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Congresbury Parish Council 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Full Parish Council in St Andrew’s Room, the Old School 
Rooms, Congresbury, on Monday 11th November 2017 at 7.30pm. 
 

Present:  Cllrs Beyfus, Clarke, Dickson, Eastment, Hacking and Hill. 
 
In Attendance:  Cllr Tom Leimdorfer and Liz Greaves 
 
There was 1 members of the public present. 
 
Public Participation 
Cllr Leimdorfer read through his Ward Report which is available on the website. 

 
Police Report: All crime statistics are now available on-line at https://www.police.uk/avon-
and-somerset/AN007/crime/.  
 
Cllr Hassan started the meeting to express her thanks to Cllr Clarke for reading at the 
Remembrance Sunday Services. Her input was very well received. 

 

GENERAL BUSINESS 
 

17100 Apologies for absence  
                    Cllr Sampson 

 

17101 Declarations of Interest and to consider any written applications for 
dispensations 

 None 
 

17102 Exclusion of the press and public 
                           N/A 
 

17103 Approval of minutes 
                           Full Parish Council – 9th October 2017 
                           Resolved: The above minutes were approved and signed as a correct record. 

 

17104 Co-option of new member 
                    Resolved: That the Parish Council co-opts Ally Jones to fill a vacancy on the 

Parish Council. Ally Jones signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 
 

https://www.police.uk/avon-and-somerset/AN007/crime/
https://www.police.uk/avon-and-somerset/AN007/crime/
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17105 Proposed meeting schedule 2018 
                    Members notes the draft meeting schedule for 2018. The date for the Parish 

Meeting will be Thursday 10th may 2018 starting at 7.30pm.  
 

17106 Christmas Fair arrangements 
                    Members noted that the arrangements for the Christmas Fair are progressing 

well as per the Street Collection Permit and draft Road Closure Notice. 
Volunteers to contact the Clerk if they are able to help with the operation of 
the road closure.  

 

17107 Cadbury Hill 
Members received a verbal update from Cllr Dickson with regard to recent 
activities and actions taken to manage Cadbury Hill, which included the 
following; 
The work to be undertaken 2017-18 includes measures that protect and 
encourage wild flowers and reduce the impact of fires on the hill.   
• Ring-barked trees will now be felled in 2019, these have been assessed 
and do not pose a threat to public safety. 
• Major scrub clearance of encroaching brambles 
• Issue raised by adjacent landowner about the perceived increase in deer 
population on Cadbury Hill. There are no obvious signs of deer on the top; 
John Harris will speak to the resident.  
• 2 of the recently installed interpretation boards have been vandalised. It 
was agreed to replace vandalised boards as an insurance claim- £100 excess. 
Cost = £700+ 
• The Company who installed the boards are also replacing the marine ply 
backings with PVC as they are beginning to be badly affected by mould. There 
will be no cost as this is covered under the warranty. 
• If the vandalism happens again, the group will consider re-siting the 
Woodhill boards in a more visible spot. 
• There have been some complaints about the grazing animals and poor 
communication to users of the Cadbury Hill especially with regard to 
exercising dogs. It is important to recognise the vital role that grazing animals 
play in the management of the hill. 
• It was agreed that no calves at foot will be placed on the hill in line with 
the risk assessment.  
• Advanced warning notices to be erected even though there are 
permanent signs. 
• A large flock of sheep will be on the hill for a limited period, advanced 
warning in all possible locations inc. PC’s websites and Congresbury 
Chronicle. 
• The veteran oak we tried to protect hasn’t been able to sustain healthy 
growth. It was infected with oak mildew in the summer and therefore the 
stump will be left to nature. 
• The other oak nearby has had a halo of overhanging trees felled. This will 
be monitored in case oak mildew spreads- air borne.  
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• It is being muted to replace the oak with a tree to possibly mark a new 
monarch or another important occasion. Also there is a possibility of 
installing a beacon. 
 
• Cadbury Hill is a prime site for bats. 
• Grant funding from Batlink Focus Area and the Countryside Stewardship 
Facilitation Fund supported by Natural England is only available for large 
projects submitted by a consortium of interested landowners. Agreed that 
Tony Moulin be approached to represent the hill on the proposed forum. 
• Management group ends the year with a small carry over but hopes that 
both PC’s will continue to fund this valuable historical, archaeological, 
environmental community asset. 

 

17108 Mendip Vale Medical Practice 
a) Members noted the response from David Clark, Executive Manager, 

Mendip Vale Medical Practice especially with regard to some afternoon 
appointments being available in afternoons in Congresbury from 
December. The newsletter is now being sent and copies printed off for in 
the library and on notice boards. 

Resolved: Cllr Hacking agreed to be the Parish Council representative on the 
Mendip Vale Medical Practice Patient Participation Group. 
b) Members discussed the email correspondence with regard to parking at 

the Old School Rooms and agreed that the response should contain the 
following; 

 There are limited spaces, only 15 and 2 disabled spaces 

 Users of the hall pay for the renting of rooms which includes car 
parking 

 It was noted over a long period that staff from the practice were 
parking their cars in the Old School Rooms for the entire period that 
they were at work and failed to stop when polite notices were left on 
their cars. 

 There are times especially during Monday/Wednesdays and 
Thursdays when the Old School Rooms are fully booked and also the 
library is open. This leads to users having to double park which is 
hazardous. 

 Many of the users of the hall and library are elderly and attend 
sessions such as the Senior Citizens lunch club and more mature 
fitness sessions and craft sessions. Therefore many of our users are 
infirm and have some mobility problems.  

 The Parish Council is sympathetic to patients who are infirm or 
disabled and those with emergencies but do not wish that the Old 
School rooms be used as the default car park for both staff and 
patients who use the surgery when there are the alternatives of their 
own car park and spaces close by at the Ship and Castle car park 
where the Parish Council rents spaces for local residents. 
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PLANNING 
 
17109 Planning Appeal  APP/D0121/W/17/3176151 

                    Members noted the update provided by Cllr Hacking with regard to the 
Planning Appeal set date for the 21st November 2017. 

 

FINANCE 
 

17110 Budget 2017/18 
Resolved: That Members accepted the RFO Financial Report on the budget 
performance year to date for 2017/18.     
 

17111 Payment schedule 
                          Resolved: That Members accepted the schedule of payments made and 

schedule of receipts 
 

AMENITIES 
17112 Burial Ground 

Members noted that minor maintenance work has been carried out at the 
Burial Ground.  

 
17113 Strawberry Line 

a) Members noted that information has been received from Bristol Water 
that despite adopting extended working hours that Bristol Water will not 
be able to complete the works that were required to open the Strawberry 
Line tunnel by the end of October.  

Resolved: That the Clerk endeavour to find out an update on the Bristol 
Water works that affect local residents.  
b) Consider whether Congresbury would like to be included in a sponsorship 

project to have sign boards which will include a parish/village map. 
Resolved: That the Parish Council would like to have signage boards for 
Congresbury and that any ideas for what needs to be included should be sent 
to the Clerk.  

 
 

Meeting finished 8.42 pm. 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………….       Date: ……………………………….. 


