of interested parties has been 
arranged for 18 January at 7:30 pm at the Old School 
Rooms which I urge all proud residents to attend. 
 
I believe one of the aims 
should be eventually for the 
village to be a viable 
competitor in the “Briton in 
Bloom” competition!  Maybe 
then the reply will be “Oh, 
you mean the village halfway between Weston and 
Bristol with the beautiful flowers on the 370!” 

 
Chris Beyfus - Parish Councillor 

Congresbury Cross 
At the recent planning Appeal concerns were raised 
about the impact from traffic on the Cross. 

 
Historic England has 
stressed the importance of 
preserving the monument.  
Crosses like this use to be 
common across England 
and it is thought that at one 
time there were about 
12,000 in number.  Now 

only about 2,000 remain and many have been moved 
from their original location.  Congresbury’s Cross is 
a rare example of a 15th century cross that 
survives in its original location. 
 
Historic England also stated that “without some 
protection the Cross will in time suffer further damage, 
and potentially serious damage, for which the Council 
may be liable for repairs.”  
 
The Parish Council has contacted North Somerset 
highways department to discuss how we can preserve 
this valuable and vulnerable monument. 

Di Hassan - Chair of Parish Council 

http://www.n-somerset.gov.uk


The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

New Village Hall / Community Centre 
Development Trust Update 

Plans for the new village hall / community centre on 
the George V playing fields received overwhelming 
support from villagers who responded to the recent 
public consultation, with 80 per cent backing the 
proposals.  Of the 96 people who answered the 
survey, carried out as part of the public consultation 
on the draft Community Right to Build order, 77 
supported the proposals while 19 were against.  
The main concerns related to traffic, parking, noise 
and loss of the grass area. 
 
The project team has responded to these and set 
out actions to minimise the impacts in the amended 
order document which has now been submitted to 
North Somerset council to begin its own six-week 
consultation, see their article.  Copies of the 
revised order documents with details of the 
amendments made are available on the project 
website - www.congnvh.org.uk. 
 
The next big fundraiser is a dinner dance on Friday 
26th February 2016 – 7.15pm for 7.45pm at 
Cadbury House - 3 course dinner, coffee & mints 
plus dancing to live music by “The Skinny Dippers”.  
There will also be a ‘silent auction’ to help raise 
funds.  Dress code is black tie / lounge suits and 
posh frocks.  Tickets £35pp (Tables of 8 attract a 
5% discount; tables of 10 attract a 10% discount).  
Carriages at 1.00 am.  Tickets available from Ron 
Hall on 01934 830085 or email 
funding@congnvh.org.uk last date for booking is 
Friday 16 January. 
 
The project have also set a target of collecting 
100,000 5ps by the end of March 2016, details on 
the website www.congnvh.org.uk. 

 
Ian Sheppard 

Chair of New Village Hall Development Trust 

Village Fete 2016 
The next meeting of the Fete Committee will be at 
6:30 pm on 23 March at the Old School Rooms. 
 
All Congresbury clubs, associations, societies, etc 
are invited, to discuss and agree plans for this 
year’s Fete. 
 
For further information contact Richard Jones 
(01934 832 413) or Unsal Hassan (01934 876 454) 

Community Right to Build 
Last Chance to Comment! 

Proposals for a new village hall / community centre 
for Congresbury have now been submitted to North 
Somerset Council for scrutiny by an independent 
examiner. 
 
Congresbury Village Hall Development Trust has 
developed the proposals for a new village hall / 
community centre which could be built on the King 
George V playing fields.  It is being progressed 
through a new type of plan called a Community 
Right to Build Order. 
 
What is it? 
This is where the community draw up the plans and 
instead of them being considered by North 
Somerset Council through a planning application, 
they are scrutinised by an independent examiner.  
The examiner looks to see if the proposals meet 
national and local planning policies and promote 
sustainable development.  They must have been 
developed with the involvement of the local 
community. 
 
In brief, the proposals are for 
 a large multi-use hall and multi-use areas 
 community café 
 main access off Stonewell Drive 
 22 space car park, plus 9 overflow spaces 
 3 bay lay-by in Stonewell Drive 
 
You may already have commented on an earlier 
versions of the plans, but this is a final chance to 
comment and have your views passed to the 
examiner for consideration. 
 
See the Plan and Comment 
 North Somerset Council website 

www.n-somerset.gov.uk/congresburyvh (you can 
submit comments here too!) 

 Congresbury Library 
 email to planning.policy@n-somerset.gov.uk 
 write to Planning Policy and Research, North 

Somerset Council, Town Hall, Weston-super-
Mare, BS23 1UJ 

 
Deadline for comments - midnight 12 February 

 
Celia Dring  

North Somerset Council,  01934 426244  

http://www.congnvh.org.uk
mailto:funding@congnvh.org.uk
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