
Neighbourhood Plan Evidence Base 

The following extracts from guidance documents and other 

neighbourhood plans may help in deciding the evidence that needs to be 

collected for the Congresbury Neighbourhood plan: 

Section 11 of the Planning Practice Guidance: 

This gives the basic conditions that a draft neighbourhood plan must 

meet if it is to proceed to referendum: 

 

paragraph: 065 Reference ID: 41-065-20140306 

Only a draft neighbourhood Plan or Order that meets each of a set of 

basic conditions can be put to a referendum and be made. The basic 

conditions are set out in paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990 as applied to neighbourhood plans by section 

38A of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The basic 

conditions are: 

• Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance 

issued by the Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the order (or 

neighbourhood plan). Click here for more details in this guidance. 

• Having special regard to the desirability of preserving any listed 

building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic 

interest that it possesses, it is appropriate to make the order. This applies 

only to Orders. Click here for more details in this guidance. 

• Having special regard to the desirability of preserving or enhancing the 

character or appearance of any conservation area, it is appropriate to 

make the order. This applies only to Orders. Click here for more details in 

this guidance. 

• The making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) contributes to the 

achievement of sustainable development.  Click here for more details in 

this guidance. 

• The making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) is in general 

conformity with the strategic policies contained in the development plan 

for the area of the authority (or any part of that area). Click here for more 

details in this guidance. 

• The making of the order (or neighbourhood plan) does not breach, and 

is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations. Click here for more details 

in this guidance. 

• Prescribed conditions are met in relation to the Order (or plan) and 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/9/enacted
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/20/schedule/9/enacted
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/national-policy-and-advice/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/listed-buildings-and-conservation-areas/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/listed-buildings-and-conservation-areas/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/listed-buildings-and-conservation-areas/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/sustainable-development/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/sustainable-development/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/general-conformity-with-the-strategic-policies-contained-in-the-development-plan/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/general-conformity-with-the-strategic-policies-contained-in-the-development-plan/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/eu-obligations/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/eu-obligations/


prescribed matters have been complied with in connection with the 

proposal for the order (or neighbourhood plan). Click here for more 

details in this guidance. 

Revision date: 06 03 2014 

 

The two main topics appear to be compliance with Planning Policies, 

which should come down to consistency with NS Local Plan (when its 

approved) and sustainability.  

 

Section 156 of the Planning Practice Guidance: 

This defines the purpose of the Local Plan, which sits 

above/incorporates the Neighbourhood Plans 

Local planning authorities should set out the strategic priorities for the 

area in the Local Plan. This should include strategic policies to deliver: 

• The homes and jobs needed in the area; 

• The provision of retail, leisure and other commercial development; 

• The provision of infrastructure for transport, telecommunications, waste 

management, water supply, wastewater, flood risk and coastal change 

management, and the provision of minerals and energy (including heat); 

• The provision of health, security, community and cultural infrastructure 

and other local facilities; and 

• Climate change mitigation and adaptation, conservation and 

enhancement of the natural and historic environment, including 

landscape. 

 

Sustainabilty Matrix 

 

This sets the criteria for assessing a neighbourhood’s sustainability and 

covers 8 topics, grouped under 3 headings 

Social   1 Active 

This also includes village halls 

2.Well Run 

3. Fair for Everyone 

This also covers housing and job opportunities 

Environmental 4. Sensitive 

    This covers flooding and recycling 

5. Well Designed 

http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/other-basic-conditions/
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/blog/guidance/neighbourhood-planning/the-basic-conditions-that-a-draft-neighbourhood-plan-or-order-must-meet-if-it-is-to-proceed-to-referendum/other-basic-conditions/


 This covers road congestion, village character, 

public open space 

Economic  6. Thriving 

    Covers employment opportunities and business 

    startups 

7. Well Served 

 Shops, banks, post office ,library 

8. Well connected 

 Links with other villages, roads, cycle paths 

footpaths, broadband 

 

Not surprisingly there is a large overlap between the sustainability 

matrix and the contents of a local plan. The guidance document states 

that there is no “tick list” for the evidence to be included in a 

neighbourhood plan and different neighbourhood plans have put their 

emphasis in different places. 

 

Index of Evidence from Cuckfield Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Cuckfield is held up as an examplar in the guidance document 

 

The following documents have provided the evidence base used to 

formulate this plan. They are all available at www.cuckfield.gov.uk. 

 

1. Community Engagement Action Plan.  

2. Options Consultation Feedback. 

2.2 Pre Submission - Statement of Consultation. 3. Sustainability 

Appraisal Report. 

3.1 Non-Technical Sustainability Appraisal Report. 

4. Cuckfield Village Design Statement 

5. Cuckfield Open Space Assessment.  

6. Cuckfield Landscape Character Assessment. 

7. Cuckfield Landscape: Views Assessment. 

8. Cuckfield Biodiversity Review. 

9. Housing Needs Survey.  

10. Parish Housing Land Availability Assessment (PHLAA). 

10.1 Parish Housing Land Availability Assessment Methodology 

11. Cuckfield Village Centre Background Document. 

12. Whitemans Green Neighbourhood Centre Background Document. 

13. Cuckfield Infrastructure Assessment. 

14. MSDC Cuckfield Conservation Area Appraisal.  

15. Whitemans Green Conservation Area Parish Council Review.  

16. MSDC Whitemans Green Conversation Appraisal. 

http://www.cuckfield.gov.uk/


17. Cuckfield and Haywards Heath Distinctiveness. 

18. Built Up Area Boundary Assessment. 

 

 

Index of Evidence from Long Ashton Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Appendix A:  History of Long Ashton 

Appendix B:  Businesses, Services, Clubs and Assets 

Appendix C:  Evidence for the Proposed Energy Policies, provided by 

the Centre for Sustainable Energy 

Appendix D:  National and Local Policy on Sustainable Energy  

Appendix E:  Not used 

Appendix F : Notes on Core Strategy and Sites and Policies DPD 

Appendix G : Providence Lane Traffic Calming Survey: April 2009 

Appendix H : Village Enhancement Scheme, Report by Hamilton-Baille 

Associates, 2013 

Appendix I:  Long Ashton Neighbourhood Development Plan – HRA 

Screening, 4th June 2014 

 

Evidence base for Backwell Neighbourhood Plan 

 

evidence base a: backwell community plan 2010 (pdf) 

evidence base b: backwell future draft nov 2012 part 1 (pdf) 

evidence base b : backwell future draft nov 2012 part 2 (pdf) 

evidence base c : living within environmental limits (pdf) 

evidence base d: highways (pdf) 

evidence base e : tpa report 1108 32 ta 01 a (pdf) 

evidence base f : car parking (pdf) 

evidence base g : new development (pdf) 

evidence base h : shops and services (pdf) 

evidence base j : local green space (pdf) 

evidence base k : lgs 10 15.2 jan 2014 final (pdf) 

evidence base k : lgs 15.3 15.6 jan 2014 final (pdf) 

evidence base k: lgs 15.7 app 2 jan 2014 (pdf) 

evidence base k: lgs 1 9 jan 2014 final (pdf) 

evidence base l: local green space pc questionnaire (pdf) 

evidence base m:  recreation sport community facilities and heritage 

(pdf) 

evidence base n(a): letter from natural england march 2014 (pdf) 

evidence base n (b): sea screening report 2014 (pdf) 

evidence base p (a):letter from natural england january 2013 (pdf) 

evidence base p (b): sustainability appraisal without appendix 8 (pdf) 

evidence base p (c):sustainability appendix 8 (pdf) 

http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-a-backwell-community-plan-2010.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-a-backwell-community-plan-2010.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-b-backwell-future-draft-nov-2012-part-1.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-b-backwell-future-draft-nov-2012-part-2.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-c-living-within-environmental-limits.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-d-highways.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-e-tpa-report-1108-32-ta-01-a.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-f-car-parking.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-g-new-development.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-h-shops-and-services.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-j-local-green-space.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-k-lgs-10-15.2-jan-2014-final.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-k-lgs-15.3-15.6-jan-2014-final.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-k-lgs-15.7-app-2-jan-2014.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-k-lgs-1-9-jan-2014-final.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-l-local-green-space-pc-questionnaire.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-m-recreation-sport-community-facilities-and-heritage.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-m-recreation-sport-community-facilities-and-heritage.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-n-(a)-letter-from-natural-england-march-2014.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-n-(b)-sea-screening-report-2014.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-p-(a)-letter-from-natural-england-january-2013.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-p-(b)-sustainability-appraisal-without-appendix-8.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-p-(c)-sustainability-appendix-8.pdf


evidence base p (d): hra screening (pdf) 

evidence base p (e): natural england email jan 2013 (pdf) 

evidence base q: walking and cycling (pdf) 

evidence base r  consultation statement (pdf) 

evidence base s : compliance with core strategy (pdf) 

evidence base t:  agricultural land value (pdf) 

key to village map p32 (pdf) 

 

 

http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-p-(d)-hra-screening.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-p-(e)-natural-england-email-jan-2013.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-q-walking-and-cycling.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-r-consultation-statement.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-s-compliance-with-core-strategy.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/evidence-base-t-agricultural-land-value.pdf
http://www.backwell-pc.gov.uk/public/images/pdfs/key-to-village-map-p32.pdf

