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Congresbury 

Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

It has been the season of 
Consultations.  Residents have been 
invited to give their views on the 

Weston Town Centre regeneration plans and on the 
district wide Site Allocations Plan linked to the Core 
Strategy up to 2026, including the two sites in 
Congresbury, where planning permission has already 
been given.  The West of England Joint Spatial Plan 
and Joint Transport Study for public consultation relates 
to longer term plans stretching to 2036.  This includes 
plans for a new ‘garden village’ of up to 5400 dwellings 
located between Banwell, Sandford and Churchill/
Langford in conjunction with the building of a by-pass 
and a new motorway junction 21A.  The Executive 
decided on this option instead of development in the 
north of the district, near the new South Bristol Link 
Road. 
 
Planning appeals resulted in mixed outcomes: the 
development in Sandford will go ahead, but the 
developer’s appeal in Banwell was dismissed.  A further 
35 dwellings have been approved by the Council in 
Langford (around the surgery) and 44 dwellings in 
Banwell on a site off Wolvershill Hill Road.  The Council 
has approved the Community Right to Build order for 
the Congresbury Village Hall following the village 
referendum. 
 
The NHS Sustainability & Transformation Plan 
(STP) has been in the national news.  Health Overview 
& Scrutiny Panel was briefed on the outline of the 
process and the main objectives relating to the three 
local Clinical Commissioning Groups (Bristol, North 
Somerset & South Gloucestershire).  The details will 
not be known till December, but it is widely expected to 
have implications for our local hospitals and primary 
care providers. 
 
Primary schools in North Somerset are all set to join 
Multi-Academy Trusts because the government is 
cutting the grant which enables local authorities to 
support school (training, personnel, special educational 
needs, education welfare etc.). 

Cllr Tom Leimdorfer 
01934 830435; leimdorfer@care4free.net 

Latest on Congresbury 
Library 

According to its latest press release North Somerset 
Council is proposing to hand over the running of 
Congresbury library to the Parish Council. 
 
Providing that the Parish Council can find the funds to 
run the library the arrangements from July will be as 
follows: 

 The Parish Council will be responsible for the 
running cost of the building, approximately £4,000 
per year. 

 North Somerset Library Service will be responsible 
for the book stock, maintenance of the self service 
machines and the computers. 

 A management team will be set up to organise the 
day to day running of the library sessions and co-
ordinate the volunteers. 

 
Members of the public using the library will be able to 
access the same services as they do now but they will 
be served by volunteers rather than North Somerset 
library staff. 
 
This would be a large commitment by the Parish 
Council but also an opportunity to provide a wider range 
of services that better meets the needs of the village.  
To achieve this the existing team of library volunteers 
will need to be expanded. 
 
If you are interested in helping to shape the future of 
our library please contact Di Hassan on 01934 876 454 
or diana@rookery-farm.com or the Parish Office on 
01934 838 802 or clerk@congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 

 

Diana Hassan – Chair of Parish Council 

Xmas Lights 
A big THANK YOU from the Parish 
Council to everyone who 
contributed money towards 
the new lights in Broad 
Street, they look stunning! 
 
Depending on available 
finances it is hoped that 

new lights can also be provided for other parts 
of the village in the future. 
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Gladman Developments 
Appeal 

Gladman Developments has made an appeal to the 
Planning Inspectorate against North Somerset Council’s 
failure to issue a decision on an application for planning 
permission within the appropriate period (thirteen 
weeks). 
 
The submitted planning application was for outline 
planning for up to 50 residential dwellings, structural 
planting and landscaping, informal open space, surface 
water attenuation and vehicular access from Wrington 
Lane. 
 
The inquiry will take place starting on 28 March 2017 
and will last an estimated 6 days; the venue is yet to be 
confirmed.  Full details including the Parish Council 
objection letter is available on the Parish Council 
website. 

Liz Greaves – Clerk 

Housing Developments 
By this spring, a planning inspector will have decided 
whether another 50 houses should be built on land off 
Wrington Lane, Congresbury.  One scheme for 38 
houses in that part of the village has been approved.  A 
second development by land agent Gladman, has gone 
to appeal as a result of North Somerset Council’s failure 
to make a decision – in planning jargon “non-
determination.” 
 
The appeal could be withdrawn if Gladman chose to 
listen to public opinion.  Hundreds of local residents 
objected to the original application; Congresbury 
Residents Action Group (CRAG) supports Congresbury 
Parish Council’s opposition and North Somerset 
Council’s Highways Department points out hazards: 

“The development will result in the intensification of 
use of inadequate pedestrian facilities on Wrington 
Lane, and will lead to an increase of conflict 
between non-motorised users and vehicles.” 

 
Furthermore, the department says the development is 
unsustainable, “by virtue of the required walking 
distances to access key facilities. This will require a 
reliance on the private car and is contrary to paragraphs 
32 and 34 of National Planning Policies Framework.” 
 
CRAG chair Mary Short said: “The Sunley development 
of 38 houses already has the green light, so further 
urbanisation of the area should be refused.”  Mary 
added that because contributions from residents in the 
Barratt’s Inquiry were a major factor in achieving a 
favourable outcome, CRAG would like as many people 
as possible to attend the Gladman inquiry. 
 
For more information, contact Mary on 01934 833764 or 
CRAG secretary Viv on vivtomkinson@aol.com. 
 

John Mills – CRAG 

New Village Hall — Update 
Congresbury’s new village hall / community centre 
building project has celebrated being the first 
community group in the UK to successfully use an 
innovative Government planning initiative to receive 
permission to build on the George V playing fields in 
Stonewell Drive. 
 
The Community Right to Build order has now been 
made by North Somerset Council, the equivalent of 
outline planning permission, following the September 
referendum where 70% (772) of villagers who voted, 
were in favour of the proposals.  Full planning 
permission will be subject to the project fulfilling the 
various conditions set out in the order. 

MP John Penrose said: “It was brilliant to see the 
community working together to achieve something 
which had been discussed for more than 20 years.  The 
idea of a referendum to give everyone a chance to have 
a say is great.  It is the first in the country and 
Congresbury is blazing a trail with its fun, innovative 
design." 
 
The project is moving into its next stage, fundraising 
and finalising planning approval, to enable it to move 
into the construction phase with the new building 
scheduled to open in late 2019.  Setting up a new 

Charitable Community Benefit Society will enable the 
project to issue Community Shares to raise a minimum 
of £250,000 towards build cost.  A prospectus is being 
prepared to be issued in spring next year; initially the 
community will be asked to make pledges. 
 
The bulk of funding will come from grant funding but 
local fundraising is vitally important. 
 
Ian Sheppard for the project said ‘to ensure we can 
meet the 2019 timetable we need the whole community 
to get actively involved, particularly we are looking for: 

 individuals with key skills and expertise to help 
progress the project – more details are available on 
the project website www.congnvh.org.uk. 

 individuals / businesses that could provide or source 
services etc. that could reduce the cost of the new 
building 

 
Please contact either Lester Biffin on 01934 876082 or 
Graham Lovesey on 01934 838916 or email 
info@congnvh.org.uk. 

Ian Sheppard – New Village Hall Committee 

MP John Penrose with members of the project team 
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Exciting New Developments 
on Cadbury Hill 

Eight new 
interpretative boards 
have been installed 
at the Woodhill and 
Rhodyate Hill 
entrances of 
Cadbury Hill, and at 
the two car parks 
along Henley Lane. 
 

The boards highlight the delicate bio-diversity on the hill 
and the nationally important archaeology of the site. 
 
Designed by Arthur 
Langley, a member 
of YCCCART, the 
boards were funded 
by Congresbury and 
Yatton Parish 
Councils, Natural 
England, YACWAG 
and S106 money 
from the Bell Inn 
development on the A370. 
 

Janet Dickson – Parish Councillor 

Wassail 
If you had been travelling around Congresbury about 
150 years ago you would have noticed the large 
number of orchards dotted around the village.   
 
To reflect this the Millennium Green Trustees planted a 
community orchard in a corner of the paddock to the 
south of the Millennium Bridge.  A number of varieties 
of apple trees were planted, including the Congresbury 
Beauty which was originally propagated by a resident of 
the village. 
 
To celebrate our Community Orchard we are holding a 
Wassail on Saturday 14 January.  The event will start at 

2:30 pm at the Riverside 
Car Park from where we 
will process through the 
Millennium Green to the 
orchard.  There will be 
traditional songs and 
poems, plus tree dressing 
with strips of cloth . 
Everyone is encouraged 
to bring along pans, trays, 

drums etc so we can make as much noise as possible 
to drive away any evil spirits! 
 
Light refreshments, including non-alcoholic punch will 
be available at the Youth Club afterwards. 

Di Hassan 
Millennium Green Trustee 

Neighbourhood Plan 
The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group was 
successful in gaining a grant of £5,770 from the 
Community Rights Programme - Neighbourhood 
Planning, funded by the Department for Communities 
and Local Government. 
 
The grant is being used to fund a Traffic and Highways 
consultant.  During our initial postcard survey in 
January 2016, residents expressed concerns over 
capacity of key junctions and the large numbers of 
HGV’s going through the village.  The Traffic Consultant 
will look at predicted volumes of traffic in the future and 
possible ways of making the roads safer for all users 
and pedestrians focusing on sustainable means of 
transport. 
 
The Neighbourhood Planning Group has reached the 
stage of producing a first draft plan and is asking key 
organisations such as Congresbury Conservation 
Group, the History Group, YCCCART and YACWAG for 
their input and help with providing evidence for the plan. 
It is hoped that the draft plan will be available for public 
consultation in the spring. 

Liz Greaves – Clerk 

Car Parking 
The Parish Council would like to remind residents that 
the Old School Rooms car park is for those using the 

Old School Rooms and Library.  It is not a general car 
park to be used by commuters or for parking to access 
village shops, surgery or other services.  The Old 
School Rooms and the Library have many events that 
are very popular both during the day and in the 
evenings and therefore users of the facilities must take 
priority. 
 
We appreciate that parents use the car park during 
school drop off and pick up times, but please try and 
keep your stay as brief as possible and be considerate 
and courteous to other drivers. 
 
The Parish Council rents car park spaces at the Ship 
and Castle that can be used by residents who wish to 
park to access village amenities. 
 

Liz Greaves – Clerk 

Calling all Artists 
What is your image of 
Congresbury?  The village is 
holding a “Paintathon” on Saturday 

20 May when artists, of all ages, and 
ability will have 8 hours to paint, draw, 

sew or make their picture using any medium. 
 
On Sunday 21 May an exhibition of all the pictures will 
be on display in the Old School Rooms. 
 
More details to follow in the next issue of the Chronicle. 



The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

Family Board Game Day 
Following on from its first Board Game Day in October 
Congresbury Youth Partnership is holding another 
Board Game Day. 
 

A range of games will be 
available from the very 
simple to the challenging, 
with something for everyone!  
Or bring along your own 
favourite games or that new 
Christmas present, to share 
with others. 

 
The event will be held on Sunday 21 January from 
11:00 am to 4:00 pm at the Congresbury Scout Hut in 
Mill Leg. 
 
Entrance is 50p per child, £1 per adult with a maximum 
cost of £2 for a family.  Refreshments will be available 
throughout the day. 

Di Hassan 
Congresbury Youth Partnership 

Yeo Valley 
Children’s Centre 

What’s On: January & February ½ term 2017 
Baby Clinic  
4th Tuesday of the month 
10:30am to Noon 
 
Womb to World 
7 and 14 February 
6 – 7:30pm 
Ante Natal education for parent’s to be who are between 
28 – 34 weeks pregnant.  Discussing breast feeding, 
first weeks, and development.  Please book your place 
by calling 01934 426643. 
 
Midwife Antenatal 
3rd Wednesday of the month 
By appointment only – booked via midwife 
6:30 – 9pm 
 
Post-Natal (with Midwife) 
1:30 – 3:30pm (appointments only) 
Booked via Ashcombe Ward/Midwife 
 
Messy Mischief 
Starting 6 January  
Ages 1+ years 
10:00 – 11:00am 
£2.50 per child 
Yeo Valley Children’s Centre 
 
For details of the full programme phone 01934 426 643 
or email yeovalley.rural.occ@n-somerset.gov.uk. 

Excavation at the Cross 
The village cross is a very 
important part of our 
heritage.  In the heart of 
the village and 
Conservation Area, it is 
over 600 years old, a 
Scheduled Monument and 
Grade II* Listed Building. 
 
The cross was constructed before 1390, almost certainly 
to act as a focus for the Congresbury Market and Fair.  In 
1975 ownership of the cross passed to the Parish 
Council, which is now responsible for its maintenance. 
 
The huge increase in traffic has meant that the cross is 
regularly hit by passing traffic and is in danger of 
suffering the fate of Cheddar Cross which has been 
partially demolished on two occasions. 
 
Some form of protection is urgently required. Before a 
solution was found it was necessary to establish if there 
were two steps hidden under the tarmac.  In August 
2016, an excavation was carried by the local 
archaeological group YCCCART led by ex-County 
Archaeologist Vince Russett, an expert on village 
crosses. 

 
The excavation was a great success and provided 
villagers with entertainment for days! 
 
The excavation revealed a lower step of the cross, rubble 
and huge basement stones that have kept the cross level 
for 600 or more years.  The full report of the excavation 
can be found online at ycccart.co.uk. 
 
Historic England now has a tangible, defensible reason 
for its Scheduled Area (which includes two hidden steps) 
and Congresbury Parish Council the information to work 
with North Somerset Highways on permanent protection 
for the Cross. 
 
YCCCART undertook the excavation at no cost, saving 
the council some £3,000. 

Chris Short – YCCCART 

The structure revealed by the excavation 
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