
Minutes Strategic Planning Working Party 
Monday 1st June at 7:30 
 
Present: Stuart Sampson, Dawn Harrison, Peter Sewell, Di Hassan, Ian Sheppard. 
 
Apologies: Liz Greaves, Tom Leimdorfer. 
 
Other notices: Stuart gave thanks to the work and advice from Mary Short who has decided to step 
down from the working group. Stuart Confirmed that Raj has asked for a break from the group until 
September.  
 
Matters Arising: Peter raised the issue of publicising work done by the group and the need to make 
it available to the general public primarily via the Congresbury PC web site. Although the report and 
the recommendations of the first Phase were on the web site he felt that all the documents relating 
to Phase 1 of the work should be available as well.  
 
Action: Stuart to make final amendments and provide to Tony Sawyer to upload to the Parish 
Council website by the end of June 2015.  
 
Neighbourhood Planning 

Stuart summarised the first task facing us –the designation of the area for the neighbourhood 
plan which is then submitted it to North Somerset Council (NSC). This will need to be agreed by 

Congresbury Parish Council as qualifying body.  
Suggested we go with the current parish boundary, everyone in favour. 
 
Recommendation 1 - The strategic group recommends that Congresbury Parish Council should 
submit an application to designate a neighbourhood area to NSC.  
 
The application will need to contain: 

 map identifying the proposed neighbourhood area 

 a statement explaining why the area is appropriate to be designated as a neighbourhood 
area 

 a statement explaining that the body making the area application (the parish or town council 
or prospective neighbourhood forum) is capable of being a qualifying body 

Following receipt of the application NSC will then allow for public consultation on the application, 
approximately 6 weeks. NSC will then need to make a decision on whether to designate a 
neighbourhood area and must publicise details of its decision, once it is made. This will close stage 1 
and start stage 2 of the neighbourhood plan development.  
It is hoped that this stage will be completed by November this year but will be dependent 
Congresbury Parish Council decision at its June meeting and then on North Somerset Council once 
the application has been made.  
 
Action: Peter raised the issue of the scope of the plan, agreed he will report on this at the next 
meeting, using the Parish Plan as a reference point. 
Action: Stuart will report on the proposed Project Team Structure at the next meeting. 
 
Community Hall 
Ian Sheppard explained that the Development group have decided to pursue the Community Right 
to Build route rather than go for the conventional planning route. They realised this was not an easy 
option, there were few case studies that they could follow and NSC have never handled one before.  
As with the NP they will need to designate an area, draft an order, carry out a consultation study 
with local groups including the PC, and submit the order to an independent examiner for their 
approval. It then goes to NSC who will arrange for a referendum to take place. This must involve a 
yes/no reply and 51% of the people who take part in the referendum must vote “yes” for it to be 
passed. He is hoping to be in a position to hold the referendum in November 2015.  
Funding. The cost according to the architect using standard build figures  is thought to be between 
1.7 and 2.2 million but evidence has shown that similar buildings have been built for 1.3 million. 
Numerous grants are available of between 200k and 500k, and the committee is looking at 
Community Shares as a way of raising some of the money. 



 
Engagement with Local Community 
Stuart outlined his initial idea of having a Steering Group who will oversee the whole project with 
various sub groups working on the different aspects such as transport, development sites etc. This 
will be decided following confirmation of the scope of the project.  
Main task is engaging with the community. If any members know of individuals who would be 
interested in joining the group could they invite them along to the next meeting. 
 
 
Date next Meeting: Wednesday 1sy July at 7:30  
 
 
 
 


