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Congresbury Parish Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Full Parish Council in St Andrew’s Room, the Old School 
Rooms, Congresbury, on Monday 9th September 2019 at 7.30pm. 
 
Present: Cllrs Beyfus, Doolan, Greaves, Hacking, Hill, Jones, Sampson and Sheehan. 
 
In attendance; Liz Greaves  
 
There were 2 members of the public present.  
 
Emergency Evacuation Procedure for the Old School Rooms 
 
Public Participation 
Mr Phil Collins attended the meeting as a representative of the Parish Councils Airport 
Association. Mr Collins also stated that he was a Cllr for Ubley parish Council and a previous 
resident of Congresbury. The Airport Association currently has 21 Parish Councils and 1 
town Council as members and is a strong voice to hold the airport to account. He felt that it 
was important that Congresbury joined the association as the parish is a large community 
close to the airport and that residents would be affected by the issues. The aim of the group 
is not specifically to stop changes but to ensure that there is a benefit to the local 
community. The group considers that there are flaws with the business case with the 
expansion plans as well as infrastructure problems as the airport is not served by a 
motorway and has limited public transport. The Airport Association is not just dealing with 
the expansion plans but also looking to address plans to increase summer night flights with 
a change to annual flight allocations and all problems associated with climate change. The 
price of joining the association has recently increased to £75 per year and this is the same 
for all members and does not depend on size of the PC and there are no other costs. 
 
Mr John Mills resident of Congresbury spoke to urge the Parish Council to join the Parish 
Councils Airport Association. Mr Mills is especially concerned with the increasing damage to 
the environment. Mr Mills is aware that many of us including locals enjoy the convenience 
of cheap flights but if the issue of climate change means anything to us and future 
generations we need to stop the planned expansion. Therefore it is so important that the PC 
joins the association. 
 
Police Report: All crime statistics are now available on-line at https://www.police.uk/avon-
and-somerset/AN007/crime/.  

 
 

https://www.police.uk/avon-and-somerset/AN007/crime/
https://www.police.uk/avon-and-somerset/AN007/crime/
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GENERAL BUSINESS 
   

19085 Apologies for absence  
                    Cllr Ballantine and Clarke 

 

19086 Declarations of Interest and to consider any written applications for 
dispensations 
Cllr Sampson with regard to 19100 

 

19087 Exclusion of the press and public 
                           Item 19099 with regard to confidentiality of a quote   
 

19088 Approval of minutes 
 a. Full Parish Council  -      12th August 2019 
 b. Planning Committee -   19th August 2019 
                          Resolved: That the above minutes were approved and signed as a correct 

record. 
 

19089 Bristol Airport Expansion 
a) Members to consider the request for the Parish Council to join the Parish 

Councils Airport Association at a cost of £50 per year. 
Cllr Hacking led a discussion on the PC joining the Association. Cllrs Hacking 
and Doolan attended a meeting on Design Principles Overview, it is a national 
initiative. Early consultation on issues from ground level to 7,000 ft on routes, 
air quality, noise etc. Members agreed that there are many benefits of being 
a larger group and have a voice through the Parish Councils Airport 
Association. It was noted that there would be no other commitment with 
regard to any additional costs other than the annual membership fee.  
Resolved: That members agreed that the Parish Council would join the Parish 
Councils Airport Association with immediate effect. The cost is currently £50 
which will rise to £75 per year. The first meeting is 26th September, 7.30 pm 
Feltham Village Hall. Cllr Jones would like to attend the meeting with Cllr 
Sampson as seconder when required. 
Cllr Beyfus voted against the motion 
 
b) Members to note the minutes of the Airport Consultative Committee 

dated Wednesday 24th July 2019. 
Resolved: Members noted the minutes of the Airport Consultative 
Committee.  

 

19090 Formation of an Association of Town and Parish Councils 
                    Members to consider the request from Clevedon Town Council with regard to 

the setting up of a possible Association of Town and Parish Councils within 
North Somerset. Members to consider whether they would like to be 
involved and possible volunteers to attend. 
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                    Resolved: Members discussed the group and agreed that Cllrs Hacking and 
Doolan would be willing to attend as representatives.           

 

19091 Strawberry Line Committee 
The date of the next Strawberry Line meeting will now be Tuesday 24th 
September 2-4 pm location TBC. Unfortunately, Cllr Jones is unable to attend 
on this date and in the future. Members to consider any volunteers to attend 
these meetings in the future. 
Resolved: That Cllr Greaves would attend all future meetings. 
 

19092 Feedback from walk around the village 

Cllr Hacking stated that the walk around the village with CEO from North 
Somerset Council Jo Walker was a success. It was attended by Cllrs Greaves, 
Hacking and the Clerk. Cllr Sheehan initially attended but was informed that 
Cllr Treadaway felt that the numbers should be kept as a minimum. Mrs 
Walker was shown the chemist where she talked with Cllr Ballantine with 
regard to the issues around the chemist, traffic problems and the proposed 
new medical centre and the difficulty of residents getting there safely. The 
guided walk then continued into the Conservation Area and towards the 
precinct passing through the King George V playing fields. Mrs Walker was 
shown the Smallway junction and given a more detailed explanation of the 
dangers as it is an accident hotspot and shown how there is currently no safe 
crossing for villagers to get to the proposed medical centre without walking 
much further to the pedestrian crossing by the main lights. Issues were 
highlighted as large lorries were passing and a large number of emergency 
vehicles when the group were present at the junction. The walk ended by 
going across the Millennium Green and back to the Old School Rooms and 
Community Library. Jo thanked us for showing us around and highlighting 
some issues but also the positive aspects of the village and she praised the 
sense of community which came through during her tour.  

 

19093 Christmas Fair 

                          Members noted that the Christmas Fair will be December 4th 2019.  
                          Resolved: Members to confirm the commitment to the organisation of the 

Fair and therefore the road closures etc can be applied for.  
 

19094 Community Resilience 

Cllr Sampson stated that he is a team leader with regard to resilience to 
reduce the risk of flooding in the village. We have as yet not needed to use 
the teams in an emergency with any issues. The flood team current look at 
gullies and positively report problems to NSC as a preventative measure. 
There needs to be a push in the village to highlight the issues; the plan would 
be to invite organisations including have Wessex Water, N Somerset Council 
and the Environment Agency to attend to show us what they have been 
doing recently. Also highlight the other aspects of Community Resilience. 
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Main risk for the village is flooding but we need to look at all aspects such as 
evacuation, shelter, safety etc.  
Resolved: That the Parish Council will support the community resilience flood 
team in holding a special flood awareness event at the OSR in late 
October/early November. This may also be increased to cover all aspects of 
resilience.  

 

PLANNING 
 

19095 Congresbury Conservation Area Consultation Meeting 
                    Members noted that a public consultation meeting organised by North 

Somerset Council will be held in the St Andrews Room, the Old School Rooms 
on 12th September between 14.00 and 19.00, everyone welcome.  

 

19096 Proposed Public Path Diversion Order 
Members to note the application to divert path of Public Footpath AX 16/24, 
over land south of Dolemoor Lane, Congresbury noting the deadline for 
comments is September 12th 2019. 
Resolved: That Cllr Greaves will reply to N Somerset Council stated that the 
PC has no objection to the path diversion order as shown. 

 

FINANCE 
 

19097 Budget 2019/20 
                          Members to accept the Report on the budget performance year to date for 

2019/20.  
                          Resolved: Members accepted the Report on the budget performance year to 

date for 2019/20. 
 

19098 Payment schedule 
                          Members to consider and accept the schedule of payments made and 

schedule of receipts. 
                          Resolved: Members accepted the schedule of payments made of £12,037.28 

and schedule of receipts of £2,336.00. 
 

19099 Computer upgrade 
Resolved: That members agreed in principle to the proposal for the 
installation of Nextcloud. Further questions required with regard to security 
and details will be reported asap. 
 

AMENITIES 
 

19100 Allotments 
The Parish Council to approve the repair to the fencing around the allotment 
to stop deer entering. The cost of repairs are appropriately £500-600 based 
on 2 quotes from 2018. The Parish Council to approve this and have 
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delegation to clerk to update and proceed with the best value quote in 
compliance the Financial Regulations.  
Resolved: That further quotes are obtained and this will be agreed under our 
Financial Regulations.  
 

STAFFING 
 

19101 Appraisals 
                    Members to note that Staff Appraisals are currently taking place. A volunteer 

is required from the Staff and Administrative Committee to join Cllr Hacking 
to undertake this role. All findings are priority tasks will then be taken to a 
meeting of the Committee.  
Resolved: That Cllrs Hacking and Sheehan will undertake the Staff Appraisals 
and a meeting of the Staffing and Administrative Committee will be held in 
October to discuss this and other matters.  

  
 
 
                          Meeting finished 9.02 pm. 

 
 

Signed: ………………………………………….       Date: ……………………………….. 


