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Parish Council Changes

Following the news that Jo Duffy, the Clerk, was leaving to
take up the post of Town Clerk at Portishead, the Parish
Council undertook a review of the best way to run the
The Community Resilience exercise
administration of the Council. It was decided to split the job
Operation Coventina was successful in into two roles, namely a Clerk/RFO (Responsible Finance
demonstrating the strengths and
Officer) and an Administrator.

limitations of organised volunteer response to a potential
major disaster. The week before, we were close to
having a real flood, but the river defences held. Sadly,
the sheer volume of surface water caused localised
flooding and damage to several properties. There is a
limit to the capacity of any drainage system, but we put
pressure on Council officers to ensure that our drains are
as efficient as possible. This is a district-wide problem.

It is budget time again and the news is not good. As a
matter of policy, our council tax has been kept well below
the average of similar authorities and the second lowest
in the South West. The government’s funding formula
does not favour us and ongoing cuts in grants further
reduce resources. Other councils are contemplating
economies, service cuts and increased charges North
Somerset has already made. There are few choices left
to us. We have seen impacts on youth service, carers
and disabled people, despite efforts to mitigate the
effects. Parish Councils and the voluntary sector are
being asked to take on more services threatened with
closure. We need to look at what we value, what we are
prepared to pay, what extra voluntary effort we can
muster and how we can influence the decision makers.
In August, I wrote about the possible amalgamation of
local NHS and all social care into a single Integrated
Care Organisation. This has proved to be impractical for
financial reasons and other ways of closer co-ordination
of services are being sought to benefit service users.

The two roles will be for a total of 45 hours per week which
is 5 hours more than the average of 40 hours worked by the
Clerk in previous years. The good news is this will be done
within the existing salary and National Insurance budget.
The two roles have been filled by John Furze as Locum
Clerk and Tony Sawyer as Administrator.

John Furze - Locum Clerk
I joined the Council in August to take over
from Jo Duffy. Locum Clerks are transient by
nature and cover for incumbent Clerks who
for various reasons are not available. I have
been appointed to cover until 31 July 2013
by which time a new Clerk will be recruited.
In the interim period, the Council has asked that I look
critically at all of the processes and operations with a view to
suggesting cost saving efficiencies and improvements.
I am usually at work on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
and assisted by Tony Sawyer, who works Monday to Friday
from 9.00am until 1.00pm. The Parish Office is open at
anytime either Tony or myself are present. I hope to meet
as many of you as possible in the coming weeks.
I have been a Clerk at Chard and Exmouth and previously I
worked for the Home Office in London for three years, eight
years in Atlanta, Georgia and for thirty years as a Police
Officer in Birmingham.

Tony Sawyer - Administrator

I joined Congresbury Parish Council in
I have had several complaints about speeding on major
August to take up the post of Administrator.
roads in and out of the village as well as drivers not
I provide support to the Clerk and the
stopping for pedestrians (including children, disabled and
Council and my responsibilities include
elderly) at the zebra crossing by the precinct. Our local
management of:
police officers are also concerned about road safety and
 The Old School Rooms.
excessive speeds. If all Congresbury drivers are
 Accounts.
considerate drivers, perhaps we can hope that others will
 Planning applications and Decision Notices from NS.
take their cue from us.

Tom Leimdorfer
leimdorfer@care4free.net ; 01934 830435

 Parish Burial Ground.
 Register of incoming and outgoing mail.

Prior to joining the Parish Council, I worked for the MOD for
30 years specialising as a project financial controller.

Christmas Fair 2012
This ever popular event will be held again this year on
12.12.12!! Come along and meet your neighbours and
friends and get into the Christmas Spirit.
There will be carol singing
accompanied by Congresbury
Brass Band and Congresbury
Singers, The Mendip Morris
Men will be dancing to entertain
us and there will be craft stalls
with everything from homemade
jam and cakes to jewellery. A
children's entertainer will
provide games for the little ones
and there will be a bouncy castle and face painting.
Santa will be in his Grotto (at Robin King Estate
Agents) to welcome the children and hear their
Christmas wishes.
This event raises much needed funds for Weston
Hospicecare and Congresbury Scout and Guide
Executive (who support all the Scouting and Guiding
Groups in the village by maintaining the Hut and
providing equipment and funding when required). We
hold a raffle on the
night which is
supported by local
people and
businesses who
donate some
fantastic prizes – as
an example we have
a Helicopter Flight
(donated by Polo
Aviation) this year as a prize! If you would like any
further information regarding the event or would like to
book a stall please contact Sarah Matthews on 07974
158022 or email at matthews.sarah30@yahoo.co.uk.
If the weather is wet we will just move the festivities to
The Old School Rooms like last year – a bit cosy but
just as much fun.
So don’t forget Wednesday 12th December in Broad
Street – 6:00 to 8:30pm. Come along and join us
and get your Christmas started.

Congresbury Parish Council
Senior Citizens Tea Party
All Congresbury senior citizens are
invited to a Christmas Tea Party on
Saturday 15 December from 3:00 to
5:30pm at the Old School Rooms.
Reply forms are available at the
Post Office, Library and Doctors
Surgery and must be returned by
10 December.

Bluey
Congresbury Community Transport, locally known as
Bluey, is one of the most successful community
transport schemes in the country. However, because
Bluey is a fairly large 16 seat mini-bus, there are some
local transport needs that it is not well designed for.
For example, taking individuals or very small groups for
medical appointments or short journeys perhaps to
church or shopping.
The Director Trustees of Bluey have been discussing
this situation and consulting with the local doctors’
surgeries and the local authority. There are other
volunteer transport providers, such as the excellent
Congresbury Carers team, who can satisfy some of the
needs but overall there is still a gap in service
provision.
The whole structure of the Bluey operation, from
booking methods, types of volunteer drivers and their
training, to maintenance agreements, etc does not suit
running a smaller vehicle offering a very flexible,
individually tailored service such as the dial-a-ride
schemes.
But, the Congresbury Community Transport team are
very willing to help another group who might consider
setting up a personalised service. Bluey has funds that
could be made available towards the cost of a vehicle,
experience in setting up a transport service, contacts
who would be helpful to any new transport charity, and
people willing to give guidance and advice.
If any readers of the Chronicle and their friends would
like to consider and discuss setting up a new transport
service in the Congresbury area then please contact
Richard Jones on 01934 832413 who would be
delighted to meet and go through the opportunity.

Watch Your Speeddddd

Responding to the concerns of the
community about the speed of traffic
through the village the local police have
initiated a Community Speed Watch in
Congresbury.

The scheme will enable residents to
raise awareness of the dangers of
speeding and help reduce the number
of drivers ignoring the speed limits when driving
through the village.
Avon and Somerset Police provide all the equipment
and training for volunteers.
If you are interested in joining our scheme contact
Congresbury Community Speedwatch at the Parish
Office on 01934 838802.
Paul Doolan (Congresbury Parish Councillor)

Skate Park
Over 2 years ago, after spending many weekends and
evenings at neighbouring village skate parks, along
with other parents, we thought a skate park in
Congresbury would be of great benefit to Congresbury.
We met with the Parish Council to ask if this was
possible. A huge number of children also came to
show support which impressed the Council and
highlighted that this is something the younger
generation would use and really enjoy.
We are constantly being told that children spend far too
much time inside watching telly etc. A skate park
would be an alternative attraction for them. Evidence
shows that youth antisocial behaviour incidents
decrease where a skate park is available and children
can burn off their energy. A skate park also helps
children develop their social skills but can be used by
anyone of any age and ability.
Wooden and metal frame skate parks are noisy but our
plan is for a concrete skate park which is no noisier
than the children playing on it.
Funding is available from many sources such as The
Lottery and The Sports Council, but we also need to
raise a significant amount ourselves. Congresbury is a
village with a big youth population that deserve such a
facility.
If anyone is interested in helping us to achieve our goal
please contact the Clerk at the Parish Council on
01934 838802 who will pass on details.

st

Congresbury Scouts

1 Congresbury Scout troop has been mega-busy in
2012. The year started off with a great weekend away
in London staying on an old Ice Breaker ship in the
Docklands, which included a trip to the Imperial War
Museum, Ice Skating at Canary Wharf and a quiz
seeing the sites around the capital.
At the annual Axe District Golden
Woggle awards in January Mike
Nickells won Scout of the Year and
Sam Hurst won the attendance
award. Both should be congratulated
for their commitment to the troop.
Other trips away included a five day camp at Cranham
in Gloucestershire. Despite the rain and wind everyone
had a great time. Activities included shooting,
orienteering, kayaking, a hike, plenty of fire lighting and
best of all Sumo Wrestling.
The troop have also been involved with many
community projects such as helping to deliver leaflets
for Weston Hospice Care, some much needed
maintenance on the Strawberry Line and delivering all
the information to households involved with Exercise
Coventina at the beginning of October.
Mike Nickells,
Jude Mallett,
Kit Butterworth,
Sam Hurst,
Matthew Mellor
and Jack LoveJones have
recently completed
their Expedition
Challenge badge. This involved many hours of
practice hikes learning how to navigate properly in all
weathers. Once suitably trained they headed off
across Exmoor on an unaccompanied two night hike
carrying all their kit and food with them. Well done lads
a great effort.
These six scouts along with Jack Lintern have now
completed all the necessary badges to be awarded
their Chief Scouts Gold award. This is the highest
award a Scout can achieve. To have seven scouts
from one troop reach this level shows that we have a
thriving Scout group in Congresbury and some great
young people who are capable of achieving great
things.
Scouting is not just for scouts. We also have Beavers
(6-8 year olds), Cubs (8-10+ year olds) and
opportunities for adult volunteers. Come and join the
fun!
Contact Alex Ballard
01934 853201 or alex.ballard@axescouts.org.uk

Draft Plan of the Congresbury Skate Park

Volunteers Rise to Challenge of Flood Exercise
If you are registered with the Environment Agency
Floodline you may have been woken early on 4th
October by alarming telephone flood warnings prefixed
“for exercise Coventina only”. But for the Congresbury
Resilience Team volunteers (some 30 villagers) it
meant being called out from 7:00 am to take part in a
live flood exercise.
Teams quickly assembled at the temporary control
centre in the Old School Rooms where they were
briefed, kitted out and deployed to assess the “flood”
risk to some 220 properties. The vulnerable and those
needing assistance to evacuate (people having

their needs were assessed by the Welfare Team. The
evacuees were refreshed and later given a delicious
hot lunch by the Emergency Feeding Team. During the
afternoon transfer of the evacuees to the care of North
Somerset Social Care was arranged so they could be
moved to a centre
suitable for an
overnight stay. We
even had an RAF
rescue helicopter
called in to airlift an
evacuee with a
“suspected” heart
attack.
The exercise threw up some helpful lessons but all
Teams successfully met their objectives and
Independent observers commented on the enthusiastic
co-operation within and between teams. Calm
professionalism was shown throughout the day. All
participants enjoyed the exercise.

volunteered to act these roles) were identified.
The Transport Team moved the evacuees to the
reception centre (again the Old School Rooms) where

More volunteers are needed to be ready to step forward
in the event of a real emergency. If you are interested
in getting involved please contact the Resiliance Team
at Congresbury Parish Council on 01934 838802.

The heavy rainfall in
September, caused a number
of properties in Congresbury
to flood from groundwater and surface water sources.
Environment Agency staff were in attendance to
respond to the incident and the flood defences and
reservoir structure maintained by us operated
successfully to prevent river flooding to the village.

(where flooding is expected) around the Congresbury
area. To register to receive this service, please contact
us on 0845 988 1188 or alternatively log on to
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/floodline.

We worked closely with North Somerset Council to
provide support to the local residents. We also
investigated the flooded properties and recorded details
which can be used to inform North Somerset Council’s
future works.

For information on insurance visit: www.environmentagency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/floods/31654.aspx.

For information relating to flood risk visit
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/homeandleisure/
floods/default.aspx.

There is also useful advice on the National Flood
Forum website: nationalfloodforum.org.uk/.

Furthermore, we are working closely with the
Congresbury Resilience Team, a group of local
volunteers, to improve the response should an incident
occur in the future; protecting vulnerable people and
ensuring that measures are put in place to reduce the
risks and impacts posed by flooding.
We have worked with our Partners and the wider Local
Resilience Forum to input into an emergency response
exercise. This was a valuable and interesting
opportunity for multi-agency cooperation. This will
encourage a closer and better understanding and
working relationship for all the responding
organisations.
The Environment Agency provides a flood alert (where
there is a possibility of flooding) and two flood warnings

River Yeo at Congresbury on 24th September

