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Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

Planning matters have dominated 
local concerns in Yatton and Churchill 
as well as in our village.  High density 

development plans have been approved at North End 
(Ayton) despite strong local opposition, in addition to 
those under construction at present.  Two major 
developments have also been approved in Churchill.  
The Sonly proposals for fields off Cobthorn Way were 
refused in February.  As a result, the developers have 
submitted significantly scaled down amended plans in 
order to meet the points of concern.  The Strongvox 
proposals for the field off Venus Street were approved, 
but the decision is being reviewed by the Secretary of 
State’s department at the request of our MP. 
 
The Council is consulting on its key Site Allocation 
Plan and the deadline for making your views known is 
the 28th April.  Several local sites featuring in the 
document have already been approved, but the policy 
document is still important if we wish to resist further 
speculative development around our villages.  
Weston Town Centre regeneration is the good news 
part of the story. At long last, Dolphin Square is 
emerging from the rubble and the Council are taking 
steps towards encouraging modern housing on two 
town centre sites. 
 
Devolution is in the news, following the Chancellor’s 
announcement.  None of us were very keen on the 
‘metro-mayor’ idea, but the only deal on the table comes 
with that package.  The new West of England Combined 
Authority may sound like the re-birth of Avon, but it 
leaves day-to-day decisions in the hands of the four 
separate unitary Councils.  Greater co-operation and 
devolved funding for transport, employment schemes 
and economic growth in the region will be welcome, as 
far as it goes. The final decision will be made in June. 
 
Our section of the Strawberry Line is now re-surfaced 
and it was busy on the day I enjoyed a cycle ride.  The 
Management Committee is reviewing its plans for the 
future and welcomes ideas from local residents. 
 

Tom Leimdorfer 
leimdorfer@care4free.net ; 01934 830435 

Annual Parish Meeting 
This year’s Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 
Monday 16th May at the Old School Rooms starting at 
7:30 pm. 
 
The aims of the Meeting are to debate current 
concerns, celebrate local activities and provide an 
opportunity for the village to come together and take 
part in a dialogue with the Council in an informal 
setting.  It is not a meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
Traditionally the agenda is set and chaired by the Chair 
of the Parish Council.  The agenda this year will include 
plans for protecting the Village Cross, Congresbury 
Neighbourhood Plan and “Blooming Congresbury”. 
 
Members of the public can submit items for discussion 
but please note that these need to be with the Parish 
Clerk nine days before the date of the meeting. 
 
The final agenda will be available on the Parish Council 
website and the notice boards. 
 

Di Hassan - Chair of Parish Council 

Two New Councillors 
Congresbury Parish Council would like to welcome two 
new co-opted Councillors. 
 
Shane Trevitt - I have lived in Congresbury for 5 years. 
I grew up in Oxford, studied at Edinburgh university and 
have three grown up children.  I worked for North 
Somerset Council from 1996 until September last year.  
With my years of experience working in local 
government I am aware of the pressures facing our 
village and the services provided by North Somerset 
Council.  Therefore I feel that I am able to add a little to 
the debate and activities of the Parish Council. 
 
Richard Hill - I have lived in the village for 35 years 
and  I am a Chartered Structural and Civil Engineer.  I 
have been a governor of St Andrew’s and Churchill 
Schools and was design leader for the Congresbury 
Millennium Bridge. 
 
The skills that Shane and Richard bring with them will 
be very useful to the Parish Council and help us to 
make informed decisions. 

mailto:leimdorfer@care4free.net


Congresbury Cross 
In our last edition we highlighted the importance of 
protecting the Village Cross.  The Parish Council has 
been in discussions with the Highways Department at 
North Somerset Council (NSC) and Historic England 
about the situation. 
 
This summer NSC is arranging for a small trench to be 
dug near the base of the Cross to determine if there are 
more steps buried under the road.  This will help to 
determine where the bollards can be placed.  The dig 
will be carried out by our local archaeology group 
YCCCART. 
 
NSC has proposed three options for the protection of 
the Cross: 
1 Keep things as they are and install protective 

bollards where possible around the Cross. 
2 Close the road between Bridge House and the Cross 

and only have one road entering/exiting Broad 
Street . 

3 Use present roads to introduce a one way system.  
Traffic entering Broad Street will use the road by 
Bridge House and traffic exiting Broad Street will use 
the road adjacent to the Geoffrey Peacock Memorial 
Garden (GPMG). 

 
Option 1 will provide limited protection to the Cross.  
Options 2 & 3 will provide greater protection. 
 
Obviously these measures will affect the shop keepers, 
house owners and villagers who use Broad Street.  The 
Parish Council want to know of any concerns or 
comments you have about the proposed options.  This 
will be discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting, please 
come along and make your views known. 
 
The Parish Council is also in negotiations with the 
Highways Department over the number of signs 

cluttering the A370 junction, 
plus the chevrons in front of 
the GPMG.  It is hoped that the 
Highways Department can be 
persuaded to remove some of 
the signs. 
 

Di Hassan - Chair, PC 

Millennium Path 
The Parish Council, Trustees of the Millennium Green, 
and the Management Group have appointed Darren 
Gardiner to repair sections of the path on the Millennium 
Green.  The work involves replacing the wooden edging 
boards, putting down a new layer of scalpings and top 
dressing with stone dust. The disabled access to the 
Millennium Bridge will also be improved.  The work is 
expected to be carried out during the summer months. 
 
The path was installed nearly 20 years ago and it is 
hoped that the repaired sections will have a similar life 
span. 

Millennium Green Trustees 

Neighbourhood Plan 
A big thank you to everyone who completed one of our 
postcards.  We have gone through your responses and 
identified the key issues that concern you which we will 
address: 

 Housing - many of you recognised the need for 
some new housing within the village but favoured 
small developments delivering a low density of mixed 
housing that would attract first time buyers and 
families. 

 Transport - your main concerns were congestion, 
safety of both pedestrians and motorists at the 
junctions, HGVs using the B3133 and the need for 
better public transport. 

 Village facilities - were mentioned, in particular the 
issue of a village hall, plus the need to maintain  
sports facilities, play areas, youth activities and the 
library. 

 Services section - the issue of health provision 
including the location of a new surgery was raised by 
a large number of people.  To encourage the use of  
our village shops for their continued existence. 

 Environment/Heritage - the maintenance of our  
green spaces plus the celebration of our heritage 
were seen as important, plus improved access to the 
Strawberry Line. 

 Employment - many of you would like to see more 
employment opportunities within the village. 

 
What Happens Next? 
Having identified the key issues that need addressing 
we can move forward to the next stage. 
 
Key points about a Neighbourhood Plan are: 

 It must be EVIDENCE BASED.  Opinions and 
statements such as there are too many HGVs on our 
roads are not acceptable unless backed up with 
evidence. 

 It is NOT just about housing, it is an inclusive plan 
that can cover all topics relevant to the community. 

 It must fit in with National Housing Policy and the 
Local Plan from North Somerset Council. 

 It must be SUSTAINABLE. 

 It must be COMMUNITY LED. 
 

We need support from you, the community, to make 
this happen.  Anyone can volunteer to help, giving 
whatever time they can spare.  We will be looking at the 
key areas listed above and you can choose to work with 
one particular area or across a number of topics. 
 
The more people involved the sooner the 
Neighbourhood Plan will be ready.  If you are interested 
in helping please contact Di Hassan on 01934 876454 
or email diana@rookery-farm.com or Parish Clerk on 
01934 838802 or clerk@congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 
 

Di Hassan - Chair, Neighbourhood Planning Group 
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New Christmas Lights 
Our Christmas lights have been 
unreliable over the last few years 
and need to be replaced.  The Parish 
Clerk has been looking at suitable 
replacements. 
 
The recent planning appeal 
significantly reduced the Parish 
Council’s reserves leaving limited 
funds for such expenses as new 
lights.  The Parish Council is seeking 
to supplement the money it can 

afford for the new lights by asking for help from the 
community. 
 
The Village Fete Committee has generously pledged 
£300 towards the cost.  If you belong to any 
organisations, groups, businesses that would like to 
contribute towards the purchase of the new Xmas lights 
please contact the Parish Clerk on 01934 838802 or 
clerk@congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 

 

Congresbury Parish Council 

Public Space 
Protection Order 

PSPO’s are designed to stop 
individuals or groups committing anti-

social behaviour in a public space.  The Parish Council, 
working with North Somerset, has agreed for the 
following areas to be included: 
 
Broadstones All dogs must be on a lead 
Playing Fields 
 

Kent Road (new)  All dogs must be on a lead 
No intoxicating substances to be consumed here 
Intoxicating substances must be surrendered 
 

Riverside Car Park All dogs must be on a lead 
 

King George V Playing Fields (new) 
All dogs must be on a lead 
No intoxicating substances to be consumed here 
Intoxicating substances must be surrendered 
 

King George V Playing NO dogs allowed 
Fields (Pitch only) 
 

Millennium Green (Paddock) NO dogs allowed 
 

Millennium Green 
No intoxicating substances to be consumed here 
Intoxicating substances must be surrendered 
 

The Precinct (new) 
No intoxicating substances to be consumed here 
Intoxicating substances must be surrendered 
 
Could we remind all dog owners that dog poo must be 
removed.  REMEMBER it can be placed in domestic 
waste bins as well as in dog bins. 
 

Di Hassan - Chair, Parish Council 

Mary Keyte 
I am sure many of you will 
recognise Mary.  She has 
lived in the village for many 
years and has taken an active 
part in the community.  What 
you might not know is that she 
has worked for the Parish 
Council for the last 7 years 
cleaning the Old School 
Rooms and the offices.  When 
the PC took over the Public 
Toilets Mary took on the task 
of cleaning them and she has 

had to deal with vandalism and the awful mess left by 
some individuals using the toilets.  She really has done 
a sterling job.  Mary has decided to retire this May and 
we would like to take this opportunity to thank her for all 
the work she has done for the PC over the years. 
 

Congresbury Parish Council 

Heritage Trail & Craft Fair 
Where is the leaning tower on the moors?  Who was 
the highwayman and where is his captor buried?  
Where would you find the oldest pews?  Which is the 
finest hammer beam roof in Somerset? 
 
You can discover the answers to all these questions, 
and many other fascinating features in our locality, on a 
Heritage Trail on the weekend of July 16/17, when four 
unique mediaeval buildings will be open to the public. 
 
St. Andrew’s Church and Refectory in Congresbury, St. 
Saviour’s Church in Puxton, and St. Andrew’s Church in 
Banwell will throw open 
their doors to reveal their 
many historic and 
architectural interiors. 
 
The 13th century Puxton 
church is now only open 
four times a year, for 
specific services, so this will be a rare opportunity. 
 

Local experts will be on hand to talk about the history 
and architecture of the buildings, with either guided 
tours or explanatory leaflets. 
 
Congresbury Refectory will also stage a Craft Fair, 
displaying the talents of local artists and craftspeople, 
with many items for sale. 
 
Refreshments will be available throughout the two days 
in Congresbury and Banwell. 
 
For further information about this event, or to book 
space at the Craft Fair, contact Jonquil Brooks on 
info@brooksart.co.uk or Marion Johnson on 
marionjohnson.787@gmail.com. 

 

Marion Johnson - Friends of St Andrew’s 
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The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

Blooming Congresbury 
This summer Broad Street and the area around the Cross 
will be bursting with colour and flowers.  The Parish 
Council, in partnership with the local traders and 
businesses, has launched a three year plan with the hope 
that by caring and improving the horticultural appearance 
of the village and emphasising its distinctive features we 
can grow a sense of community pride and even 
encourage enterprise and tourism. 
 

The first phase will see hanging baskets 
adorning many of the shops in this area 
whilst later in the year the Geoffrey Peacock 
Memorial Garden will have a complete 
makeover.  Over the next two years the 
project will be extended to other parts of the 
village including the three main entrances 
into Congresbury. 
 

The Parish Council is delighted at the level of support they 
have received so far, with working party meetings well 
attended and help pledged by a variety of village 
organisations.  Councillors will be present at this year’s 
Village Fete and at the Horticultural Society’s plant sale in 
May to answer questions and let residents know how they 
can get involved in this worthwhile project. 
 
If you are interested in being involved please contact the 
Parish Clerk on 01934 838802 or clerk@congresbury-
pc.gov.uk. 

Janet Dixon - Parish Councillor 

Local History Month 
In May North Somerset libraries are celebrating local 
history.  Congresbury library will be focusing on Cadbury 
Hill with a display in the library.  Also, Vince Russett, who 
was the county archaeologist, will lead a walk on Cadbury 
Hill on Thursday 19 May.  Meet at the Henley Lane Car 
Park at 6:45 pm.  Tickets are £1 per person available from 
the Library.  Numbers are limited so please book early. 

Clean-Up Congresbury 

Saturday 11 June Love Congresbury, CYP and the Scouts 
and Guides are holding a party for the Queen's 90th 
birthday.  They are putting on a tea party, games and 
activities for all the family. 
 
To prepare for this we are having a Clean-Up Saturday on 
4 June from 9:30 to 12:00.  We aim to weed the GPMG, 
remove moss from the Cross, tidy up the Ball Court, 
Riverside Gardens and litter pick along Broad Street and 
other parts of the village.  We are looking for volunteers 
from groups within the village plus individuals to help. 
 
If you would like to help please contact Di Hassan on 
01934 876454  diana@rookery-farm.com or Parish Office 
on 01934 838802  clerk@congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 

 

Blooming Congresbury Group 

The Flood Team 
Congresbury Community Resilience (CCR) update: 

 The CCR Flood team has now completed the winter/
spring monitoring of the drains and gullies in the 
village. 

 The blocked and problem ones have been entered 
onto our data base so that we can build an accurate 
record of events etc. 

 The gullies have also been reported to North Somerset 
Council (NSC) either by: 

 Council Connect online – reference numbers 
recorded 

 Council Connect by telephone (01934 888 802) 

 Reporting the problems to Mr Jeff Shipway (Area 
officer - Streets and open spaces - NSC).  Jeff 
Shipway holds monthly meetings at Congresbury 
Library on 1st Wednesday of every month at 10 am. 

 You can report problems such as: road problems, 
potholes, fly-tipping, road kill, litter, etc to Council 
Connect. 

 There is no guarantee the problem will be immediately 
attended to but NSC will have a record of your concern 
– keep the reference number for future reference. 

 

 Several members of the CCR team visited the 
Environment Agency (EA) headquarters in Bridgewater 
in early December.  It was the weekend when Storm 
Desmond hit the UK and was an experience to see 
how agencies work in a real emergency. 

 Environment Agency Officers have expressed a wish 
that our CCR team work with them to monitor the risk 
of flooding of the River Yeo. 

 The EA has recently installed a digital recording 
system that monitors the flow of the river at Iwood 
Bridge. 

 They would like us to help to monitor the river levels at 
Congresbury bridge by the Ship and Castle. 

 Working together we can maximise our knowledge and 
minimize the risk of flooding.  This gives us time and 
warning of potential emergencies. 

 
Peter Hughes - CCR Flood Team 
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