
 

 
 

Neighbourhood Plans 

We should have control of how 

Congresbury grows in a 

sustainable way, ensuring this is 

supported with community 

buildings, open spaces, correct 

infrastructure, free flowing 

highways and a rich and diverse 

environment.  

To give people more control over 

the development of their local area 

the Localism Act 2011 introduced 

new powers for people to make 

neighbourhood plans. 

Neighbourhood planning legislation 

came into force in April 2012.  

 

Neighbourhood planning enables 

communities to play a stronger role 

in shaping the areas in which they 

live and work and in supporting 

new development proposals. This 

is because unlike the parish, or 

town plans that communities may 

have prepared, a neighbourhood 

plan forms part of the development 

plan alongside the Local 

Plan prepared by North Somerset 

Council. Decisions on planning 

applications will be made using 

both the Local Plan and the 

neighbourhood plan, and any other 

material considerations. 

Neighbourhood planning provides 

the opportunity for communities to 

set out a positive vision for how 

they want their community to 

develop over the twenty years in 

ways that meet local need and 

make sense for local people. They 

can put in place planning policies 

that will help deliver that vision or 

grant planning permission for the 

development they want to see. 

Postcard Responses 

Congresbury has already 

designated the parish as the 

neighbourhood area. The steering 

group then sent a postcard to all 

residents asking for views and what 

improvements would they like to 

see over the next 20 years. 
 

 

 
 

 

189 postcards were returned and 

the responses collated. It was 

decided not to ask closed 

questions at this stage, but to try 

and obtain as wide a range of 

views as possible. Five strong 

themes emerged; housing, 

transport and highways, services 

facilities/ local amenities and 

environment. 
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The Steering Group has prepared a 

plan to take these themes 

(including employment) forward, 

gathering evidence to enable our 

Neighbourhood Plan policies to be 

written.  

1. Housing 

2. Transport and Highways 

3. Facilities 

4. Services 

5. Environment/Heritage 

6. Employment 

 

Getting Involved 

Residents are asked to join the 

Neighbourhood Planning Group 

and concentrate on one of the 

sections; each will have its own 

group, aiming to write that section 

of the plan by the end of the year. 
 

 

It is vital that we have as many 

residents as possible; this will 

enable division of workload and 

ensuring that the Neighbourhood 

Plan for Congresbury is a reality 

and can be used to defend against 

housing developers in the future. 

 

If you are able to join the group 
please contact either Di Hassan 
or Liz Greaves. 
 
Further details are available on 
the Parish Council website at;      
http://www.congresbury-
pc.gov.uk/Congresbury-Parish-
Council/Planning_2598.aspx 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   CONTACTS:  
 
Di Hassan: Chair of Congresbury 
Parish Council 
 
Liz Greaves: Parish Clerk 
 
Tel: 01934 838802 
Email: clerk@congresbury-
pc.gov.uk 
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