
Ward member’s report for Congresbury Parish Council 15/1/18 

At the Council Meeting on Tuesday 9th January, we were given an update on the Budget for 

2018-19 together with amendments suggested by opposition groups. These will be 

considered in February. The government has raised the threshold for a referendum to 3%, 

hence the total Council Tax (including the 3% social care levy) can be raised by 5.99% 

without triggering a referendum.  

 

The one decision that has been made this month was the review of Council Tax Support 

scheme and the minimum contribution for the very poorest households of working age 

residents. In several authorities like Bristol, Gloucester, Teignbridge, Stroud, they still pay 

nothing. The majority of local authorities charge up to 20% of the full CT. North Somerset 

charges a minimum CT rate of 24.5% currently and the Executive proposed to raise this to 

27.5%, the highest in the whole south-west region. The Conservative group unanimously 

voted against postponing the decision till February (when the full financial settlement will 

be known) and then they unanimously voted against my amendment to limit the increase to 

a minimum payment of 25%. While our full CT will remain the second lowest in the region 

(even with a 5.99% rise), the poorest 6,500 households will be paying more here than 

anywhere except Torbay. 2363 summons have been issued to this cohort in a full year. 

While most of these households are in Weston, I know residents in Congresbury who faced 

summons because of inability to pay.   

 

Following a question in Council, there was some discussion about homelessness and the 

lack of a night shelter in Weston. Reference was made to the Council’s Homelessness 

Strategy and current work with voluntary agencies. 

 

The Mendips Bats Special Area Conservation (SAC) guidance Supplementary Planning 

Document was approved unanimously.  

 

There were some problems over Recycling collection over the past month, particularly in 

The Causeway and Paul’s Causeway. I have been promised action on this. 

An application has been submitted by Gladman to vary condition 6 relating to the planning 

permission granted by the Council for development on the field adjoining Wrington Lane. 

This aims to avoid land dispute with residents by narrowing both the proposed pavement 

and the carriageway. There are a large number of objections reflecting considerable road 

safety concerns. I have asked for a detailed highways report and independent road safety 

assessments based on the revised scheme.  
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