
Ward member’s report for Congresbury Parish Council 12/2/18 

Matters before the Executive on Tuesday 6th February included: 

 Carbon Dioxide Reduction Target for North Somerset, which is to be set at 50% 

reduction in emissions by 2035 (consistent with the Climate Change Act). The report 

endorses the objectives of the North Somerset Climate Coalition’, which held its first 

its first annual gathering in November. The report acknowledges that transport 

(45%) of carbon emissions is the biggest challenge and the aim to reduce travel by 

car has implications for future development plans. 

 Weston-super-Mare Transport Enhancement Scheme, which outlines proposals for 

a major project to redesign the town centre area (Station Road, Walliscote Road, 

Alexandra Parade) to reduce traffic dominance, enhance public transport, cycling 

and pedestrian facilities. The aim is to provide a more integrated, healthy, safe and 

reliable transport hub. The estimated cost of £4.45m is covered by grants at no cost 

to the Council unless there are cost overruns. 

 Better Care Fund Section 75 Agreement, which establishes a pooled budget 

between the NHS (Clinical Commissioning Group) and the Council primarily to bring 

about more integrated response to enable people with care needs to stay at home 

and avoid hospital admissions as well as reablement following discharge from 

hospital. This is for vulnerable elderly people and also for mental health needs.  

 Budget recommendations to Council, which include: 

 Total Council Tax increase of 5.99% (including the 3% Social Care Precept). 

Despite the sharp increase, our CT is still the second lowest in the South West. 

 Use of £1.6m of reserves 

 Service cuts and savings totalling £14.7m, which include £1.7m cuts in spending 

on Children’s Services (reduced funding for early years and Children’s Centres), 

£2.4m cuts in Adult Social Care (balanced by similar figure for ‘Better Care Fund 

grant’, but including major cuts to floating support for vulnerable people), £1.8m 

cuts in Development & Environment (libraries, highways, parks & open spaces), 

£1m cut in corporate spending (including reduction in Council Tax support and 

hence the steep increase of around 16% in CT for the poorest). 

 Equality Impact Assessments show that the majority of ‘high’ and medium’ 

negative impacts will be on those on low incomes, the elderly and people with 

disabilities. Few of these negative impacts can be mitigated.  

 Despite the cuts and the increase in Council Tax, the Council’s finances show 

significant budget risks in eight out of nine areas of risk, mainly around 

uncertainties of being able to deliver some of the savings.    
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