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1.0 Summary 
 
There are three main stages to producing a Neighbourhood Plan. These are: 
Stage 1 – Getting Established 
The first step is to submit a proposed neighbourhood area to North Somerset Council for 
designation. A consultation will follow the application and then North Somerset Council will confirm 
the area. This allows Congresbury to move to stage 2.  
 
Stage 2 – Preparing the Plan 
Preparing to write a Neighbourhood Plan includes publicity, development of local partnerships, 
community consultation and engagement and the building of an evidence base. This will inform the 
development of a vision and/or aims for the plan. These in turn will inform the formulation of policy, 
proposals and site allocations. Community engagement will be necessary at all stages of the plan-
making process. 
 
Stage 3 – Bringing the Plan into Force 
The proposed Neighbourhood Plan will be submitted to the North Somerset Council, which will 
check that proper procedures have been followed in its preparation and that any necessary 
assessments accompany the plan. Following a period of publicity, the local planning authority will 
arrange for an independent examination and organise the public referendum, subject to the plan 
meeting legal requirements. 
 
 
2.0 Timeline 
 
The work the strategic planning group has completed has provided a good evidence base for the 
development of the neighbourhood plan. The proposed next steps are outlined below. However  
 

Date Stage Action 

Summer 2015 Stage 1  - getting 
established 

Consultation on designating a neighbourhood plan area 
Working group to reform into a new Neighbourhood 
Plan steering group reporting back to the Parish Council. 
Action recommendations from the March report to the 
Parish Council.  

Autumn 2015 Stage 2 – preparing 
the plan 

Communication with the village and surrounding Parish 
Councils 
Define scope of the plan, project plan, establish budget 
from the Parish Council, call for volunteers 
 

Winter 2015-16 Collate evidence to support the plan, verify using 
experts and consultants where appropriate Spring 2016 

Summer 2016 Prepare the draft plan for submission 

Autumn 2016 Stage 3 – Bringing 
the Plan into Force 

Pre-submission consultation – duration 6 weeks 

Winter 2016-17 Submission to North Somerset Council who will organise 



 

Project stages for development of a Neighbourhood plan  Page 2 of 2 

Date Stage Action 
Spring 2017 a six week consultation, the independent review and 

referendum.  

Summer 2017 50% of those voting in the referendum vote ‘yes’, then 
North Somerset Council will bring the plan into force and 
it will form part of the statutory Development Plan for 
that area. 

 
 
For more information please visit http://locality.org.uk/resources/neighbourhood-planning-
roadmap-guide/  
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