
 
News and views from 

around the village Chronicle 
Send articles for future issues to diana@rookery-farm.com Issue 17 • August 2012 

Congresbury 

Snippets from your 
Ward Councillor 

The Congresbury celebrations for the 
Diamond Jubilee gave a wonderful 
reflection of our village community.  

The Millennium Green looked vibrant with young people 
and families engaged in fun activities run by voluntary 
groups, the street party filled Broad Street with a joyful 
crowd of young and old, the bands in the paddock 
outside the Refectory entertained picnickers, the 
Congresbury Singers concert in the Church was a joy.  
Last of all, we had the suspense of the beacon being lit.  
The Parish Council, our local churches and all the 
volunteers deserve our thanks and congratulations for a 
really enjoyable day. 
 
North Somerset Council now has a fully adopted new 
Core Strategy, which sets out the principles on which 
planning applications will be decided.  More detailed 
plans relating specific areas will follow after 
consultation.  Some towns and villages are in the 
process of drawing up a Neighbourhood Plan.  
Congresbury was the first parish in North Somerset to 
draw up a Character Statement in 1998, which served 
us well.  Since then, we also went through the Parish 
Plan process.  It is possible that the Core Strategy and 
the forthcoming ‘Sites & Policies’ statement reflect 
adequately what we want for the village.  If not, then we 
need wide community participation in renewed 
neighbourhood planning. 
 
North Somerset Council and local NHS are consulting 
on the formation of an Integrated Care Organisation 
(ICO), which would amalgamate Weston Hospital, 
community health care and both adult and children’s 
social services.  There could be advantages, especially 
for the growing elderly population.  The range of health 
care provided by Weston Hospital would be geared 
more towards the elderly.  Benefits for other service 
users are less clear and there are potential dangers in 
separating children’s social care from education 
(reversing the trend of the past decade).  Financial 
implications are unclear and the nature of the proposed 
new ICO has yet to be decided.  This would be a radical 
change affecting most of us at one time or another. 
 

Tom Leimdorfer 
leimdorfer@care4free.net; 01934 830435 

Church Survey 
The Church of England and Methodist Churches in 
Banwell and Congresbury have embarked upon a 
mission audit in order to investigate the possibilities 
and advantages to be gained from closer co-operation 
between the four churches and potential amalgamation 
of certain activities and personnel.  At the same time 
those involved are concerned to gain the views of the 
wider community as to what services the churches 
could be providing, particularly at a time when local 
authority cutbacks are beginning to bite in many key 
ares of local provision.  Whilst it is clearly not the rôle 
of the church to take over these responsibilities, it is 
nonetheless important that gaps are not created and 
left unfilled, as for instance with youth clubs or youth 
activities. 
 
Anyone who would like further information on the 
process is asked to contact the Head of the 
Communication Group - Stuart Haggett - at 
stuart@haggettbrinsea.plus.com.  Anyone who is 
willing to complete a community survey can request a 
copy from margaretfivory@btinternet.com. 

Warning from Avon and 
Somerset Constabulary 

A number of yards and stables have been broken into 
around North Somerset with horse tack, a vehicle and 
other horse related equipment being stolen from 
Weston-Super-Mare, Tickenham and the A38. 
 
A shed was broken into on a farm in Langford and a 
£200 strimmer was stolen from a shed in Congresbury. 
 
We are being hit with thefts from sheds and garages in 
North Somerset.  Please where possible secure your 
property.  Put your postcode on valuable items.  Take 
photographs and note serial numbers.  Keep on bike 
locks even when they are in the garage.  Let’s make 
life as difficult as possible for thieves. 
 
Call 101 if you see anything thing suspicious or 999 in 
an emergency.  Visit www.avonandsomerset.police.uk 
for advice on crime prevention. 



 Do you know the risks you and the community 
might face?  For example flooding or power 
failure. 

 How could you help yourself, your family and 
the parish prepare, and respond to an 
emergency? 

 Is there anything you could do to help yourself 
and those around you to bounce back? 

 
Heavy rain and storms have blighted the 

UK’s ‘summer’ so far, with significant 
flooding in Wales illustrating just how 

quickly events can escalate and the 
disruption an emergency can cause.  
People were stranded in flood water, 

rail and road networks were badly hit and hundreds of 
people were forced to evacuate their homes, 
businesses and schools. 
 
You may think it will never happen here, but it might 
and an innovative new community resilience project is 
aiming to give the village the skills and capacity to be 
more self-sufficient and resilient in the event that it 
ever does. 
 

Community resilience can be defined as: 
“Communities and individuals harnessing local 

resources and expertise to help themselves in an 
emergency in a way that complements the 

response of the emergency services.” 
 
Congresbury Parish Council is working in partnership 
with North Somerset Council’s Emergency 
Management Unit and the community to develop a 
local network of community resilience volunteers, 
trained to deliver a community level response.  They 
are looking to identify local risks and put in place plans 
that increase the resilience of individual households, 
businesses and the community. 
 

“Emergencies happen and individuals and 
communities are better placed to cope during and 

after an event if everyone works together” 
 

Congresbury’s Story… 
As the pilot community you are at the forefront of this 
ground-breaking project, helping to develop the 

structure, plans and training.  Your success will 
determine how the model is developed across the rest 
of North Somerset. 
 
By the end of the project the community will have: 

 local plans in place to deal with the things that 

need to be sorted out when an emergency strikes 
e.g. evacuation, emergency transport, shelter, 
emergency feeding and welfare. 

 teams within the community to action the plans; 

these people will all have received free training to 
help develop the knowledge and skills they need 
for their rôles.  Each person would have 
responsibility to lead or support these emergency 
activities. 

 a specific plan in place addressing flood risk in 

Congresbury and a community resilience flood 
team. 

 had the opportunity to rehearse their community 

level response at a live multi-agency exercise. 
 

Your Community Needs You! 
After a successful launch, 
volunteers have come forward 
including a number of 
Community Resilience Leaders 
but more are needed. 
 
If you’re interested in getting 
involved, and doing your bit for 
Congresbury, you can give as 
little or as much time as you’re 
prepared to.  In the words of a 
certain supermarket, every little helps!  All you need to 
do is go along to one of the training sessions to find 
out more, and the team will work with you to identify 
what type of rôle you’d be best suited to. 
 
Here’s what one volunteer thinks: 
“There is already a strong sense of community in 
Congresbury, as indicated by the huge attendance 
at the recent Jubilee events in the village, so this 
project is a way of building upon this.  Recent 
floods in areas where there were hosepipe bans in 
place show how quickly and unexpectedly disaster 
can strike, so it must be good to have contingency 
plans in place to support the vulnerable and those 
who may be affected”. 
 

To register your support or to find out more contact the 
Flood and Community Resilience Officer: 

Hannah Cornock 
01934 426322 or email emu@n-somerset.gov.uk 

Is Congresbury Prepared for an Emergency? 

© Congresbury History Group Courtesy Mrs D Dartch 

Exercise Coventina 
Live multi-agency exercise in Congresbury 

on 4 October 2012. 
 

Residents willing to act as evacuees are needed. 



Congresbury Youth Partnership 
By the time you read this the village Summer Playscheme will be underway with village youngsters participating in a 
wide range of fun healthy activities, throughout the summer holidays.  This is the 10th year a scheme has taken place 
and this is only possible due to a grant from the Parish Council, the village youth worker Sam Perry, village 
organisations who help put on some sessions and the many adult and teenage volunteers who give up their time to 
help supervise the 90+ young people who sign up for the scheme. 
 
This is a success story for the village and is part of a number of activities Congresbury Youth Partnership put on 
throughout the year. 
 
The next 12 months are going to be an important time with the merger with the Youth Club, the end of its funding from 
North Somerset Council and the Parish Council no longer employing the village youth worker after September this 
year, although they are providing funding for the rôle at least till the end of March 2013. 
 
We need your help - for further information or if you are interested in becoming a volunteer contact either Alex Ballard 
on 853201, Diana Hassan on 876454 or Ian Sheppard on 835291. 

Library News 
North Somerset Library Services is running two reading 
challenges this summer. 

The Story Lab Challenge 
is for children aged 4 to 
12, where their task is to 
collect a bronze coin, a 
silver mirror and a gold 
medal.  To achieve this 
they need to visit the 
library 3 times before 16th 
September and read at 

least 6 books.  Those who complete the task can be 
entered into a draw and could win a Junior Swimming 
Card that would entitle them to 12 free swims. 
 
The Reading Passport is for readers above the age of 
12.  They will be asked to read 6 books, fiction and/or 
factual, 1 from each continent plus 1 of their own 
choosing.  After reading each book they will need to write 
a review which has to be handed in to the library.  Those 
completing their passport will have their name entered 
into a draw with a first prize of £300 of book tokens.  The 
“Passport” runs until 30th September. 
 
Also, due to popular demand, we are going to continue 
our Rhymetime sessions in August on the 1st, 15th and 
29th.  These sessions are only for children below the age 
of 4, plus their carers, and will run from 9:15 to 9:45 am. 
 
Please note that as from 3rd September the library 
opening times are changing.  On Monday and Friday 
afternoons the library will open at 2:00 pm and close 
at 5:00 pm. 

Diana Hassan 

Sponsored Cycle Ride 
Congresbury Youth Partnership and Congresbury Scout 
Group are organising a sponsored cycle ride along the 
Strawberry Line on 9 September.  All are welcome - for 
more details see our website www.congsyp.org.uk or 
contact Sam Perry on email sam@congsyp.org.uk or 
07921452973. 

Congresbury Youth Club 
The Youth club is still running thanks to funds from The 
Parish Council and a one off payment of approximately 
£6,000 from North Somerset.  The overall responsibility is 
still in the hands of a management committee but the day 
to day activities are managed by North Somerset Youth 
Outreach. 
 
Our aims remain the same: to encourage young people to 
identify which activities or trips they would like to try and 
then work towards organising these themselves with 
support from staff.  Examples of recent trips/activities: we 
took a group of 14 young people over to a licensed centre 
in Brecon for a weekend of outdoor activities including 
gorge walking, climbing at the coast in Porthcawl, assault 
course and team games.  Young people have also been 
involved in graffiti arts projects, canoeing, caving, night 
walks, cooking, arts and crafts, trampoline, ice skating, 
film nights, Go Karting - the list goes on.  We really will try 
most things that young people are interested in. 
 

The staff team is: Sarah Storey 
(Youth Worker in charge) who has 
worked at the club for 7 years; 
Andrew Pearce who has worked at 
the club for 11 years; and Sam 
Perry who is the village youth 
worker and a well known face in 
the village as she runs Saturday 

Club and Summer Playscheme for the Youth Partnership. 
 
Our Opening times are Thursdays 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm for 
school years 7 to 10.  We will run an additional night for 
school years 10+ if demand or interest is high enough.  
Please contact Sarah if you are a young person school 
year 10+ who feels that they and possibly a group of 
friends would be interested in attending this potential 
senior session. 
 
Admission charges: £1 to members, £1.30 to non-members 

includes a game of pool, a drink and toast plus free 
activities (apart from trips away from the club) 

 
For more information about the youth club, activities 
programme or hire of facilities please contact Sarah 
Storey on 07825 453 765 or sarahstorey13@gmail.com. 



Village Jubilee Celebrations 
Children’s Centre 

Children and families at Yeo Valley and Rural 
Outreach Children’s Centre used their imagination in 
art and design as they explored what happened as 
they mixed colours together.  Children started out 
painting, rolling and mark making, with red, white and 

blue paints on our giant 
palace.  The colours 
changed from shades of 
blue, lilacs, pinks and 
eventually a lovely Purple 
Palace appeared.  Out 
came the glitter, foam 
shapes and glue. To 
finish it off the children 
decorated and added 
flags to the top. 

 
“This has been just like a special birthday party” 

said one little girl. 
 
Families came together and made crowns and flags, 
using jewels, sequins and lots of glue they decorated 
cup cakes and all joined in together to enjoy a banquet 
of colourful fruits and cakes. 
 
To finish off our Jubilee celebrations we listened to a 
story and made lots of noise singing, marching and 
dancing. 

Debbie Pope 

01934 426643 

Jubilee Proms 
The Congresbury Singers, under their conductor 
Gordon Pullin, performed a variety of music to 
celebrate the Jubilee at a proms concert in St Andrews 
Church.  Some of the music had been performed at 
Queen Elizabeth's coronation.  Congresbury may not 

have had the celebs and pyrotechnics the Other 
Jubilee Concert had but it lacked nothing in audience 
enthusiasm and participation.  The climax of the 
evening was a spirited performance of Land of Hope of 
Glory led by guest soloist Liz Glen and the church, 
packed to capacity, erupted in sea of red, white and 
blue as the audience joined in and waved their flags. 
 

Liz English 

Family Activities 
The celebrations started with Congresbury Youth 
Partnership running games and activities on the 
Millennium Green with Mendip Outdoor Pursuits 
providing canoeing and kayaking sessions on the river.  
Popular activities included toddlers playing with oats, 
nail painting red, white and blue, and various games 
organised by the scouts.  Great fun was had by all and 
many hoped that a similar family day could be 
arranged in the future. 

The celebrations continued with a street party in Broad 
Street where a combined team of volunteers supported 
by both village churches catered for over 900 people of 
all ages.  The party was a great success and enjoyed 
by all. 

Senior Citizen’s Lunch Club 
Congresbury Senior Citizens’ Lunch Club held a 
special Jubilee celebration lunch on June 7th.  The 
volunteers who run the fortnightly lunches decorated 
the Old School Rooms with 
flags, bunting and stunning 
table decorations in the form 
of crowns.  The lunch was 
preceded with a glass of 
sherry, a chorus of the 
National Anthem and 92 
year old member Fred 
Bailey gave a toast to Her 
Royal Highness The Queen. 
 
To book a place for yourself, a friend or relative on the 
lunch club contact Kate Herbison on 01934 833 521 or 
email kateherbison@hotmail.com 


