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Snippets from your
Ward Councillor
Health and Social Care concerns
continue to dominate. We are all aware
of the night time closure of the Weston
A&E department. Similar proposals in Southend were
reversed following protests. The website of North
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group invites your
views on their latest proposals for reducing the financial
deficit: https://www.northsomersetccg.nhs.uk/getinvolved/nhs-service-proposals/
Following the hearing on the Site Allocation Plan, the
government Inspector wrote to the Council inviting it to
assess more sites for development over the next few
years. The only new sites in Congresbury which
feature on the list for assessment are the proposed St.
Congar Co-housing scheme at Glebelands and the
current application off Bristol Road, south of the garden
centre. Meanwhile, the Strongvox application off
Brinsea Road will be determined by the Planning
Inspectorate at an appeal hearing later this year. The
Wrington Lane Gladman appeal was dismissed by the
Planning Inspectorate, which was a real success for
local residents. The Inspector ruled that since the
developers were unwilling to enter a legal agreement
for 30% affordable housing, the harm to the landscape
and surroundings outweighed any benefits from the
development. Unfortunately, the Council had
previously passed a duplicate application which leaves
the final outcome uncertain.
Following months of negotiations, the launch of our
Congresbury Community Library is a cause for
celebration, but it will need ongoing support if it is to
succeed. We were pleased to see similar successful
community libraries working well in Somerset and
Dorset.
Our bus services have improved with the introduction of
the X7 (to Clevedon and Weston) joining the X1/X2 as
part of the ’Excel’ network. We also have the A3 direct
service to the airport and the MetroBus is due to start
from the Ashton Gate Park & Ride in the autumn.
Cllr Tom Leimdorfer
01934 830435; leimdorfer@care4free.net
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Millennium Green
We all appreciate the Millennium Green and see it as an
important village asset that serves the whole community.
The Green was initially set up with a group of volunteers
acting as the Trustees. In 2012 the rules of the trust were
changed and the Parish Councillors became the sole
Trustees. A management group made up of volunteers,
ably led by Mary Short, looked after the maintenance of
the Green and have done a fantastic job over the years.
Unfortunately, the number of volunteers has dwindled and
the group is no longer able to fulfil this role.
The Trustees held a meeting on 7th August and decided
on the following actions:
 Transfer ownership of the Green to the Parish
Council and dissolve the Charity. It was decided this
was the best long term solution but will take time to
achieve. It had always been envisaged that the Green
would ultimately be passed on to the Parish Council.
 In the interim the Parish Council will establish a
committee to manage the Green. This will be made
up of 4 Parish Councillors and 2 co-opted members.
 Set up a Group, called Friends of the Millennium
Green, which will help with the maintenance jobs
needed to keep the green a safe and pleasant place.
Jobs such as clearing brambles/nettles, strimming and
clearing paths, litter collection, painting benches, fund
raising or sourcing grants. Margaret Leimdorfer has
volunteered to become its co-ordinator. If you are
interested in joining the group please contact Margret
on 01934 834663 or margaretleimdorfer@gmail.com.
Di Hassan – Chair Parish Council

St Congar's Day
We will be celebrating St Congar's Day on Sunday 26th
November at St Andrew's Church with a party in the
afternoon. The main event will be in the Church car park
(if wet we shall be in the Church).
There will be hot food, activities for children, firepits,
lighting the beacon and of course the St Congar Conga! something for everyone!
Included in the celebrations will be a return visit by the
band “Harry and the Gondolas” which will be performing in
the Church - they were great last year.
All are welcome - look out for more details nearer the time.
Rosemary West

Congresbury Community Library
www.congresbury-library.org.uk

Village Takes Over Library
Congresbury Parish Council and library volunteers took
over Congresbury Community Library at the beginning
of July. The launch on 8th July was marked with a
coffee and cake morning which over 120 people from
the village attended. As well as this amazing show of
support we have been encouraged by the number of
residents applying to volunteer in the library, which has
meant a doubling of active and training volunteers which
now total 40. We are delighted that there has also been
an increase in the number of new library member
applications which all bodes well for a successful
venture.
The library is run by a Management Group consisting of
3 Parish Councillors and 4 library volunteers. Each
member has a lead responsibility for tasks essential to
running the library including training, events coordinator, publicity, finance and volunteer liaison.
However the volunteers are the backbone of this new
community led facility.
We want to ensure the library is a real asset for the
community and are looking at ways of increasing the
use of the library. Any suggestions for future activities
are most welcome.
Further information on the library website – see above.
Gail Lee - Chair of Management Group
Congresbury Community Library

Jeff Shipway
Jeff Shipway is our North Somerset
Area Officer. He holds a regular
surgery at Congresbury library on
the first Wednesday of every month
from 10 until 11am. His role is to
investigate any concerns you have
about highways, flooding, drainage,
fly tipping or overgrown vegetation
in public places or near where you live. If he can’t sort out
the problem he will be able to tell you who to contact.
If you have any issues that need to be addressed quickly
remember you should contact North Somerset's Community
Connect service on 01934 888 888 during office hours or for
an emergency outside office hours call 01934 622 669.
Congresbury is very fortunate to have a Resilience Team
which regularly checks the gullies and drains round the
village to help avoid flooding. With autumn approaching you
can help them, and yourselves, by regularly sweeping up
leaves outside your property and clearing away weeds that
have grown up between boundary walls and pavements.
This all helps to ensure that gullies stay clear and water can
run away easily.
It would also help your neighbours if hedges are trimmed
back to improve access along pavements.
Di Hassan - Chair Parish Council

Summer Reading Challenge 2017
Animal Agents
Well done to everyone who took part in this year’s reading
challenge. There were over 110 children signed up to the
challenge. If you have not yet completed the challenge there
is still time to solve the mystery and collect your certificate
and medal. Keep coming to the library.

Summer Craft Activities
A number of craft activities
were held every Monday
during the school holidays.
These proved very popular
with the children.

What’s Happening at the Library this Autumn?
During term time library volunteers will be holding weekly
Story Time, Rhyme Time and Lego Club sessions for
children and parents. For more details visit the library
website – see above.
There will be regular coffee mornings, including one for
Macmillan Cancer Support on Friday 29 September and the
occasional book sale.
Plans are in place for adult craft sessions in the weeks
leading up to Christmas and we hope to be able to offer other
activities in the months to come. Check the library website
for details. If there’s something you would like to do or see in
your library just let us know!

Dates
September
 Rhyme Time begins Wednesday 6th
 Story Time begins Friday 8th 2:30 - 3pm for pre-school
children.
 Lego Club begins Monday 11th
 Macmillan coffee morning Friday 29th September
October
 Thursday October 5th 10am - 12.30pm Paper Bead
making £3.00
 Saturday October 21st & Sunday October 22nd
Congresbury History Weekend
For future events check at the library or the website.
Janet Dickson - Member of Management Group
Congresbury Community Library

Christmas Fair 2017
Broad Street, Wednesday 6th December – fun from 6pm till
8:30pm. Entertainment plus a range of stalls and lots of food
and drink to tempt your palate. If the weather is wet the Fair
will be held in The Old School Rooms.
The Fair raises much needed funds for the Scouting and
Guiding Groups in the village with a donation to Weston
Hospicecare. Tickets for a raffle will be on sale around the
village before the event and on the night.

Youth Partnership
The Annual General meeting of
Congresbury Youth Partnership (CYP) was
held on 18th July. Four Trustees and two
youth workers attended. It is unfortunately clear that CYP
cannot continue to operate in this way, and unless new
volunteers are prepared to come forward, it will shortly
cease to operate.
That would be a shame, because the work which CYP
does is important for the young people in the village.
Many nearby villages would love to have the same level
of provision that CYP
currently provides. It
provides 4 sessions a
week of activities for
young people during
term time, and holiday
activities throughout
the year.
Our Youth Club building, and equipment, is available to
young people as a safe space. But more than this, CYP
offers professional youth work support to those who may
have issues such as bullying, family worries, sexual
health, drugs or alcohol problems.
I’ve been one of the providers of youth work in
Congresbury for almost 20 years, and I can testify to the
positive outcomes it has produced for some young
people. Caring well for the young people in our
community is the bottom line in making a strong, happy
village.
Come on Congresbury; don’t let this happen. Not only
the children but the community as a whole will be the
losers if CYP is discontinued.
If you can help in any way, be it working with young
people, admin, fundraising or building repairs please
contact me on 01934 853201 or cidercot.alex@gmail.com
or Di Hassan on 01934 876454 or diana@rookeryfarm.com.
Alex Ballard - Secretary of CYP

The Greatest Story Ever Told
A chance to get into the spirit of
Christmas. The ever popular
Backwell entertainer Tim Lewis
will take you through a light
hearted and amusing version of
the Nativity, using well known and
loved songs from the shows.
Thursday 7th December 7:30pm
St Andrew's Church, Congresbury
In aid of the New Village Hall, the tickets are just £7
and include a glass of mulled wine and mince pies.
For details call 01934 834333 or purchase tickets from
the Post Office.
Liz English

A Historic Weekend
Celebrating the History of Congresbury
A number of groups within the village are working together
to celebrate the history of our village with activities to suit
all ages on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd October.
Saturday 21st
 Chris Short, from the History Group, will be giving two
talks: one on St Andrew’s Church and the other on the
environment around the church.
 During the day you will be able to access the Church
roof for a stunning view of the village and visit the
Refectory.
 Friends of St Andrew’s will be serving refreshments at
the Refectory throughout the day.
 For families with young children there will be a Treasure
Hunt guiding you around the village discovering all sorts
of architectural gems and snippets of information.
Sunday 22nd
 Peter English, a member of YCCCART and a railway
enthusiast, will lead a walk along the Strawberry Line
and talk about the railway that use to run through
Congresbury. Suitable for families with young children.
 Vince Russett, retired North Somerset County
archaeologist, will lead a Boundary Stones walk,
starting at the Star. We will visit the boundary stones
between Congresbury and Wrington in Kings Wood
returning to the village via Iwood and the River Yeo.
Here we will see many of the ancient bridges over the
river, plus pay a visit to Urchinwood, a listed 17th
Century Manor. The walk will start at 10:30am and
Bluey will be available to transport people from the
Riverside Car Park to the start of the walk from 10am
onwards. Please bring a packed lunch with you.
Unearthed Treasure?
Have you found something in your garden
when you have been digging and wanted to
know what it was? Now you have the
chance to find out! Bring your item along to
the library during opening times between 7th and 20th
October and Vince, with members of YCCCART, will try to
identify and date the items. Their findings will be made
available at the library on Saturday 21st October.
Di Hassan - Chair Parish Council

Bluey Free Trips
The following “free trips” are available to all
Congresbury residents:
1. Wednesday 13th September to Clark’s Village, Street
9.30am – 2.30pm
2. Wednesday 11th October to Gloucester Docks
9am – 3pm
For info and to book a place on either of the above please
contact Pam Biffin on 01934 876082 or pambiffin@gmail.com
3. Shopping trips every Tuesday. Free pick-up service
from the Congresbury area (your own front door)!
From 12 noon to The Sovereign Centre, Weston-superMare (could also be dropped off at Tesco’s). Depart
3pm to return to Congresbury.
Interested in this trip? Please ring Paul Spears on 01934
257247.

Footpath Group
Congresbury Footpaths Group meet on the first Tuesday
and the third Sunday in every month.
Tuesday walks are usually local circular ones of about 4
miles. We enjoy a cup of coffee at the end, and are back in
Congresbury around 12:30 to 1pm. We meet at the
Riverside car park at the bottom of Kent Road at 9:30am to
share lifts.
Sunday walks start at the same car park at 10am. We
have Bluey to transport people to the start, but we usually
need a couple of cars too. The walks are a bit longer,
usually around 6 miles. We take a picnic lunch and try to
find a local pub or coffee shop to enjoy a drink on the way
round.
In August we had our annual summer outing and visited
Somerset Lavender Farm near Shepton Mallet. It was a
beautiful sunny day for the walk, and went for a delicious
cream tea at Charlton House Hotel at the end of the walk.
On Tuesday 9th September there will be a 4 mile walk at
Oakhill on the Mendips and on Sunday 17th September we
will be at Fyne Court on the Quantocks.

We have a planning meeting every six months to plan our
next programme. Our next meeting, at the Old School
Rooms, is on 14th September at 7:30pm to plan our winter
walks.
We are a friendly sociable group and welcome new
members. If you would like to improve your fitness, enjoy
discovering local places, enjoy the countryside and would
like to meet new people, come and join us. The annual
subscription is just £2.50.
Look for our posters on the notice board at the precinct or
contact our Secretary Julia Koblizek on 01934 838182.
Marilyn Talbot - Chair

Flu Vaccine
Be prepared this autumn and get your flu vaccine in good
time.
Did you know that the village chemist, day lewis Pharmacy,
in Broad Street offers a free NHS flu vaccine for all eligible
NHS patients.
The vaccine is available from early September. You can
either drop in, or call on 01934 832062, to make an
appointment.
The chemist can also help with other medical needs.

Easy Access
More and more people are taking to the countryside for
pleasure and exercise. What’s not to like, your out in the
fresh air taking as much exercise as you want and it’s not
costing you a bean. Ah but then there are those blessed
styles; fine for the youngsters to hop over but not so clever
for those with a dodgy hip or arthritis etc.
Help is at hand. NSC doesn’t attract much praise, in my
experience, but the Rights of Way department certainly
deserves it. We are very fortunate in having a ‘hands on’
team pushing through a program of improvement on our
network of paths. By working closely with local
landowners, interested parties and Parish Councils they
have managed to fund the replacement of a substantial
number of styles with gates; however with budgets being
squeezed it is getting more and more difficult. One way of
reducing costs is to use volunteers to install the gates and
clear paths. Step forward the Woodspring Ramblers
maintenance team on the first Tuesday of each month.
In the last 18 months the WS team has replaced styles
with gates along Two Rivers Way between Congresbury
and Wrington,
greatly improving
the access
between the
villages. Similarly
those who have
walked up to
Cadbury Hill from
Wood Hill lane via
‘The Coppice’ will
Before
have noticed the
rickety styles have
gone in favour of
After
gates.
Hopefully by the
time you are
reading this 5 new
gates will have
been installed
between Silver
Street and Mendip
Spring Golf Club
providing easy access to a 4 mile circular route through
the golf course. These gates will be financed, in part, by a
donation from Congresbury Footpath Group who walk
locally on the first Tuesday of the month and the third
Sunday.
If you want to know more about our path network locally or
within North Somerset go to the interactive map at: http://
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/leisure/parkscountryside/prow/find-public-rights-way/ and highlight
‘rights of way’ in the map legend.
If you spot a path problem within the parish let us know at:
psaspenden@aol.com and we’ll do our best to fix it.
Paul Spears
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