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Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

Rising costs of social care and NHS 
services have been in the news.  
Despite continuing attempts, there has 

only been limited progress in integrating these linked 
services which are struggling for resources.  The 
increase in Council Tax included a 3% precept for 
social care, but this amounts to less than the overspend 
in the past year.  The immediate crisis has been 
avoided by extra funding from the government.  North 
Somerset’s share is £3.7m, but we don’t yet know if 
there are ‘strings attached’.  One of the priorities will be 
to facilitate timely and safe hospital discharge in order 
to relieve some of the pressures on Weston Hospital.  
The public engagement on options for the future of the 
hospital ended early in April. 
 
Civil Parking Enforcement has been introduced in 
North Somerset, mainly relating to Weston and the 
towns.  The scheme is ‘cost neutral’, meaning that 
parking fines will pay for employing the wardens – a 
warning to anyone inclined to ignore parking 
regulations. 
 
The Strongvox application off Brinsea Road (behind 
Venus Street) has been refused by North Somerset 
officers under delegated powers.  The Gladman 
application off Wrington Lane has been forced through 
by the majority party in February despite 
recommendation for refusal at Planning & Regulatory 
Committee in January.  With no support from North 
Somerset Council, CRAG (Congresbury Residents 
Action Group) put up a very strong case against the 
scheme at the Public Inquiry relating to the original 
application.  The duplicate application has approval but 
there are some unresolved highways issues.  I was 
successful in ensuring that it included the full 30% 
affordable housing component. 
 
Extensive gas pipe replacement by Wales & West 
utilities and the new Bristol Water pipeline have been 
causing considerable upheaval in the north of the 
village, including problems for recycling and emergency 
vehicles. 

Cllr Tom Leimdorfer 
01934 830435; leimdorfer@care4free.net 

Annual Parish Meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Monday 15th 
May at the Old School Rooms starting at 7:30 pm. 
 
The aim of the Meeting is to debate current concerns, 
celebrate local activities and provide an opportunity for 
residents to take part in an informal dialogue with the 
Council.  It is not a meeting of the Parish Council. 
 
The agenda is set and chaired by the Chair of the 
Parish Council and this year will include an update on 
Congresbury’s Neighbourhood Plan, the plans for our 
Community Library plus a talk on Cadbury Hill. 
 
Members of the public can submit items for discussion 
to the Clerk up to nine days before the meeting. 
 
The final agenda will be available on the Parish Council 
website and notice boards. 

Clerk, Congresbury Parish Council 

Village Finance 
As we start a new Financial Year, it seemed appropriate 
to explain how the finances of the Parish Council (PC) 
are handled. 
 
Parish Council Precept 
This is the sum added to the Council Tax, to run the 
PC’s commitments, e.g. administration, public toilets, 
grass cutting, Youth Club etc.  The Responsible Finance 
Officer (RFO), Tony Sawyer, provides a detailed 
breakdown for the monthly Parish Council meeting. 
 
Budget 
The budget is prepared by the RFO in November, 
thoroughly discussed by the Finance Committee and 
recommended to full Council for approval.  The budget 
is prepared, based on previous years and anticipated 
future spends.  Decisions are made on level of reserves, 
money for grants and possible future commitments by 
the Council.  An example of future commitments for this 
and future years is that of the library, where money has 
been allocated for the next 3 years. 
 
After going through this process, the Council decided 
that the precept did not need to be increased to achieve 
a balanced budget for 2017-18. 

Continued on back page……... 
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Blooming Congresbury Year 2 
On Saturday 18 March 20 residents braved the blustery 
wind to weed and plant 39 new shrubs and plants in the 
Geoffrey Peacock Memorial Garden.  All the new plants 
are doing well.  Regular weeding sessions are planned 
for the first Friday of each month from 10:00 to 12:00 
during the summer. The next session is on 2 June. 
 

The Shrub Shack, a 
local business in 
Smallway, has very 
kindly donated 13 
planted wooden 
planters which will be 
placed around the 
centre of the village.  
Their generosity is 
much appreciated. 

 
I’m sure you will all remember the stunning hanging 
baskets that a number of businesses sponsored last 
year.  This year the number has grown to 18 baskets.  
We would like to thank David Onions who prepares the 
baskets and the businesses who have paid for them. 
 
The Parish Council has ordered 1,800 plants from 
Glendale for planting in public places around the village 
in May or June.  Please contact the Parish Council if 
you belong to an organisation, group or as an individual  
would be prepared to help plant them around the 
village. 
 
We look forward to a bright and colourful summer and 
would like to thank everyone who has helped to make 
this possible. 

Diana Hassan - Chair Parish Council 

Get Together on the Green 
Saturday 17th June 2.30 to 4.30pm 

On the weekend of 17 & 18 June, communities across 
the UK will be holding street parties.  This ‘Great Get 
Together’ is to remember the murdered MP Jo Cox.  
She stood up for ‘hope not hate’ and her memorable 
speech reminded us that there is more that unites us 
than divides us.  It is also our traditional ‘Love 
Congresbury’ weekend. 
 
The Millennium Green Committee invite you to come 
together on the Green to celebrate our village 
community and to feel part of the national event. 
 
Bring a picnic tea, chairs, gazebo, portable BBQ, 
whatever you wish.  There will be organised children’s 
games for those who wish to take part.  If anyone 
wishes to put up a stall, they are welcome to do so, but 
there will be no formal organisation, just a relaxing time 
on our wonderful community open space. 

Trustees of the Millennium Green 

Youth Partnership 
We have had a very busy few months.  In 
February 9 children went on a residential 
to Watchet in Somerset where they had to 

research a local “ghost” story.  The group worked 
together to investigate the details and record their 
findings on film. 
 
The film is being edited at the moment but we hope to 
screen it at the Youth Club or the Curzon cinema in 
Clevedon. 
 
In March we held our annual Young Persons Awards 
Evening when groups within the village who work with 
young people nominated someone who had made an 
outstanding contribution to their organisation.  There 
were 11 nominees.  This year’s event was kindly 
sponsored by Yeo Valley Lions who have been very 
supportive of CYP over the years. 
 
We are also very proud of 3 of our young people; Toyah 
Williams, Benedict Pearce and Izzy Hurcombe who 
have been awarded Young Lions in Service Awards for 
their voluntary work within the community. 
 

Coming Activities 
May half term all day activities on Tuesday 30 May and 
Thursday 1 June 
 
Summer Holidays all day activities 25 - 27 July, 
1 - 3 and 8 – 10 August. 
For more details contact Sarah Storey at 
sarah@congsyp.org.uk 

Village Fete 2017 
Please put “Saturday 1 July Congresbury Village 

Fete” in your diaries. 
There will be fun activities for all ages with children’s 
games, charity stalls, fabulous flower marquee, beer 
tent, Pimm’s bar, BBQ, Cream teas, Fun Run and live 
music throughout the afternoon. 
 
In the arena there will be a display by the junior 
gymnasts and a SCRUFFS dog show - a fun event for 
family dogs and their owners. 

Plus, Michael Loader, a nationally renowned children’s 
entertainer will be at the Fete.  He will be telling 
children’s stories in the Prayer Garden. 
 
We look forward to seeing you (and your dog!) on the 
day. 

Richard Jones - Fete Committee 
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Gladman Inquiry 

The inquiry ran for 5 days with three main parties involved: 
Gladman, North Somerset Council (NSC) and CRAG (a rule 
6 participant with Peter Walton, a resident, as its advocate). 
 
CRAG had 6 official witnesses: Diana Hassan chairman of 
the Parish Council, Cllr Tom Leimdorfer, Vince Russett ex 
county archaeologist, Nick Green a qualified agriculturalist 
and environmentalist,  Mark Baker traffic consultant, Jo 
Williams chartered surveyor.  Some residents also bravely 
took the stand and faced up to some very intrusive 
questioning.  Other residents, about 15 in all, spoke from 
the floor, all making slightly different points. 
 
Two major issues emerged to throw Gladman’s case into 
some disarray.  The first was the news that the “grass 
covered mound in the middle of the site” could be of 
enormous historical importance.  Secondly the farm in the 
adjoining field, described as a “smallholding”, is an 
internationally renowned and acclaimed conservation 
project, specialising in Dexter cattle and rare breed poultry. 
 
Jo Williams, a Cobthorn Way resident and chartered 
surveyor, expressed her belief that the footway scheme, 
which is an integral part of the proposed development, 
would be undeliverable because NSC do not own the land 
on which the proposed footway would be built.  This is a 
legal argument that has longer to run. 
 
Another key witness was Georgie Bigg from CPRE who 
presented a strong case about the landscape value of the 
site. 
 
The Inspector seemed really interested in the points CRAG 
raised and the issues these in turn raised for Gladman’s 
case.  She asked many very searching questions of 
Gladman.  The first of which was “If you have another, 
duplicate application approved, why are we here?”  The 
answer seemed to be concern about the possibility of a 
Judicial Review. 
 
Peter Walton, supported by his team of Peter Tonks and Viv 
Tomkinson made an excellent advocate.  We have given 
Gladman something to worry about at the very least.  Time 
will tell if we’ve done even better. 

Mary Short - CRAG Chairman 

Bluey Bids Farewell 
Congresbury Community Transport 

Directors, past and present, gathered to surprise Mike Rendu 
on one of his 
regular Tuesday 
shopping trips to 
present him with an 
engraved Bristol 
Blue Glass 
Paperweight.  This 
was in recognition 
and appreciation 
for the many years 

he has given to “Bluey” - 14 
years on the Committee, 11yrs of which he was Booking 
Secretary and many years “driving” to various parts of the 
country.  Whenever there was a driver needed, Mike was 
there! 

Pam Biffin - Bluey Committee 

Mike Rendu - 4th from left 

Flood Team — Latest 
The Congresbury Community Resilience (CCR) Flood 
team continues to go from strength to strength.  There 
are now over 20 volunteers who regularly don a hi-viz 
jacket and stare down at gullies in every street in the 
village.  The Winter/Spring monitoring has recently been 
completed and we found a number of gullies that were 
blocked which we have reported to North Somerset 
Council (NSC) through Council Connect and/or reported 
to Jeff Shipway (NSC Area Officer). 
 
We monitor gullies four times a year and now have a 
detailed record of the problem areas in the village, with 
information going back over three years.  We find a 
range of reasons for blocked gullies – some can be filled 
with fallen leaves, debris and mud.  Others are more 
serious and blocked with building spoil, litter and other 
material.  Please don’t tip plaster or other material into 
highway gullies as it will block them and cause flooding. 
 
We know our efforts have definitely made a difference in 
the village and several of the volunteers do “a litter and 
rubbish pick up” and clear gullies when they see them 
blocked.  Registered volunteers are issued with “high-
viz” jackets and are covered under the Community 
Resilience insurance scheme. 
 
Interested in joining us, then please contact leaders 
Stuart Sampson, Rob Bigwood or Peter Hughes on 
congresburyflood@gmail.com or through the Parish 
Office. 

Peter Hughes - Resilience Flood Team 

New Village Hall - Update 
The project is progressing on several strands.  Firstly, 
we are looking into forming a new Charitable 
Community Benefit Society (CCBS), with MP John 
Penrose as its patron.  This will be subject to approval 
by the Charity Commission. 
 
Secondly, we are working on finalising the design and 
fulfilling the Community Right to Build order conditions. 

 
Fund Raising 

 Coffee Morning - Saturday 29 April at Rec. Club, 
9am to 1pm.  The Bristol Twenty Tea and Coffee 
company will be providing a full range of coffee's and 
teas.  There will also be a selection of cakes. 

 There will be information displays on project 
progress.  The Youth Partnership will run an art club 
session for children from 10am to noon. 

 Open Gardens Trail - 25 June.  16 lovely gardens in 
the village will be open for you to wander through.  
Tea, coffee and cake will be available at two of the 
gardens.  More information given in the event leaflet 
or contact Liz English on 01934 834333. 

 Penny challenge - money can be handed in at the 
coffee morning on the 29 or contact Ron Hall 
ron.hall43@btinternet.com. 

 
Ian Sheppard – New Village Hall Committee  
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The production and distribution of Congresbury Chronicle is paid for by Congresbury Parish Council.  
However, Congresbury Parish Council has no editorial involvement or say in any of the content of the 
Chronicle.  All views and opinions expressed in the Chronicle are those of the individual contributors. 

Village Finance 
Continued from front page……... 
Auditing 
The PC finances are subject to an internal and external 
audit.  Any recommendations made are implemented to 
enable the Council’s finances to be more efficiently 
handled.  In addition, the RFO is constantly reviewing 
processes and making recommendations to the Council 
on ways to improve efficiencies e.g. greater use of BACS, 
having a Council credit card and having appropriate 
approval and signing off procedures.  Changes adopted 
are incorporated into the Council’s Financial Regulations. 
 
The Council’s finances are transparent, so if you have any 
queries, please contact the RFO or Clerk to the Council. 

Arthur Hacking - Parish Councillor & Chair of Finance 

Community Library 
On 1 July Congresbury will have the first community library 
in North Somerset! 
 
Borrowers will still have access to all library books, cd’s, 
audio books and eBooks held in libraries in North 
Somerset, Somerset, Bristol, Dorset and South 
Gloucestershire.  The library will continue to be open for a 
minimum of 15 hours a week but will be wholly staffed by 
trained volunteers. 
 
A Management Group, consisting of 4 library volunteers 
and 3 Parish Councillors will be responsible for the day to 
day operation of the library and the management of the 
team of volunteers. 
 
Congresbury Parish Council will be responsible for the 
running and maintenance of the building and are being 
given a transition fund of £3,300 from North Somerset 
Council to spend on improving the present facilities. 
 
The library will cost the Parish Council an estimated £4,000 
a year so we would like to see more residents using the 
library.  As a Community Library we are able to diversify 
and provide additional or different services from those 
currently provided by NSC.  Suggestions for any changes 
would be very welcome. 
 
The library is self contained and has a small kitchen, toilet 
and parking spaces in the Old School Rooms car park.  It 
would make an ideal venue for meetings and group 
activities.  If you would be interested in booking the library 
for an activity please contact the Parish Clerk. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a library volunteer 
please contact the Clerk, clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk 
or call into the library and talk to one of our volunteers. 
 
DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 
To celebrate the opening of Congresbury Community 
Library we are holding a coffee morning on Saturday 8th 
July from 10:30am to 12:30pm.  We look forward to seeing 
you all! 
 

Diana Hassan - Congresbury Library 

Up and Coming Events! 
Spend Saturday 20th May 
creating a work of art in and 
around Congresbury.  Use 
any medium, painting, 
photograph, sculpture etc.   
 
On Sunday 21st your art will 
be displayed at a public 
exhibition at the Old School 
Rooms between 10am and 

4pm.  Prizes will be awarded to the winning artists that 
have been chosen by the  visitors. 
 
Registration will be from 8 to 10am on Saturday 20th at 

Congresbury Library or pre-register at the Parish 
Office. 
 
For more information and registration forms contact 
Clerk on clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 
 

Volunteers Day 
Saturday 3rd June from 10am to 
3pm at the Old School Rooms. 
 
Come and see what volunteering 
opportunities there are in 
Congresbury. 
 

Organisations looking for volunteers can book a table by 
contacting the Parish Clerk on 01934 838802 or 
clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 
 

Congresbury Spring Clean Day 
Saturday 6 May from 9am 
to noon.  Help to spruce up 
Congresbury and prepare 
the village for Summer: 

 Join volunteers weeding 
the GPMG. 

 Collect litter and clean 
up public areas such as 
Broad Street, the Riverside 

Car Park, George V Playing Field and Millennium 
Green. 

 Sweep and clear paths and pavements outside your 
own house, removing old leaves and weeds. This will 
not only make our streets look cleaner but it will stop 
gullies getting blocked with rubbish which can cause 
flooding at a future date. 

 Get your neighbours and children organised to work 
together to make a difference to the street or road 
where you live. 

Please send photos to the Parish Council so that we can 
celebrate your efforts! 
 
For more information please contact the Parish Clerk on 
clerk@Congresbury-pc.gov.uk. 
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