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Weston General Hospital 

As reported in the press, the CCG proposes that Weston Hospital A&E should be open with 

consultant led medical urgent and emergency care from 8.00 am to 10 pm, supported by 

overnight GP out of hours service 24/7 with the possibility of direct admission to the 

hospital. The ‘critical care’ service will be downgraded from ‘level 3’ (intensive care) to ‘level 

2 (high dependency) which will result in complex surgery cases moving to other hospitals. 

The hospital aims to be a ‘centre of excellence’ for elderly and frail patients and to perform 

a greater volume of operations which are not highly complex. It also aims to strengthen the 

provision for acutely unwell children. The proposal to make the current night time A&E 

closure permanent and the downgrading of critical care are highly controversial. 

 

Budget 

The Executive this week has put forward the proposed capital and revenue budgets for 

2019-20 for Council to approve on the 19th February. The proposed increase in Council Tax is 

2.75%. The capital works programme includes the relocation of an expanded Baytree Special 

School to a new site, retaining the current site for extra places for children with moderate 

learning difficulties. The aim is to reduce the need for high cost out-county placements.  

 

Climate Emergency 

Cllr Mike Bell and I have submitted a motion to call on Council to recognise the Climate 

Emergency as highlighted in the recent IPCC report, to take active steps to make North 

Somerset carbon neutral by 2030 and call on the government to provide powers and 

resources to make this possible. This will be debated on the 19th February. 

 

Cobthorn Way (Strongvox)  

Following a complaint by some residents of Well Park and concerns about privacy issues by 

some residents Verlands, I met one of the Directors of Strongvox on site. The Well Park issue 

has been resolved, the Verlands issue is ongoing. I also attended a constructive meeting 

between YACWAG, Strongvox and Planning Officers regarding the detailed plans and 

management of the wildlife area.  

 

A370 (Freemantle) development 

The Reserved Matters application has now been approved. Some of the amendments 

proposed by the Parish Council have been taken on board.  
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