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Congresbury Parish Council 

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The Annual Parish meeting was held on Monday 15th May 2017 at 7.30 pm in the Old School Rooms, 

Station Road, Congresbury.  

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome and introductions 
Cllr Di Hassan Chairman of the Parish Council opened the meeting and welcomed 20 
residents of the Parish of Congresbury. She explained that before the meeting a one 
minute silence would be held for both Peter Sewell and Andrew Sheppy who had 
recently died and were active members of the community and had served on the Parish 
Council. 
 
Minute silence observed by all  
 
Cllr Hassan introduced herself and the Clerk and outlined the format of the Parish 
Meeting.  
 

2. Apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from; 

 Richard Hill 
 

3. Minutes of the Parish Meeting of 16th May 2016 
The minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 16th May 2016, issued to all present prior to 
the commencement of business, were approved by the meeting as a true record and 
signed by Cllr Hassan. 
 

4. Cadbury Hill – John Harris, Estate Manager 
John Harris outlined his role to the meeting as the coordinator for Cadbury Hill, taking 
his lead from the Cadbury Hill Management Committee. 
Cadbury Hill is important due to its geographical prominence and is currently owned by 
North Somerset Council, Congresbury and Yatton Parish Councils, Bristol Water and 
Cadbury House. There are many access points including those from Woodhill, Yatton 
Cricket Club, Blind Lane and the bridle path. 
Cadbury Hill has significant archaeology and was an Iron Age fort as detailed in various 
surveys undertaken. Evidence of Roman settlement including a temple has been 
destroyed by quarrying.  
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The hill benefits from a network of footpaths and today is valued for recreational 
purposes by walkers, runners, mountain bikers and campers (although these later 
practices are not encouraged). The natural habitat of the hill is limestone grassland and 
deciduous woodland currently managed by grazing Dexters and now sheep over the 
winter.  
Cadbury Hill today benefits from the Higher level Stewardship Scheme and capital works 
includes scrub clearance and tree felling on the ramparts and surrounds. Long term 
management plan is to restore woodland and grassland for target features. New 
interpretation boards have recently been installed that outline both the archaeological 
features and natural habitat.  
Another priority is to manage the veteran trees by ring barking surrounding trees and 
halo felling which allows more light around the veteran tree, all of this is work in 
progress.  
 
Ron Hall asked – Can anything be done about the prevalence of ticks? 
John Harris responded by saying that there was little that could be done about the ticks 
on the hill due to the number of deer and long grass. The only way is to regularly check 
your dog after a walk. 
 
Viv Tomkinson said that the interpretation boards do not say ‘no cycling’ therefore it is 
difficult to challenge a cyclist. 
John Harris noted this comment. 
 
Tom Leimdorfer noted that the commitment from Natural England ends in 2023 and was 
interested in how the hill will be managed from this date? 
John Harris said that this is a long time in the future and there is uncertainty with regard 
to Brexit and how this will effect funding. Currently the Parish Councils put more money 
into Cadbury Hill than comes from the support grant.  
 

5. Congresbury Community Library 
Cllr Hassan introduced Gail Lee who has volunteered as the Chair of the Community 
Library Management Board. The library is due to be handed over by North Somerset 
Council on July 1st. 
Gail introduced herself and firstly thanked the Parish Council from taking over the 
running of the library. The management group is accountable to the PC and will report 
quarterly and will have an annual action plan.  
The management group is made up of 3 parish councillors and 4 resident volunteers all 
having a specific vole which includes arranging the rota, health and safety, training, 
publicity, finance, events and children events coordinator. There are currently just over 
20 volunteers; more are needed to ensure the library is effectively manned as at least 2 
volunteers are required for every session. It is envisaged that the same sessions as 
currently run will continue, although this might change in the future.  
3rd June 10-3pm there is a volunteers day being held in the Old School Rooms, where 
people can sign up to volunteer in different areas. The library will be present at this 
event, so either sign up there or a form can be obtained at the library or from the Parish 
Office. The library will also have a stall at this year’s village fete on 1st July. 
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The official opening of the Community Library will be 8th July, it is hoped that the 
redecoration will have been completed by this date.  
The library will have access to the consortium for books and therefore will continue to 
receive a stock of new books and other resources including dvd’s, talking books etc. The 
Management Group is keen to make the library an asset that will also include a full 
programme of activities. Suggestions include bridge club, chess club etc., but all 
suggestions welcome of what might benefit the community. The library will also be a 
venue that can be hired at a cost for other activities and meetings.  
The next stage for promotions is to develop a face book account and also have a 
resident’s survey. 
 
Arthur Hacking added that North Somerset Council is transferring £3,300 to the Parish 
Council for the initial transfer costs. He also outlined that the PC had made provision for 
the library for the next 3 years.  
 

6. Neighbourhood Planning 
Cllr Hassan provided an update on the neighbourhood planning process. She began by 
refreshing memories of the topics that were being looked at starting with Environment 
and Heritage. The steering group have benefitted from input from YACWAG, outlining 
areas that are significant with regard to flora and fauna that requires some protection. 
We have had meetings with residents and business owners around the conservation 
area to see what changes or improvements they would like to see. The steering group is 
working closely with the Conservation Group to assist with any draft policies.  
With regard to the Employment section the steering group carried out a telephone 
survey with 83 businesses that were listed for Congresbury, this concentrated on the 
numbers of people employed, their ages, whether they were part-time or full-time and 
where they lived. Local businesses were also asked what changes and improvements 
would help their work. 
Under facilities and Services the steering group is looking at current facilities in the area 
ranging from burial provision to children’s services. We are waiting to see what is going 
to happen with the proposed new Doctor’s surgery and where it will be located.  
With regard to housing the steering group has started to think about where new housing 
could be built, however we must also consider the size of development that might be 
acceptable, the type of housing needed and to ensure that any built are sustainable.  
 
Using a grant that we were awarded the steering group employed a traffic consultant to 
look at the issues raised by residents. His draft conclusions and recommendations were; 
1. That a series of improvements to assist sustainable transport within the Parish are 

capable of being developed 
2. A series of measures to offset the effect of HGV’s can be defined 
3. Selected improvements at the junctions of the A370 and B3133 could be evolved to 

assist in road user and pedestrian safety 
4. Improvements to access the Strawberry Line to encourage greater use of the route 

for recreation and commuter related travel 
5. Introduction of village gateway features on all approaches and the possibility of 

reducing the speed limit. 
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The Steering group is aware that there is little possibility of reducing the amount of 
traffic through the village, but the aim is to try and improve safety for all road users and 
especially pedestrians and cyclists.  
Cllr Hassan on behalf of the group thanked those who have and are helping with the 
plan. She stated that it was hoped to be further on than we currently are but 
unfortunately other issues have taken priority. It is hoped to have our draft plan finished 
within the next 4-5 months.  
 
Ron Hall asked whether a weight limit can be applied for HGV’s using the B3133? 
Cllr Hassan replied that it was hoped that the new South Bristol link road will reduce the 
number of HGV’s using the B3133. From the HGV survey most were quarry traffic which 
would have a legitimate reason for following this route. Also the plan for improved 
village gateways may make it less attractive route for HGV’s by making it more difficult 
to pass.  
 
Tom Leimdorfer responded that it was the intention to try and get a weight restriction of 
7.5 tonnes as Yatton high street, however this will have no impact on perhaps 85% of 
traffic as they have legitimate reason to travel on the B3133. Also enforcement of a 
weight limit is difficult. A 20 mph speed limit within the village is also a possibility that 
should be considered.  
 
With any scheme there is a cost implication.  
 
Arthur Hacking asked what the plans were to improve the accident black spot of 
Smallway and the end of Woodhill? 
These areas have been looked at by NSC who is very aware of the number of accidents 
and safety aspects.  
 
Ian Sheppard asked whether there was a plan for the future of halls within the village. 
Cllr Hassan stated that all of this would be considered in the draft plan 

 
7. Parish Council Finance Report 

Cllr Hacking thanked the Clerk and RFO for all the work carried out to ensure that the PC 
finances were managed and controlled. Cllr Hacking gave a presentation on the Parish 
Council finances which are shown on at the end of these minutes.   

 
8. Question and Answer Session 

Natalie Nunn asked for an update on the King George V children’s play area which is 
currently closed.  
Liz Greaves explained the history of the neighbour’s wall having to be taken down as the 
structure was unsafe and that as to date they had not replaced the wall with any form of 
protection so therefore it was unsafe to re-open the area. However, the PC had 
continued the fence which now safely surrounds the play equipment but as it has been 
closed for an extended period the area requires cleaning before it can be opened. It is 
hoped that this will be imminent.  
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Ron Hall asked why the New Hall Development Trust was turned down for the £500 grant 
for a new café? What are the criteria to approve grants? There seems to be no support 
for the new hall especially as it was a relatively little amount asked for. 
Cllr Hacking stated that the grant application was only refused at this time and that it 
would be reconsidered at a later date when confirmation that the majority of the £9K 
had been received. The issuing of grants depends on different criteria and each one is 
considered individually, this year some grants were rejected as they were for 
organisations out of the village and others had conditions attached. There are further 
opportunities for organisations to submit grant requests for viable projects.  
 
Cllr Hassan finished the meeting by expressing thanks to both Liz and Tony for keeping 
the office activities of the parish Council working so well. Also thanks to Cllr Leimdorfer 
for representing the village and residents so well, the work that he does is the envy of 
many other parishes. Cllr Hassan also expressed thanks to the other Parish Councillors 
who do so much for the village and to those residents who have volunteered their time 
and expertise with projects such as Congresbury in Bloom, clean up days and those who 
volunteer in the library. 
 
Cllr Leimdorfer expressed his thanks and that of the remainder of the Parish Councillors 
and staff to Cllr Hassan. 
 
Cllr Hassan closed the meeting at 8.47 pm and thanked residents for attending.  

 
The meeting closed at 8.47 pm 

 
Congresbury Parish Council 

Finance Report 2016/17 
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