
Ward member’s report for Congresbury Parish Council 9/4/18 

Planning decisions and Neighbourhood Plans 

There were two important developments within the past couple of weeks, both of which 
underline the weight given to an adopted Neighbourhood Plan. The Secretary of State 
endorsed the Inspector’s recommendation to dismiss the Charles Church appeal against 
refusal of their application to build on Farliegh Fields at Backwell. While recognising that the 
Council could not demonstrate a 5-year HLS (Housing Land Supply), where there is a ‘made’ 
Neighbourhood Plan a 3-year HLS is sufficient and ‘The Framework (paragraph 198) states 

that applications in conflict with a made neighbourhood plan should not normally be 
granted’. Although the proposed development had merit and was in a sustainable 
location, there would be harm to the character and appearance of the area. ‘Overall the 
Secretary of State gives substantial weight to these adverse impacts’.  
 

Within a few days of this decision, Newlands Homes revised their plans for development in 
Claverham. The Claverham Neighbourhood Plan allocated up to 70 dwellings on the former 
UTC Aerospace Systems site, but the developers wanted to build also on two adjoining 
fields, contrary to the Claverham Neighbourhood Plan and the Core Strategy. The Backwell 
decision showed that they would be unsuccessful and they abandoned the idea, ostensibly 
in response to feedback from residents and the Parish Council.  
 
Sites and Policies Plan (Part 2: Site Allocations) 
 
Following the Public Inquiry and the Inspector’s report, the revised Site Allocations Plan is 
on the agenda of NS Council on Tuesday 10th April for adoption. The schedule of sites 
includes 1476 dwellings for the nine services villages, including 123 in Congresbury 
(Cobthorn Way 38, Venus Street 14, Wrington Lane 50, Bristol Road 21). The revised Site 
Allocation Plan identifies sites for a total of 22,285 dwellings to be built from 2006 to 2026, 
including land to be available for 9,700 dwellings within five years. Given the rate of 
development in recent years has been consistently below 1,000 a year, the chances of this 
number of dwellings being actually built are slim. However, the adoption of the Site 
Allocation Plan will help the Council to resist appeals by speculative developers seeking 
planning permission on inappropriate sites.  
 
Staff changes 
 
As reported in the press, there will be changes in senior management posts. Chief Executive 
Mike Jackson is leaving North Somerset in the summer to join Bristol City Council. Director 
of Development and Environment, David Carter is leaving the Council to join the West of 
England Combined Authority. At a more local level, we will be losing our hardworking Area 
Officer Jeff Shipway, who always responded to requests and did his best as far as his limited 
budget allowed. He did not always get the support he needed from other sections. 
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