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Congresbury Parish Council 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee of Congresbury Parish Council in St 
Andrew’s Room, the Old School Rooms, Congresbury, on Monday 19th June 2017 at 
7.30pm.   

 
Present:   Cllrs Beyfus, Dickson, Hassan and K Hill 
 
In Attendance:  Liz Greaves, Cllr Leimdorfer 
 
There were 2 members of the public present. 
 
Public Participation 
 Chris Short stated that the Conservation Area Group & History Group Committee met shortly 

before this meeting. All agreed with the principle of saving and improving the state of the 
vicarage. It was also accepted that some degree of development would be permitted on 
Glebelands. The present Glebeland proposals look all right in the plans as presented – however, 
we realise this could change in the future.  
The rest of the proposal is not in accordance with Congresbury Parish Council Conservation Area 
Policy and does not enhance a grade 1 Listed area of national importance. Regard must also be 
taken of the comments by Historic England. We would welcome the opportunity for some 
dialogue about the problems, and how the objective of saving the vicarage could be achieved.  
 
Mr Short also spoke about the Birches application. He outlined that the Conservation Area 
Group reviewed the application. It was considered acceptable in principle but the group were 
concerned that under the application document heading Listed Building Alterations and against 
section 10c) (works to building within the curtilage) the applicant has stated “no” even though a 
doorway is being constructed. We respectfully asked the Parish Council if this application, 
regarding a Grade 2 listed building, could be referred to the North Somerset Conservation 
Officer.      

 

 Cllr Leimdorfer expressed that the Withydale Farm application is for agreement of reserved 
matters, to finalise detail only. 
With regard to the discussions for the St Congars Cohousing, Cllr Leimdordfer said that he had 
attended a recent site meeting with NSC Officers. Various issues were discussed including 
landscape, trees, heritage, flooding etc. This meeting with dictate the formal response that NSC 
will make to the pre application submitted.  

 

 Mary Short also spoke with regard to the Birches application and she wished to outline 
that she is aware of a legal dispute over who currently owns the land onto which the 
proposed door opens. This has not been outlined by the applicant.  
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17001 Election of Chairman 

 Resolved: That Cllr Hassan be elected as Chair of the Planning Committee for the 
next council year. 

 

17002 Apologies for absence 
Cllr Clarke 
 

17003 Declarations of Interest 
None 
 

17004 To consider the following planning applications: 
a. 17/P/1149/F  - Iwood Farm, Wrington Road, Congresbury, BS49 5AR – 

Proposed conversion of store, cider press and outbuildings to form additional 

residential accommodation, garage block and associated works. 

Resolved: That the Committee recommended approval of this application. 

 

b. 17/P/1174/F – Redhouse Farm, Honeyhall Lane, Congresbury, BS49 5JU – 

Retrospective application for extension to agricultural building. 

Resolved: That the Committee recommended approval of this application provided 

that NSC are satisfied that there is an agricultural need for the extension to the 

current building. 

 

c. 17/P/1263/F – Annexe Swiss Vale House, 10 Kent Road, Congresbury, BS49 

5ED – Erection of a two storey extension to existing garage and ancillary 

accommodation. 

Resolved: That the Committee recommended approval of this application. 

 

d. 17/P/1265/RM – Withydale Farm, Weston Road, Congresbury, BS49 5ED – 

Application for approval of Reserved Matters of landscaping, scale and external 

appearance for the erection of 5no dwellings following outline approval 

16/P/2490/O. 

Resolved: That the Committee recommended approval of this application. 

 

e. 17/P/1036/F – Corner Cottage, Smallway, Congresbury, BS49 5AA – 
Conversion of garage to provide 4no. kennels. 
Resolved: That the Committee recommended approval of this application as long as 

NSC can confirm that adequate parking is available for the expanding commercial 

business needs. 

 

f. 17/P/1292/F – 24 Well Park, Congresbury, BS49 5BU – Single storey side & 
rear extension. 
Resolved: That the Committee recommended approval of this application. 

 

g. 17/P/1322/LB & 17/P/1323/F – Birches Barn, Mill Lane, Congresbury, BS49 
5JD – Proposed doorway to North Elevation. 

http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do;jsessionid=FA23178E8915EFE50B54B0E5E88FB23D?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1149%2FF&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1174%2FF&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1263%2FF&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1265%2FRM&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do;jsessionid=C1E0FAF0CAE00739E6AD4690CBB29333?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1036%2FF&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do;jsessionid=9B8FA9C6C721AF54F6D2D3295918F57C?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1292%2FF&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do;jsessionid=4B7A37B7C49A8D87D5CE4FFD42B41C08?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1322%2FLB&appType=planning&action=Search
http://wam.n-somerset.gov.uk/MULTIWAM/findCaseFile.do?appNumber=17%2FP%2F1323%2FF&appType=planning&action=Search
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Resolved: That the Committee recommended refusal of this application as the 

information contained in the application form appears to contain some inaccurate 

as there will be alterations to a listed building. The Parish Council believes that this 

application should be brought to the attention of the NSC Conservation Officer 

before an agreement is given.  

 

17005 Decisions Taken Ex Committee: 
Members noted the decisions taken ex-committee following the cancellation of the 
meeting on 22nd May. 
 

17006 Pre Application 17/P/0763/PRE CoHousing scheme for 24 dwellings, land 
located between Grade 1 listed, St Andrew’s Church and the A370: 
Resolved: That the following comments be submitted to NSC with regard to the pre-
application; 
The Parish Council are positive with regard to the development on the current 
Glebelands site. The area is on the Site Allocations list and the housing type is 
sympathetic to the local area and design of homes will reflect the local conservation 
area and restrictions. For example all services should be located below ground and 
lighting design at low level.  
With regard to other parts of the scheme the Parish Council has the following 
concerns; 
 The copper pods are out of character and sited very close to the Grade 1 listed 

buildings of the vicarage and refectory 
 Information needs to be provided on the sensitive archaeology of the area and 

how this will be protected 
 The Prayer Garden has significant archaeology which must be protected 
 The Prayer Garden proposal seems to be over development is a small space 
 With regard to the proposed access it is considered that the design; 

  will not address the amount of congestion at key times of day and may 
add to the issue 

 concerns that the drop off for the school will not work and lead to 
further issues of queuing on the main road 

 appears that there will not be enough car parking for events such as 
funerals and weddings 

 there will be limited access for emergency vehicles and services vehicles 

 the Parish Council agrees that there should be some discussion on 
improvements to the entrances onto the A370 and one entrance would 
make it safer. However, the Old School Rooms car park would be 
considered as part of the co housing scheme which would not be 
favoured by users of the building. 

The Parish Council is very keen that the refectory remains as a community asset. 
 

17007 Decision Notices: 
Members noted the summary of decisions taken by North Somerset Council since 
the last meeting. 
 

17008 Enforcement Action: 
Members noted the details of enforcement action currently being taken by North 
Somerset Council. 
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Meeting finished 8.50 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………….       Date: ……………………………….. 

 


