
Ward member’s report for Congresbury Parish Council 14/1/19 

At the January meeting of Council: 

(a) Children’s Public Health Services 

It was noted that forthcoming changes to commissioning of adult community health 

services by the BNSSG Clinical Commissioning Group will have an effect on the health 

visiting and school nursing services. It was agreed that the various options should be 

considered jointly by Health Overview & Scrutiny and Children & Young People’s 

policy & Scrutiny Panels prior to a decision by the CCG. 

(b)  Budget update and alternative budget proposals 

The latest revenue and projected expenditure figures still show a deficit in the region 

of £1m based on a 1.75% increase in Council tax. The government’s capping figure is 

3%. Current Council Tax Support proposals would still keep the 6,000 poorest working 

age households paying more in North Somerset than anywhere in the South-West 

except Torquay. However, for the rest of North Somerset residents, Council Tax will 

still be the lowest in the South-West except for Swindon.  

The Liberal Democrat and Labour Groups put forward some alternative proposals. 

Council will determine the budget and levels of CT at the February meeting. 

 

Cobthorn Way (Strongvox) development  

The Reserved Matters application was agreed by unanimous vote at the December meeting 

of Planning & Regulatory Committee. While I expressed our disappointment that Strongvox 

were not prepared to be more flexible, it was clear that the concession they had made 

ensured that we had no grounds for refusal. The Construction Management Plan is available 

and I have shared it with residents who expressed an interest. Work has started and I have 

already had some queries, which are being followed up with the agents. 

 

Mendip Vale Medical Practice  

Planning permission was granted for the new surgery to be built on the Smallway site at 

P&R on 9th January. Independent road safety report said that both a light controlled (Puffin) 

and an uncontrolled island pedestrian crossing were feasible with some technical problems 

to overcome and it gave no preference for either. NSC Highways gave a strong 

recommendation for an island crossing but my amendment was accepted to keep both 

options open pending further discussion of detailed design.  
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