
Ward member’s report for Congresbury Parish Council 11/3/19 

Weston General Hospital 

The consultation on the future of Weston Hospital is ongoing till 24th May.  The proposal is 

that A&E should be open with consultant led emergency care from 8.00 am to 10 pm and 

overnight GP service having the possibility of direct admission to the hospital. Critical care 

would be downgraded from ‘level 3’ (intensive care) to ‘level 2 (high dependency), resulting 

in complex surgery cases moving to other hospitals. The hospital aims to be a ‘centre of 

excellence’ for elderly and frail patients and to perform a greater volume of operations 

which are not highly complex. North Somerset Council has not agreed these changes and 

has written to the Secretary of State to express cross-party support for 24/7 A&E services to 

be retained. You can respond to the consultation at: 

https://bnssghealthiertogether.org.uk/healthyweston/   

 

Budget 

The increase in Council Tax is 2.75%. The total increase for Congresbury residents is 3.8% 

with precepts for the Police, Fire Authority and Parish Council. The largest percentage 

increase (12.4% is for Avon & Somerset Police to partially compensate for past government 

cuts in funding).  

 

Climate Emergency 

North Somerset Council joined a growing number of other councils in the UK and abroad by 

unanimously passing a motion to recognise a Climate Emergency and the need to take 

active steps to achieve carbon neutrality by 2030. Alex Hearn, Assistant Director of 

Development & Environment will lead a wide ranging officer review and report to Council 

around June. Jo Walker, our Chief Executive will liaise with CEOs of other Councils which 

have passed similar resolutions (particularly Bristol and Somerset). 

 

Cobthorn Way (Strongvox)  

Following a further site meeting with the Director of Strongvox, it was agreed that they will 

erect a fence on the north side of the site at no cost to Verlands residents. 

Wrington Lane (Gladman) highways modification application is unresolved. This was called 

in to P&R if officers were minded to approve, but this is unlikely to happen before May.  

Station Close (Walsingham) application is unresolved. No objection from highways to 

amended application and I have indicated that I would be content for it to be approved 

under delegated powers as it is in line with Congresbury Neighbourhood Plan.  

Smallway (Freemantle) application is unresolved and is unlikely to be determined in the 

near future. There are updated drainage plans and outstanding highways issues. I called in 

the application mainly because of uncertainty about affordable housing provision.  
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